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 ICHARD BURRIDGE, Son of Edward; 

by Margaret his Wife, was born on the North 
fide of the Strand, in the Pariſh of St. Martin in 
the Fields, in the Liberty of the ancient City 
of Weftminfter, on Monday the Sixteenth of May, in the 
Year of our Lord God, 1670. about the Second Hour paſt 
Noon. But the Impiety of Fortune having afflicted me 
for theſe Eleven or Twelve Years laſt paſt, I have Canſe; 
enough to exclaim againſt my Birth-Day in theſe Words 
olf that moſt patient Man, who dwelt in the Metropolis. © 


of Chaldean-Superſtition, Let the Day periſh wherem. I 
was born, and the Night in which it was ſaid, There 1s a. 
Man- child conceived, Let that Day be Darkneſs, let not 
Jod regard it row above, neither let the Light ſhine upon 
it. Let Darkneſs and the ſhadow z Death ftain it, let 4 
Cloud. dwell upon it; let the blackneſs of the Day terrify iti 
My Deſcent by my Father's Side, is derived from the 
ancient Family of the Burridges in Leiceſterſhire, which. 
came in with the Saxons,” when they firſt made a Con- 
queſt: on this Iſland. And tho' my Pedigree on my Mo- 
ther's fide cannot boaſt of ſo much Antiquity, as of Ho- 
neſty and Loyalty, yet is it my Pride to be deſcended from 
the Paynes of Gamlingay in Cambridgeſhire, whole Virtues 
have been conſpicuous in that County for ſome Ages 
No ſooner was I enter'd on the Stage of this ſublanarp*  - 1 
World, but my Nativity was calculated by Mr. Gadbury |} 
and Coley, two eminent Aſtrologers, whoſe Calculation-lo . } 
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the Courſe of my Life hitherto, as to Matters of Drown- 
ing, Sickneſs, and Impriſonments, that I was almoſt per- 
ſwaded that this Art of Aftrology was infallible. For in 
the Year 1691. taking Water at Weftminfter-Bridge,. in 
Company of a Geatlewoman, whom I then kept as a 
Miftreſs, and leaping haſtily after her, as ſhe ſtood on 
the Head of the Boat, I threw her into the Thames at a 
Spring-Tide; but taking hold on the Lappit of my Coat 
ſhe pluck d me in alſo : I could not ſwim; however, by 
a providential Struggling, I = above Water, till ſome 
atermen leap'd in, and took us both out alive. In 
the Year 1697. riding in a dark Night over a Bridge which 
had neither Wall nor Rail, I fell a great depth into the 
River Lug in Herefordſhire, where it runs with a very 
ſwift and impetuous Current; but giving my Horſe 2 
looſe Rein and free Bridle, as alſo clinging cloſe to his 
Mane and Sides, I got ſafe on Shoar again. And laſtly, in 
the Year 1708-9. going one Night into the Bonadventure- 
| | Pinnace at Leith in Scotland, and miſſing my Step in the 
[Dark, I fell over the 24 High-water, where I had cer- 
| ||. - tainly been drowned, if ſome of the Crew had not took 
/* Hold of one of my Arms before I ſank : Yet theſe ſignal 
Providences of God's Mercy in reſcuing me ſo often from 
the Brink of ſadden Death, would never make me reflect 
1 — my ſinful Follies, but rather hardened my Will in an 
obſtinate Unthankfulneſs of his bountiful Kindneſs towards 
me; and incited me vainly to ſuppoſe he was obliged to 
diſtribute greater Favours to ſuch that were bred Gentle- 
men, than to thoſe common, ruſtick, vulgar, and plebeian 
Spirits, who being fitted by the Hardneſs of their Nature 
to 4 New plow the Ground, the Greatneſs of their neceſ- 
| fry Drudgery takes off much of the Burthen from the 
more refin'd fort of Mankind. TR. . 
| In my Infancy being of a weak and ſickly Conftituti 
- Nach was the Indulgence of my Parents, who ſpar'd no Coſt 
for Phyſicians to reſtore me to Health, that they kept me 
moſt an end at an Uncle's Houſe at Hington; but although 
went not to School till I was above Seven Years of Age, 
Pet they ſpar d no Pains of early infuſing into me the Pi- 
ons Notions of Virtue and Religion, and carefully ground- 
||] ed me in the true Principles of the Church of England, for 
1 whoſe Faith and Doctrine both my Father and Mother 
were ſo zealous, that I am ſure they durſt W 4 
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The Faith 2 Converted ATHEIST. 


Profellion thereof, by undergoing the Sufferings of a fiery 


About the Eighth Year of my Age beginning to gather 


both Strength and Health, I was ſent to School, where 
having learn'd to read and write, and caſt Accompts, my 
Inclination led me to the Study of the Mathemaricks, to 


which I ſo aſſiduouſſy bent my Genious, which (though 1 


fay it my ſelf) was reckon'd by Men of extraordinary 


Parts to be none of the meaneſt; that by that Time I was 


Eleven Years old, I had acquir'd a competent Knowledge 
in Vulgar and Logarithmetical Artihmetick, Geometry, 


and Trigonometry; and for the better underſtanding Ch 


nology and Hiftory, I was at the fame Time not unskilful 
in Af 


ceiv'd Academical Learning at Chriſt- College in Cambr;d 


| Se. 
as it pleas d God to endue me with a ſtrong Memory and 


uick Apprehenſion, I had gone thro' the Greek and Latin 
oets, beſides other claſſical Authors, by that Time I had 


reach d the Sixteenth Year of my Age; and my Pedagogue 


being profoundly skill'd in the Chalde an, Syriack, and Ara- 
bick 1 and was acquainted with the moſt curious 
Things in the Rabbinical Learnin = a 


My Parents having a great Deſire to bring me up a Di- 
vine, my Father carried me to the Univerſity at Oxford, 
where he did deſign to put me a Gentleman-Commoner in 


Magdal en- College; but there being then a great Diſtur- 


bance in that Foundation upon account of the Fellows con- 


tradicting the Mandamus of King James the Second, who 
this Houſe, inſtead of Door Hough, whom the Gentle- 


ing to the Seminary ere&ed by King James in t 
but more out of a Curioſity of ſeeing how Scholaſtick Di 


than out of any Inclination to learn their Principles of Re: 


Mr. Thomas Parker, a Jeſuit; and ſhortly after the chief 


8 3 
- 


one Mr. William Banks, a moſt learned Man, who had re- 


would have Mr. Farmer, a Roman Catholick, Preſident of -. 


London again, Then, contrary to my Parents Will, ge- 


E 


cipline was perform'd by thoſe of the Society of Jh 
ligion, at which Time I utterly abhor'd, the Education 


before acquir'd, made me ſuperior to any of the Scholars 
in all their Four Schools. I was firſt under the Tuition of 


Maſter, Mr. William Polton, the Jeſuit, took me into his 
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men had unanimouſly elected, according to the Rights anal 
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School, who, when King James came to viſit the Semi- 
nary, was pleas'd to do me the Honour of ſelecting me 
one of the Four Perſons who, in the ſeveral Schools, was 
to make a Speech to his Majeſt , Which is as follows; 
'  Regem tantum ( Rex Sereniſſime ) aſſuetum triumphis trium 
regnorum, adminiftratione occupatum ad puerorum ludum in- 
viſend um diſcendere benignitas eft nulla unguam atas ſatis mi- 
rabit um; nos certeque latine vixdum did ſcimus balbutire 
iam, vel verbis agnoſcere non valemus: ut quod jam eftari 
neg uc at ad infans lingua, adulta poſt hac manus, fi que ferat 
ectaſio, fuſus etiam ſanguis melius eloquatur. © 
There was no Praiſe wanting from all the Feſuzts in the 
Savoy to my natural and acquir'd Parts, which made them 


duction was not to be wrought by Argument, for in ſeve- 
ral Diſputations I confuted their erroneons Tenets, as well 


by the Opinion of the Greek and Latin Fathers, as Autho- 


_ rity of general Councils, they corrupted me with great 
Gifts and fair Promiſes, inſomuch that having more regard 
to future Glory and Honour in this World, than to my 


Salvation in the other, I imbrac'd the Romiſb Communion, 


and was in Proſpect of having as great a Riſe by a liberal- 
i Education as any one could expect, had not the ſudden Re- 
If © volation blaſted all my Hopes, and forc'd my chiefeſt 
5 Friends to ſave themſelyes by a voluntary Exile into Fo- 
reign Countries. M TD 
No being allur'd with the Pleaſures of the Town, the 
I} Tavern, the Play-Houſe, Balls, and Maſquerades, I made 
my chiefeſt Recreation; and taking Delight with an Ac- 


* 


ambitious of converting me to their Faith; but as the Ser 


never more imitate . N 
tance, whereby I may have a Spirit above the Reach of 
Sin, and a Soul not to be out-brav'd by the Terrors of the 


gquaintance, whoſe licentious Courſe of Life was their Glo- 
xy, to make them ſtill more wicked, it was alſo my Glory 
to divert them with poetical Pieces of my own Compo- 
| ſing, which being the Product of a debauched Muſe in a 


$ 


very high degree, my Companions were pleaſed to call me 
Wung Rocheſter But tho' my Lewdneſs was not inferior 


to that ynhappy Wit, yet now it is my Wiſh that I may 
him, but in his unparallell'd Repen- 


Grave; for by the Power of Divine Grace I will, the Re- 
| - miainder of my Days, dare to own God in Deſpight of 


Atheiſm, and Blaſphemy, and ſtand up for his Church in 
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C: nading and the Converſation of the Women of the To 


Ee was another Part of my Recreation, through the great In- 
15 dulgence of my Parents, who allo d me too much Mo- 
55 ney, which I ſo vainly miſapply'd with the greateſt Con- 
2 duct as could be, to ſcreen my Vices from their Knowledge. 
35 Thus it was, Adam's rome wanton in Eden, where the 
1. Earth freely brought forth all Things of it ſelf, and where 
e Eis Task of labouring was but his Recreation, not his 
2 Jil, which ſent him firſt abroad to ſweat in the World, 
at and to wage a conſtant War with Briars and Thiſtles. © 
(72 Being expert in Accompts, I was Clerk of the Third 
1e Troop of Life-Guard, then commanded by his Grace the 
m preſent Duke of Marlborough; but the Troop going over _ 
er to Ireland, my Parents Care for my Welfare prevailing 
e- with me to quit my Place, for fear the Bloody-Flux, the 
11 common Diftemper of that Country, which at that Time 
9- raged there in the Camp, might ſhorten my Thread of Life, 
at I ſtill remain'd at home with my entirely beloved Father, 
rd who after a lingring Sickneſs for Four Months departed' 
y this Life in my Arms, on Friday the 27th of March 1691 
n, and his Indulgence towards me being very extraordinary, 
al- I ucompos'd the following Elegy the next Day, to.comme-' | 
e- morate him as long as I lic. Ib 
2 Mat ſolemn Sorrow muſt I now deviſe, | 
4 - To join thoſe Tears which trickle from my Eyes 
he The Sighs on Piſgah did but typify i 424-4, 
de A . ſecond good Man ſhou d hereafter dic 
7 oſe Goodneſs ſhew'd the Way to Bliſs Divine | 
lo- Like thoſe whom Moſes led to Paleſti ne.. 
ry _- BURRIDGE! The pious, holy, good and jut, 
0- Too ſoon c reduced into filent Duſt; e 
TY But moſt inexorable is the Fate, ; JOE. 
ne MMM hich wou'd not grant his Life a longer Date 
r . - Whoſe talking, with Examples, ſbem Mankind pot; 
ay Hom he eternal Happineſs might ink. 
n Tphis Loſs I never can too much regret, © 
of A Too too ſoon his darling Virtus“ 11u . 
che Alas] No more on Earth Jil hear that Voice, © 
© Which made the heavenly Choire to rejoice. e. 
Aud is he gone Ah ah Too qr he's dead, ' ' | 
#8 His Soul is in Elijah s Chariot fle. 1 
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Tet cou d 1 raiſe him from his preſent Sleep, 
"Tis Tears of Blood my wat'ry Eyes fhou'd Weep: 
But hold---- forbear---- my Sorrows to exclaim 

Or what condutts him to eternal Fame: > 
Methinks I hear deſcending Angels ery, 

Aſcend ble BURRIDGE to thy native Sky; 

For till you mount your bright ſeraphick Seat, 

The Joys of Heaven cannot be compleat. 


Not long after the Death of my Father, I ——— | 


and took Degrees in the moſt extravagant Follies, and had 
ſuch Delight in Vanity, that the Sro:ck-could talk of me 
with no leſs Contempt and Deriſion, than the charitable 


Chriftian with as much Pity and Compaſſion z whilſt like 
2 Man in a high Fever, I made a Felicity of my Diſtemper, 


by fancying in the Lightneſs of my Head I was amongſt An- 
gels, and in as glorious a Condition as they. Going to a 
encing-School, in a ſhort Time I became ſo expert in the 


bloody Art of defacing God's Image, that I would quar- 


rel with any Man upon the leaſt Provocation at all; and 


upon the ſlighteſt Pun&ilio of Honour, nothing but a Duel 


would mitigate what my haughty Spirit deem'd an Af. | 


fon Hue, but yet without Murder, that I always bore 
away the Palm from my Antagoniſts, without receiving a 
Wound in any Part of my Body. Being utterly averſe to 
the Study of Divinity, my Mother was very deſirous I 
ſhould ſtuly the Lam, by entering me into the honourable 
Society of the Inner-Temple; but as I was of a giddy, in- 
conſtant, roving, fickle Mind, ſhe would not preſently buy 
meany Chambers there, bat rented a couple of Chambers in 
n in Chancery-Lane, to fee firſt how cloſe I 


might follow the Fatigue of revolving ancient Records, 


| _poring on old Statutes, and reading intricate Reports; but 


what few Hours I could ſpare from my Pleaſures, I only be- 
ſtow d on the Peruſal of the Pleas of the Crown, whereby 


I might know how to plead for my ſelf when I committed 


_ any criminal Matter; or to attain at leaſt to ſo much more 
Honefty, ar to be vexatious to him that had more 8 


4 
1 by 
1 11 5 
+ : 7 
8 
Honeſty AW. 
" - 4s * 
= 
- 
1 - 
= 7 46 


4 
2 


2 — ——̃ —ᷣ— A nnn 


Wi! front; being ſo ſucceſsful in all my Challenges, that in 
I | Eighteen Duels, both at home and beyond Sea, Fortune 
po much ſmil'd on my Sword, too often dy'd with a crim- 
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of a Converted ATHEIST. 7 

However, in a little while, taking no more Niverſion in 
pondering on the 1 than reading the Goſpel, and with- 

al, receiving a Check from the Principal of the Houſe; for 
my Laundreſs finding me in Bed with a Bona — 28 
in- 


ing my Study as much as I reſented his Repriman 
ſtantly carry d off the Furniture of my Chambers, and bad 
adieu to the Inn. Bilking Bawdy-houſes, Coaches, and Link- 
men, breaking Windows, and beating Watches, I made 
my common Paſtime, till my Pocket paying too often for 
the Frolick, I had a great Averſion to the ſame; but more 
out of Fear of Charges, than any Inclination of becoming 
ood ; becauſe, having no Reſpett at all for real Goodnefs, 
[ would obſtinately make my ſelf incapable of either hol 
ſom Council, or good Advice, So long as I kept my falf. 


by Perſons of either Sex, but when I was intoxicated in L. 
quor, I was a Terror to all Companies; being ſo miſchie- 
voua, that it hath often been my Admiration that I have not {| 
ſhorten'd my Days, by coming to an untimely End for per-' | 
＋ ſome wilful Murder, or elſe ſent to my long Homes 

by thoſe whom l have moſt groſly abus d and inſulted over, | 
@ without any Reſpect of Perſon whatever. In all my lews | 
Pranks acted with Women efert bony never had the, * 

Misfortune to be contaminated with thoſe Infections which = 4 


conſidering the Paſſions of Love could never be juſtly re- 
taliated by ſuch Harlots who were oblig'd to every new 
Face they ſaw for a Livelyhood, I ſuddenly withdrew my 


OY ati OW i'm, OÞiyw OG kf. 


ſome innocent Virgin, or married Woman, who was an 


d 


of her Husband, In all ny Deng to Venus I always © 
prov'd very fortunate, for (but without a vain Conceit of. _ 
my ſelf do I ſpe it) I never laid Siege to the Fortreſs of - 
any Female's Virtue, but a Capitulation was ſounded be.. 
fore 1retir'd from the Breaches. However, I had not ſuch © 
2 good Opinion of my ſelf, as too many of our Gallants 
have now a-days, as to think every Woman that look d on 
me was in Love with my Perſon ;, nor was I ſo baſe as to 
ſcandalize the Innocence of thoſe whom I knew not to be 
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eee, | would never i nm 
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ſober my Converſation was delectable, and much coveted... 


are uſually concomitant with venereal Sports; however, } 


ſelf from their bewitching Society, and 'valu'd not what 5 f 
Money it coſt me to carry on the Intrigues of Love with 


abſolute Stranger to the Embraces of any Man, but thoſe + | 


t; and where I had broken a Commandment with - | | 
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of all the Fair Ones whom I had deluded, I never blaſted 
the Reputation of any, but Two; and that was an emi- 
nent Citizen's Daughter in London, whom I had withdrawn 

from Mr. N. mn u, Barriſter of the Midale- Tem. 

ple; and the other the W ite of a particular Friend whom 

I caſt in à Suit of Law which he commenc'd againſt me 

for eloping with her: Nay, ſich was my inveterate Spleen © 
againſt them, for, ignorantly, not defignedly, betraying”: 
me in a Matter, which caus d me to be confin'd at Mr: Al. 

lens the Meſſenger's Houſe in the SO the Space of Ele- 
ven Weeks, that I alienated my Affections, without ever 
%% OE EP RRE Dr o CToon 


Then, at the Per ſuaſion of my Mother and other Friends, 
intending to change my Condition, I was married by 
Mr. Poltan, the Jefuit (who was then Tncognito in England) 
at the Portugue⁊ e- Ambaſſador's Chappel in Lincolus- Im. 
Fields, after the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of 


Rome, on Thurſday the 18th of Auguft 1692. But 


- * 


the Copartner of my Fortunes was the Mirror of good Na- 
ture, Modeſty and Virtue, deſcended of a truly good, ho- 
neſt and worthy Family of Leominſter in Herefordſbire, 
et the Match was not over-pleaſing to my Mother; who'' 
eing alſo very much griey'd at my entring into the 25 hh 
- Communion, for I had hid my Apoſtacy from her till now; 
ſhe would often mind me how the poor Church of England, 
my Mother, did long to receive me àgain with Joy into 
her Boſom, and to kiſs me with the Kiſſes of her Love, 
and to uncover to me her Breaſts of Conſolation ; whence 
 Tneed not draw the Wind of falſe Doctrine, nor fear the 
Blood of Tyranny and Oppeſſion, but might ſuck in that 
ſincere Milk, which would be my Soul's only true Nouriſh-' 
ment hereafter. 236 10s EEO eee 32010 


©. Nevertheleſs I was reſolutely bent to remain within the 
Pale of the Church of Rome, becauſe it gave me a greater 
Latitude in Sin, than any Religion whatſoever. I was one | 
alſo of a very nice Palate in eating, often chuſing my Meat. Ill 
by its Coſt and Rarity, not Uſe and Wholſomnefs, which! ] 
verify'd the old Proverb, Whar's far fetch d and dear bought, 
is Meat for Gentlemen. I always hated any Thing tht: : 
was grave and ſerious, to avoid the Entertainment of good f 
Thoughts; and nothing could put me in Mind of my Mor- : 
0 


N tality but the Ringing of Bells, which ſtill make me natu-: f 
14 1 rally Melancholly, wherefore I would then go out — I 


© 


e , as ſuppo ns 1 Seay of 


my juvenile Blood wo [i hereafter "make Meditativlls's ow 


ho cheir ſeveral Poſts and Quality; ſo going to the 


Death. x Buſineſs of Courſe. © 
Being not Maſter of my "own Mind, and finding the 
complaifant F Kron and virtuous Cartizze of my Wife,” 
4 ſeem to giv ve her 4 Breeding fit for Heavenz his 
ſo far won my Mother's Heart, that ſhe lov'd her as her 
own Child ; I left her under x: Government, with a Re- 
ſolution of trying my Fortune beyond Sea; for a. 
being to be made upon a French Iſland in the Weft- Indies, - "oY 
I was reſolv'd to go a Voluntier thither; but not ſo. ot 
out of an Ambition of being thought one that exp * 
Life for the Honour of my King and Country, 4 out % 
Self-Intereft ; for to the Firſt I never took the el fle Guck of Al 
legiance and Supremacy, as aſſuming the Crown of that 
unfortunate Prince, under whom 1 ſhould have monte 
the Pinnacle of Grandeur; 3.45 to the Latter, 1 ns no ſnely 
Obligation of ſpilling my Blood for the popular re 
of * old Enlogy, He lies in the Bed of Honour.” 
Hand it ſeem'd was to be divided, in 01081 was ONT * 
the Engliſh Forces, among all the Survivors, "OO to. 


Wight, with an Intent to Jeave my Wife behind me, 15 
not been there above Six Weeks, but ſhe came to me, for 
fear of loſing the Opportunity of ever ſeeing me again, and 
ſo earneſtly entreated to £0 beyond Sea with me, that E 
could not deny her tender Suit. Then taking her on Bear 
the Burdeaux-Merchant, a Ship of 1 >; Funk _ kW ND. 
cis Wheeler ſetting Sail about the ß 
ve met with a terrible Storm in the Bay of 27 2 
being tainted with Atheiſ. ſm, I had no App eat 10n ot 
Danger of Death, for in the moſt dreadful and 855 
Tempeſts I audaciouſſy out-bray'd the Thoughts of it; by 
Bb g At Cards, Dice, Draughts, Tables, or 4 
w, the Occaſion of my turning At heit procteded fon 
the g great eh or 1. — 70 in reading Lucretins and · Lutiam a 
Dialogues; 'w ious Aurhors fo poĩſon d my Re- 
ſon, that publickly 9 niger Being of a Deity rand the 
Tenets 7 2 Reſurrection, Judgment, Heayen, ot Hell, 1 
have made my Auditors ftand 1 and not able tocon- © 
fate my impious Aſſertlons, F. have ceasd any further 
t- Diſgutation, with the Saying of Feen 4 the 7 Apoſtle 
heir: | A dh We Ten art fide rhy ane re LI 


e . 


KR 11412 Ly II _— 
== hes wat; T8 by the T 
thee et way, let me i ingenĩouſſ | 
confeſs, that I was allur d more out of Novelty a than 05 
— to imbraee atheiſtical Notions, for truly ſuch a 
Proſelyte only in Practice, not in Reality, 
Ther cannot be indeed; for I neyex heard nor read in all 
my Life of any real Atheiſ, but what at the Point of Death 
awn'd a Godhead, and with Fear and Horror dreaded the 
2 into a future State. 
hing at Madera, where I was kindly entertain'd by 
ſveral Prieſts on Shore; about the Beginning of March we 
came to an Anchor at Bridge-Town in Barbadoes, where, 
after Three Weeks Refreſhment at the Houſe of one Ma- 
jor: Andrews, we ſet fail again, and came to an Anchor in 
Alarine-Bay at Martineco, where ſeveral EGF being ſet 
e as à Signal to the Inhabitants ng the Country, 
was to come to invade it the next Morning 
early, „ being on Sunday, General Foulkes Hand ed, after ſome 
Ts ou Te Rep ox Paw 3 2 5 of 20 
; his e nel God wins men 
Sons of £2 ef the Duke of Boltor's Aab a 
ith 1500 CEN. That went Voluntiers upon their own. | 
Ts ſt and Charges. Next Da y Admiral Wheeler went on 
Share 5 65 the Remainder 5 the Auw and the Marines, 
at ich ſo landed him, and joining Gene- 
ral Fulle Mets We pu put all to Fire and Sword for the Length of 
23 en the whole 1 going on Board again, w Jas 
_ weighd 14 and came before Fort- Royal; but a 
War holding it not proper to attac it, by EO in 


2 1 F wary with ve Fortifications, beſides 
above 100 Pieces wer Brass Canon planted on it ; e 


havi 

Gird fro m thence to Blagfter, where dee he whole 5 5 r 
| — on Eaſter- Monday, and Were having urage 
ts give us re ind Bloody Fr bend be- 
_ twixt us, which held near 4 Hours, inſomuch that we loſt 
goo Men. in 12 but the Enemy, who were 
| en in Number, loft thrice as many. In 
one it w mY 4 by Admiral Wheeler be. 

dau unf if with ſuc] ndaunted Bravery and. C 

| Sod ef Dead lb e Hops on the Right and 
me, that he was pleas'd to make me his Secretary Ta 
| aan A ſignal Vittory 72 * French, next Ba the 
lay down before the Town 0 er, when 2 Mer 
fro! WE, Fl ; Berge preſently £ 
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und my ſe in Teats, Wit on S 

and ſeveral other Officers Wives, who mere condi 

A bor fas the unlncky Hand of Fate ſhould mak 


1 os. x 
| y 6 & neſt Perfuaſion 1 remain'd with he 
and 44 Days both the Admiral and General came on 
Board again their reſpective Ships, with the Men un 
their Command, having broke up the Siege of thet- 
ſelves, becauſe 1 not agree about. the Plundet. 
Then we went to Dominica, where, whilſt the Fleet \ 
taking freſh Water, I ahd my Wife went x-ſhore with &- © |} 
veral Officers re Hr Wives to take a View of this 
which is inhabited N wild W afterwards k- 
turning on Board, We il again; and now the Plague 
raging mg: t violently, even us "Officers, Soldiets and 
d 4 POIs 7775 t my Cups, that I made it 
N ame, to ſee poor Men lie 
be to Death 15 th © Fundament above Deck, 
thrown age or Ten in a Day Over-boatd for a Bait to 
Fiſh, which lay in the deep Rece ale c ae. 
Reaching Montſerrat, the en hole cet lay by, till Sir H- 
cis Wheeler and I went to take a Repaſt a- ore for Three 
or Fog Hours; then returning on Board, we made the | 
beſt of our 7005 to St. Chriſtopher s, Mherè we came q an 
ore of one oad, and put 5 the ſick. Men on Shore: - | 
But the Contagion not cea ng, after ſome Days lying there, 
25 were 1 75 on Board again; and after a Day or, Two 
ling wy as took very ill, inſomuch that her Li 
Was e 0 ph y God's Bleſſing) through her be- 
ing well kept 1 170 Job d after; as well is the x Convenienty 
of A [Reſidence on the liquid Element could afford, the W 
y. recover'd by that Time we ati at b , 


ng Where the Governor obliging us to perform 2 


rantine, the fiek Men were put a-ſhore on little Iſſes a - 
cent to the main 


Land, but Officers and the like wete pet- - 
mitted to go into Beton, the chief Town of this Country, 
wherein 1 Fehded ibout a Month. By this Time the Men 
being well, and put on Board, we 10 over the Banks of - 
Newfo 4, which was very Auger falling, till We 
came and caſt Anchor in Placentia-Bay belonging to the 
French z who had there a Colony, w ek we durſt 50 at- 4 
5 N reaſon of the many Ni which we had loſt Sofa 
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wor ickheſs in a ene Thang Rs 
the Bay of 5 Colony be ogging to the Eng/:/þ in New- 
foundſ and, be e and my Wife lay Three Weeks a- ſnore, 
and from whence the Dunkirk, with Two or Three more 
Men of War, being ſent to St, Jolm's, anothes Colony be- 
Long ing to the French in this Wand, they bombarded it to 
the Ground; then after their Joining us again, we weigh'd 
23 in order to return home's ; but within Three or 
our Days after ſetting Sail, w 7 2 moſt violent 
„Storm, which Ailperſed the Whole t: However, For- 
12 To Jo fayooring, = that it blew the right Courſe; the Il. 
Ecole 40 0 Ship of about 400 Tans (in which I was 
1 to 7257 reaſon Sir Francis Wheeler had ſeveral 
| gihead 80 'Galitia on Honea brought us ſate, by the 

elp of a Pilor, dach King- Road (à large Haven betwixt 
aud and Mal- 5) about the latter End of October, 1693. 
ere going a. ore, and receiving a Letter from Sir Fran- 

is Wheels 7 that was fafe arriv'd in Cat-warer, in the 
4 e Third | Rag p. 1 in, Which he oil gel. h s 


| maſt-to 
oi h, a he 8 7 5 e Ti line eaying O 2 for my Wiſe 
ä Hot e after me by: the firſt Spee * Rete ih Wik 
$07 1 T would ny ngt go to Sea a e her Boon, 
7 . bp my Place; a little this or. 
. perfor None LS 27 ReluQancy, 7 was. wat Jo dange- | 
aul; the iet Fever, At being ply over both 
* are and Apgthecaries, nothin bur f uUrren 224 0 
Breath Was expected eyery Moment. This! 
"zation happen '4 according as it had been celle by the 
res afore-mention'd; but the Almighty being pleas'd 
to, reſtore me to TS Health, and in my ſolitary Re- 
ATirements in the Country making ſerious Reflections on 
rhe, great Dangers. I eſcap'd in the midſt of Storms and 
Tempeſts, Duels and Battle, Plague and Perils of Drown- 
Ing, have thought to- my ſelf Jab t God by his providen- 
tial Care of my Perſon was'graciouſly pleas d to work ſuck 
Preſervation for ſome extraordinary Futpoſe, beſt known 
5 his own un ſearchable Wiſdom and with King Agrippa, 
I was almoſt Ex 'l ſuaded to be @ Chriſtian. However. (with 
Confuſion an thy do I ſpeak it) my good Intention of 
becanglng a good 'Chriftian was but al maſt indeed, not wholly 
e  for-no ſooner Was I taking my Pipe over a Bottle 10 by 
Vine, * my pt Foigate * bat it was ſtig 
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— eee, oh 


my Ambition not to' be exceeded by them in Pröphane- 


the 25th of June, 1697. nam 


on Saturday 
val of St. e and ba 8 Els by Name; 


found my Mother and Siſter « 


married about a Yeat before my Father 1 but ſhortly. 
after Renting à Houſe m far. 


. parting this Life, as I fat on her OED 
th of May, 1 
rate in this elegiack Ras e NE 


_—_ 


neſs. 
No ſooner was L recover'd from the Brink of the — 


but my dear Wife was laid down with the ſame Diſtemper, 
however, by God's leave overcame it; after which: bi we 
came to Briftol, where, on Weaneſday the 17th of April, © 


1 my Wife (after many Miſcarriages) was brought to 
beer of a Boy, er fv has which died at 8 Days 


and was there buried in St. Peter's Church- yard. 1 "io 
alſo Three other Sons (never 1 y Girls) by her; one 
born in the Pariſh of St. LG the Fields, on Saturday 
nam'd” Emanuel, and died on F- 
day the th of January following; and Two Sons now ſur- 
viving, the firſt born in the Pariſh of St. Clement-Danes, 
the zoth of Novels 100 the — 


the other born in the fame Pariſh, on T. 5 the zoth — 

October, 1704. and chriſten d Richard William. * 5 
After I came to England, having with my Wife led 2 

Country-Life for above Two Years, and being then defir- 

ous to ſee my Friends, we took a Journey to London, where 

reſs d in a fable Attire at 5 

the News 8 our being caſt away and drown'd; but ap 


ſooner did they with great Wonder and Afſtoniſhment be- 
hold ns, but their mourning Weeds were thrown off with 


as un Joy 7; 4s before put on with Grief and Sorrow 3 and 


our ha 17900 Meeting was expreſs d in as paſſionate à manner 
9 


as that of Jeſeph and Jacob, When he 25 Nom let me die, 
fince I have ſex: Five "becanſe thou art yer alive. At 
this Time my Mother lived wit my Siſter,” w who had been 


I took my 


Habitation, with whom I and-my Wife Bed! in great Com- 
fort, Love, and Unity for near Three Years, and then de- 


1698. her Death 1 e r commemo- : b 


5 Te ſacred Mi e at rr 
And 's your ſolemn Sighs, like mine, 41 5 
Since Deſtiny, the Inſtrumem of Fate, © 
Wy loving Mather do's from me ee be oh 


8 * 1 * *-4 k 9 b 
Much © 


Mother tomy _ 


on Friday the/ "4 


— 
8 e e or 
che be ſaid upon ber Maiden-Lofe, 


er much more on her Virtues, when a Toy * 
Thi e Cape, is, Hifi, nigh bez 
E or ft m 
«24 as ſhe holy 4 40 4:4 Je 4 
Fleeing in the Lord contin 
'd fhe was with matchleſs aith Fad Lov, 
Te the Joys laid up for fuch | 
A Pride contemn'd, and Vanity did ha > 
. Frames 1 to a Heſed ng 5 
eming ſecond Marriage to be 
Time cou d not make her change 1. Pele, 5 
5 e as er Hh 
at Son aughters might s her. arte. 
Was I to count ber Vi rtues by pie pole er hl | 
© The greateſt Number in the firſt a 4, 
. paſt he ClimeBrich 5s n f 
et ai e guickly after reſign | 
q, freely yielded her moſt 223% Breads, 
| | To live in endleſs Bleſſings after Heath. Se e 


Alter my dearly; be loved Mother was Interr'd by my 
Tiber in the green Church yard in St. Martins 4 the 
Lay at their own -Deſire, as more private tha 

845 ich N to the Str treet, being griev'd. at the 
ots of her, and my Child a little before, it was not long 
Jon went 0 Ho with an Intent to Tee the Jubilee 
1 rated. at Rome hy Fope Clement XI. Bat one Sands 
7; Mn at Dice — 100 Guinea s and Piſtoles wi 
1 05 en at the Hague, it ſpoil'd. 
1 I was 5 3 2 > FG 
dam mant, a young Gentlewoman, 
er n . 2 . rtunes, e ee entertain d me at 
. Ai her oven Fiouſe, wi Ronr gm her Hnſ- 
7 es 185 Nee for Jelouh 7 Par ow ings olence, 


hich 
Wy N, dor - an 5 oy Der eees 8 debe beſt 


| of my way for London, 3 1 * joyfully welcom'd by 


my Wife, who was much from her. 
Though my licentious Ace not ay any fign of Re- 


lion in me, vet did I often endeavour to turn my Wife 


— 


11 , 


f * 


Journey; and 


do be a Popit > but prcvailing neither by fair or foul means 


1-0 work r Converſion, for ſhe faid, though her Tu 


2 where one 


Yn © 
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| fach as difſembling Language, covert, Fagan, 
— * and under-hand Com 1 in al my ny Ace, I 


FUSS N 


ality, and to ſhare with them, endeavour d by W 


come as like one as Humanity would permit me. Vice Was 


neſs, 
ao. laugh d at all 
ES 
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for me Incited her to Fan Marrimoay after the Rites 3 | 


of the Church of Rome, yet ſhe would never deviate from 
the Principles of the Church of England, in which ſhe had 
been moſt carefully educated; I left her to her own Will, 
which alſo took care. religi y bringing up my Chit 
2 the fame Faith. On Faſts, 3 ys of Abſtine 
pointed according to the Rubrick of the Eſtabliſh" 
Church, I would eat Fleſh to chooſe; and the common 
Courſe of my Life, and ordinary Converſation was to 
loath'and abhor any Thing that founded of Chrifienity. 1 
was not without Foults in in 3 and therefore n 
enormous Way of living made People often taint me 
Crimes which I never committed; but Wr all 107 Wick 
edneſs, 1 had never any falſe Aſp 
wrong'd by any one, whom did no not ban w. by Fe, 
ſadden Death, or reducing to extream Poverty ging 
once to ſee ſome Acquaintaince at the Univerſe ; of Cams 
bridge; and lying in Jeſus-College, I poiſon'd the Under- 
ſtanding of ſeveral. of the Collegians there, by making my 
moſt heloved and "lauſible Vices paſs currently for unque- 
ftionable Virtues; and though endeavour d by. Dint f 
of Argument to convince me of the Truth of the Apoſties⁵ 
Propolition, That Goalineſs is great Gain; yet would at 
L allow it, unleſs they would grant me that this was a Io 
gical Converfion, —— not to be queſtion d, Ke pro .- 
Gain 1s Godlineſs. So long as I had Shifts enough left me, 
cun- | 
ntri- 


Flatteries, treacherous Compoſt 


thought 1 wanted no honeſt valions to ſecure my odious 


among my wicked Aſſociates. Too have Y 
grudge the poor brute Animals their Irration- | 


ty to degrade my ſelf into a Beaſt, or, at 


to be- 


the very Quinteſſence of that Honour I moſt coveted in 

this World; any new invented Sin! laimed a qualify 

ing Virtue; " the fortunate Succeſs I — had bn YI | 

made me only 2 I praQiſed. it: 22 

Inſtruction, if 

= it me, Was 3 of a e 

ractices have made. her nv 

worth my regarding, ut ra 
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to behold both Veſſels ſplit at once, and in the mean Time 


flatter my ſelf up with the deviliſh Hopes of raiſing my 


Fortunes by the miſerable Wreck. 
After the Acceſſion of Queen ANNE to the Throne, 
whom God long preſerve to Reign over us, having an Or- 


der granted me by the Lords of the Admiralty at their Of- 


fice, for the Regulating Captains to allow me what Im- 
9 i demanded, to impreft as may Men as would 
Man a Third Rate Ship in Three Weeks, for a Reward 
- whereof I was to have a Captain Lieutenant's Poſt in a 
Ship of the fame Rate; I impreſt no leſs than 189 Men in 
the Space of Six Days, but the Charges of maintaining 
Three, and ſometimes Four Gangs, which daily waited 
on me, amounting to more than what would purchaſe 
ſuch a Polt, and the Lords of the Admiralty deny ing me 
any Confideration to eaſe my Purſe, 1 left off the Perfor- 
mance of my Order at the Lofs of 30 Pounds. My irre- 
e e having reduced me now to a very low Con- 
dition, Neceſſity obliged me to ſeek a Livelihood by my 
Pen, which in a very little Time depriv'd me of my Li- 
berty; for writing a Libel which lampoon'd the Dutch, 
by burteſquing our Church-Catechiſm, and to clear the 
Printer, who was took into Cnſtody for Printing it, I 
ſurrender'd my ſelf to Sir Edward Clark, Knight and Al- 
derman of London; before whom owning and ſubſcribing 
my ſelf to be the Author of the aforeſaid Libel, my Mit- 
timus was made for Newgate. In December 1702. I was 
indicted and arraigned at the Seſſions-Houſe in the Old- 
Baily; and after a long Tryal held before Judge Pawel, 
and Sir Samuel Daſhwood, Knight, Lord-Mayor of Lon- 
don, the Jury brought in their Verdict, which found me 
Guilty. Then Sir Salathiel Lovel, Knight, Recorder: 
making a learned Oration, which ſeem'd to make m 


Crime moſt diabolical and malicious, in not only ridicu- 


ling the Summary of the Chriſtian Faith, but that it alſo moſt 


groſſy reflected on the States of Holland, and therefore was 
conſtrued as if 1 had a Deſign to break the Alliance be- 
teen the Queen and their High Migltineſſes; his Worſhip 


then proceeded to paſs Sentence on me, which was to 
ſtand in che Pillory at tlie End of Chancery-Lane in Flear- 
Arett, Cheapfide-Conduit,' and the Royal-Exchaige, with 


an Inſcription ſetting forth my Crime over my 3 
ace | = 


have the Libel burnt before my Face at each Place, by 
* 9 * TL ESI 75 9 . 3 * * 5 „ 7 , 89 + 2 p 44 * > # 3 
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on me by Robert Stephens, 2 605 ger b ap* 
pear in Chancery, to Anſwer a Conga of 1 See my” 
Company, exhibited againſt me for writing a Thing, which . 
was pro ibited from bein vended by 

ction granted by Sir Nathan Wright; 'Lord-Keet 
Broad-Seal; it put me to a great 125 of Tro alt y . 
by the Favour of his Grace che Duke of Kent, pr A 
Hecheville, and the Lady Heriot G rodolphin, they pr ur d 
me the Queen's Authority for Publiſhing the fame; add to 
ſecure the Propriety thereof to my fel it was enterd: _ ou 
the Signet-Office at Whitehall, ſign d by his Grace tke Duke fu 
of Buckingham, then Lord-Keeper o of the Privy-Seal. 25 
keing they maintain 'd that the Prerogative of theCrown 
Was not Nove the Power of their Patent, which inveſted 2 
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Hand of the Common on Hangman; and. 2877 40 9 a 
the Two Sheriffs. V "Whilſt I was 2 "Priſoner 'of 
_ very well maintain'd by the Party that epo 
and by the Interceſſion of ſome Friends, 
Be fd, ind »\ $90 Sir Samuel Gerard, Baronet; "taking my 
bond gray em-20 19 5 a £ 17 but Weds = 3 
me for Non- Payment, provide e n fo the 
ture from libelling Church and State der ind mi Free 
dom after a Year's Confinement; tabont 4 Week efor 
my enjoying the common Liberty) "A 
fortunes breaking my only Sifter S H 
with Grief, and the-News thereof Affecting me 
I could ot but 77 her Death i this Epita | 
wy her Grave | n the Church. y St. Clements 


* 


Flere, here the 1275 155 Sets fs, 2 * DAR e 
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"0 - Grief, For my C ere | yrs 1-120 r7averr 
Her, "ing fly to. 75 n Sh, 3 2811114 101 A:5 
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I pity her Ca 5 
of? wit h as 75 55 e Ty ni Mall. 
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. be before the * Throne” | 
Not long after this Tribulatiott 4 N 
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caſt for Printing 
chael mai Term following, 
Mr. Adams, the en 
Bench-Bar in Weſtmi 

Day 1 "mos Sir Solath 


ö licitor-General, 
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| gin of ring Almanac nacks, of N Katendars, ſolely in 
71 005 de of not diſpute their Ti itle 
. A my Printer, who was to be an 
905 2 5 N in my Projection, Ee not 8 
in e. t a Pamp lets ich I wr 
e 
ner in the City neis thereof 
med much to . both young Men and Maids 
banchery, Six hong athiel Lover's. Warrant was iſſued 
ainſt pe, rar Sad Printer, who being took up and 
over by Sir Thomas ring night and Alderman of 
there 


2 5 abſconded. Then 
5 l averliing accent ound againſt him, 
e removd the Matter into the 


Wen of Srece*endo was order'd 
5 0 or Tres hat Was 

at the Ongon? s Bench in Guildhall, and 
Trinity-Tern, 170%. The Mi- 

the ee 2 by 
lüicitor, t 602 ear at the Queen's 


Hal, in Court on the 


nevertheleſs try” 


y a 1 5 id the Common Ser- 

; nt Bat 5 Council, 11 for. Hl London, demanding 
e oo 1 5 1 8 hi d dw Northey — 
Attorney-Genera 8 Sir Robert Raymond, at 15 15 


ing Council 120 e Defend 

ſeveral learned ee not 60 prov'd ih Pa 

et not 325 Wal hel, as the Council againft them alledg- 

ſhew'd. the Proſecution was Was u on 2 

2 whereupon the Right Honourable the 

| lei Juſtice Holt, writs the reſt of the Reverend 
of the Queen's Bench, acquitted the Printer, as not 


 gvilfy of any Mildeameanor ; >) their Opinion muſt o 
54 WT 10s Orgy 0 wee 


the Author of the Pam rer 
iſſatisßed at their bein ng thu 


However, th 


Caſt . in March 1707-8. et at 
| ro Sm in H Nahe „ e Mr. Fe the Gtty er 


ſhal-ſerv'd the Recorder's Warrant on me for writing the 
aforefaid Pamphlet. I was carried before Sir William Mi- 


2 Knight 1 of London, where it was pro- 


pos'd to: me to leave the Kingdom, or elſe the City was | 


dee d to ſue me to the uttermoſt of their Power, by che 
1 e or — _— * deing ay” | 
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how chargeable it wont be in C1 
ſnould certainly be caſt, and being alſo at 


their Propoſal, and went into Ireland, from whegce 
came into Scotland, where I was moſt civilly entertain 
both at the Univerſity of Glaſcow and Edinburgh, and theri 
return'd Home to my Wife and Family in the Liberty of 
Weſt minfter, on the iyth of April, 129. 
While this Printer, I laſt ſpoke of,” was at Law wit che 
City, he moſt earneſtly begg'd and pray'd of me not to 


abſent his Houſe, becauſe it would be the Ruin of him; 


being more generous than to leave him at this Time of Di- 


ſtreſs, I frequently went thither as Ius d to do; and at his 


making dumb Signs at what extraordinary Charges he was 


ou to in deferiding himſelf againſt the City, and fearing , 


he might betray me, I gave him a Bond for — 
of his Charges; which made him then ſo Inſolent, that he 
r ne to have me at his Beck when he pleas d:; but my 


Soul deſpiſing the Inſolence of ſuch a mean ſorry Fellow 
who liv's by the Production of my Brain, ſo that I would 


not be ſubmitting to his Arrogancy, he arreſted'me ſeveral 
' Times; and laſtly, being in Cuſtody at a Sponging-Houſe 
in Clare-ftreet for above a Fortnight, where we could come 
to no Agreement, I went to the Gatehonſe-Priſon at RN. 


mirnfter, in November, 1711. as reſolving then not to come. 
to any Terms upon the Bond which his Villany extorted 
from me, for neither Goods nor Value receiv d; and far- 
thermore made another Reſolution of never eanin 
my ſmall Knowledge again with writing any more ſuch in- 
ificant ſmall Pamphlets of half a Sheet, or a whole one. 
ave already obliged the World with The 


id, God willing, a 
at Liberty, bring to Perfection the following Ks 
namely, The Trader's Dictionary; Poems on ſeueral Ener- 
gent Occaſions ;, The Britiſh Pacquet open d; theon: 


Or, The Hiſtory of the Heathen Gods mentioned in the S. 


tures; Lucretius with Notes; The Britiſh Kalendar; Ri- 
chardi Burridgei Lectiones orientales, cum Verſiont Latma; 


The Britiſh Chronology, Herodotus tramſated; and Biblis 
ſatra'ex hebreo Latine reddita, & Annotationibus i luſtrata, 
Y Authore Richardo Burridgeo; which have been partly the 
ws i EFlaborate Performance of 20 — ears, to the great ps 
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the ſame Time 
under a Cenſure of the Spiritual Court, I acquieſced f 


; Gazetrer's Se- 
left Hiftory of Europe, with Maps of my own Projetting; - ⁵⁶ 
2 lug, a cloſe Purſuit of my Studies ſhal when 
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of my Health, by bringing on me, thro' Colds and No- 
cturnal — og the Rheumatiſm and violent Defluxion 
— Eyes 4 being ſo bad that the Loſs of one being fear'd 
the moſt famous Oculiſts and Chy rurgeons : After all 
cir Experiments try'd on me, I ſeach'd what Phyſical 
Authors I had in my Study, and by converſing with the 
Dead, found out a Remedy which reſtor'd the moſt dan- 
gerous Eye to Sight aga n. 
The ſeveral Limes of my Confinement happened accord- 
ing to the Prediction of thoſe Who calculated my Nativity; 
but nevertheleſs I am ſuch an Infidel to the Art of Aſtro- 
logy, that I take all their Figures, Schemes, and Calcula - 
tions to be no other than gueſs-work. Whilſt I was a 
— ner in the Gate houſe-Priſon at Meſt minſter, there be- 
ing no tight Underſtanding betwixt me and William Taylor 
the Keeper thereof, becauſe not knowing his Duty, I 
would make him ſenſible of it, ſo that all Men in his Cu- 
ſtody ſhould not be inſulted over and impos'd on as they 
had been, he ſuborn'd Four Priſoners. to ſwear Blaſphemy 
againſt me, for which I was convicted before the Right 
Horiourable the Lord Chief Juſtice Parker, and the Right 
; Honoutable Sir Robert Beacheroft, Knight, Lord-Mayor of 
'  London;- and Sentence was pais'd on me to ſtand in the 
Pillory at er- and juſt without Temple-Bar in 
the Strand; and to affer Impriſonment for a Lear. But 
though this Accuſation was falſe and moſt malicious, yet 
had I not ſuffer'd unjuſtly, I had not been brought to a due 
Senſe of my Sins; whereas, on the contrary, I impute 
this Scandal to be a Production of God's Providence for 
the making me a good Man, through the pious Inſtructions 
of Mr. Lorrain, the Ordinary of Newgate, who did me not 
{| only: the Favour of Preaching at my Requeſt Two excel- 
lent Sermons in the Chappel there, both Forenoon and 
Afternoon, on Sunday the 25th of May, 1718. and at the 
Requeſt of ſeveral Gentlemen preach d the fame again the 
Sunday followingz.:chooling for his Text theſe words, The | 
Lord is not /lack iconcerning his Promiſe (as ſome Men count 
Slackneſs) but is long: ſuffering to us-ward, nat willing that 
any ould periſh, but that all, ſhould: come to Repentance, . 
2 Pet. Chap. III. ver. 9. But alſo he will have the Honour 
f making the greateſt Atheiſt in the laſt or preſent Age, 
ſincerely perform that Petition in the Liturgy, whichim- 
plores God's Grace, for the leading hereafter a godly, rig 
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24 Day of May, at Ten of the Cl 


bees, and ſober Life, as having abjar'd and recanted 
Atheiſm and Popery, in the Chappel of Newgate, on Sun- 


day the 6th of July, 1712. and enter d into the Pale of the 
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chard Burridge, for Blaſphemy,at the Seſſions-Houſe 
in the Old-Baily, on Friday the 2d of May, 1712. 
Of Wedneſday Night, the laſt Day of April, 1712- the 


following Summons was ſent to me, then a Priſo- 
ner in the Gatehoyſe-Priſon at Weſtminſter. ' | | <1 


| Mr. Richard Burris, Donine Regina comers 


| 74 XE Notice that the Indict ment preferred and found 


againſt you laſt Seſſions, at Hicks Hall, for divers Con- 
tempts and Miſdemeanors, will be try'd on Friday next, the 
k in the Forenoon of the 
fame Day, at the Seſſions of Oyer and Terminer, for the 
County of Middleſex, at Juſtice-Hall in the Old-Baily. This 

E: Hen. Courthope, Sollicitor pro Proſecutore. 


On Friday Morning the 2d of May following, being 
convey'd in a Coach from the Gatehouſe-Priſon at Weſt- 
minſter to the Seſſions-Houſe in the Old- Baily, betwixt the 
Hours of Eleven and Twelve in the Forenoon I was ſet ts 
the Bar; then the Clerk of the Arraignments read my In- 
1 which charg'd me with drinking, in the Com- 
pany. of ſeveral other Perſons, a Health to the Confuſion of 
Almighty God,; a Health to the Devil our Mafter;, and 
Damnation to the Reſurrection. To which 1 pleaded not 
guilty ; and then withdrew.  _ b 7 \ ONO 

About Two Hours after, being ſet to the Bar again, and 
challenging my Jury impannelFd for the County of Middle: 
ſex, they were ſeverally ſhew'd me, as ſworn one by one; 
5 knowing none of the Gentlemen, to give the Court as 
little Trouble as might be, I made no Exceptions againſt 
any of them; ſo referring the Juftice of my Cauſe olely 
% their Conſciences, I put my {elf on my Tryal. * 

of. 1 ; e | IVO 
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Two Council for the Queen declaring the Reaſon of their 
appearing againſt me, the Priſoner at the Bar, and demand- 
ing that] might | wade my Plea to the Crime whereof I 
= 4 27 . 4 — beg d 17 N af Raving the Uſe 
en, Ink, and Paper, on my Iryal, which being grant- 
| ed by the Court, the Witneſſes were-calfd ; the firſt 
whereof. was one John Legg, who depos'd, That Richard 
Butridge, the Priſoner at the Bar, did in Company of one 
Richard Keele, George Milſon, William Lane, nat yet 
took,” and a certain Gentlewoman, whoſe Name he could not 
| _ to J drank the following. I _ dof the Bth and 13th 
Day of January, 1711-12, to mit, Confuſion to ighty 
. God; a Health to the Devil our Maſter ; and Damnation 
to the Reſurrectioun. P 
Here the Lord Chief Juſtice Parker ſifting the Evidence 
backwards and forwards, who poſitively inſiſted in his De- 
polition ; his Lordſhip ask'd me if I had any thing to object 
againſt the Witneſs z but deſiring all the Queen's Witneſſes 
might proceed in their-Depoſitions, I would then anſwer 
to what they would ſwear againſt me. Then one Brother- 
ton, a Scotchman, getting on the Block, he {wore as heartily 
— 507 as the other, that I did drink the aforeſaid 
ealtns. ' eln £ 1 ar OS 
Next, one Owen Wait depos d, That the Priſoner at the 
| Bar did drin a Health to the Devil his Maſter, in his 
hearing; but could not accuſe him of uttering any other pro- 


1 phane Expreſſion. __—— „ | . 
D Laſtly, one John Maybank depos'd, That ſuch Healths 
| ; 


as aboue-mention'd) were drank by Richard Burridge, but 


þ 


liev'd they were not really done out of any natural Inctina- 


i tion of himſelf to be guilty of ſuch impions Expreſſions ;, but 
tha of oo the exce La LIT . which he and 
bis Company had in by whole Quarts at à Tame, he was the 
| rather incited to pledge. ſuch wicked Healths, through the 
Allurements of Richard Keele, who Ant began to drink ſuch 
r a 4 . 
Tus theſe Four Witneſſes having upon Oath depos d 
| theſe blaſphemous Healths were drank by Richard Burridge, 
the Lord Chief Juſtice Parker ask d me, What I had to 
Ry for my ſelf? In my own Defence I reply d, That the 
| firſt Witneſs againſt, me, ale Legg, was now actually a 
Debtor in the Gate hauſe, whoſe Mofleſty (tho well ſtricken 
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A ears) would permit Him to fing and talk more Debath, 
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vrhich is a great while after the 8th and 1Iʒth of 
That an Information of - Blaſphemy muſt be given upon Oath, 


- conſcious than the reſt, in ſwear 


inſt 
_ againſt me. 
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chery in a Day than ever Rocheſter writ rin but be- 

cauſe Keele, and Milſon and I, excluded him ſometimes out 
of the Charity coming into that Priſon, as being diſcharg d 
of his Action, he bore us all a Grudge; moreover, this Be- 
| t pretending to have been a Barriſter at Law, I can- 
not but take notice with an Aſteriſm of Admiration of the 
Meanneſs of his Spirit, as well as Principle, that could 
cheat a Poor Woman, who was his Fellow-Priſoner, oat 
of Six Pence, to draw her np a Petition, but getting the 
Money, never writ her any; however, it was the unfor- 
tunate Creature's good Luck to be acquitted of what ſhe 
was accus d, by this honourable Court, at the Seſſions held 
here in hare aro paſt : But to come cloſer to the Mat-. 
ter, I admire this 


take Cognizance of theſe blaſphemous Speec 
dit ment calls them, before * r 27th | Fe 


hes, as my In- 
1711-12. 


which fays, 


contrary to a Statute in ſuch Caſes provided, 


before:ſome Fuftice of the Peace, within Four Das. 
As to Brotherton, who ſwears againſt me juſt the very 
fame as Legg did; he vas about the latter End 2 
wg to 6 rs rg e 15 riſoner ; 
to the Gatehouſe, upon  Warrant,-for-ipeaking {currilous FL 
Words againſt Her Majeſty, in „ The | 
8 was the Duke of Marlborongh's Gallant. But his 
being bail'd out before Chriſtmas laſt, and never coming to 
ſee any Body in the Gatehouſe till the Febraary following, 
is a Paradox to me how he ſhould hear what I aid on the 


Sth and 13th Days of January; therefore, if his Oath is 
not Perjury in the ſuperlative Devoe, that Crime hath ne- 
ver been committed in this Cour oi. v2; wniintt on we 
- 'Tis true, Owen Wait, a Chair-man, who had been alſo 
a Priſoner in the Gatehouſe, for wounding the Right Ho- 
nourable the Marquis of Carmarthen, being ſome what more 
ing, he only depoſes that 
he heard me drink nothing but a Health to the Devil my 
Mater; therefore, I hope your Lordſhip, with the reſt of 
the honourable Court, will be pleas'd to take this Contra- 
dition ſo far into your moſt wiſe Conſideration, as to con- 
fider on the Invalidity of them, who have already ſworn 
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Deponent, as well as the reſt, did noet 


24 RETLTIGIO LIIERTINI: Or, 
The good Principles and Probity of Jom ank, now. 
actually a Priſoner in the Gatehouſe 775 Debt, os be evi- 
dently ſeen by his ungenteel, baſe Action of writing mali- 
cious Letters to his Fellow-Priſoners Friends, and Adver- 
Gries, whereby he extorts Money out of them for telling 
them a Parcel of notorious Lies, to the great Detriment 
of them whom he writes againſt, as he did particularly by 
Richard Keele, in ſending treacherous Letters to his Wife; 
which ſo much exaſperated her againſt her Husband, that. 
ſhe never came near him afterwards, and in Three Months 
Time ſent him but Ten Pence to ſubſiſt on; but his Villa- 
ny beiny detected, Richard Keele ſtabd him in the Arm 
with George Milſor's Knife, and the wounding him in 
Three ſeveral Places in his Arm was juſtified by William 
Taylor, Keeper of /the/Gatehouſe - Again, the Honeſty of 
this Deponent may 'be' plainly ſeen, by permitting his laſt 
Wife; who daily comes to him, though his firſt Wife is yet 
alive, to defraud poor Priſoners of their Money, which t 
give her to buy them Neceſſaries; particularly one Lieute- 
nant Stephen Gellot, vrho lately gave her wherewithal to buy 
him a Piir of Shooes 3 hut as yet ſhe hath bought him none, 
nor never will: Alſol thus Jom Maybank/being a Fellow as 
much addicted to Onan's Sin as à certain Jeſuit, who de- 
lighting therein by the Aſſiſtance of a young Virgin, to 
whom he would ſay, when he had tlie Effects of his Car- 
nality in his Hand, Exce ex quo luto Homines naſcumun; 
he once committei the odioùs Fact upon George Nil ſon 
whilft drunk, but the Titillation awaking him, he, in Ab- 
hor rente of his inhumane Lechery, had like to have broke 
his Neck, by throwing him down a Pair of Stairs. So 
thit theſe are the true Reaſons, ſpoken without any Preju- 
dice or Malice, why he hates Keele and Milſon; and hath 
alſo an Antipathy againſt me, for often threatning to ex- 
poſe him in Print, for his beaſtly Actions, which he hath 
offer d to perpettate on ſeveral Priſoners, whom he thought 
might be inclinable to his Sodomitick Luſt. 
Then (after along Tryal) having above Twenty Perſons of 
good Credit in and about the Court, to ſpeak for my Repu- 
tation, 1 order'd the Cryer of the Court to call them; the 
firſt whereof was one Mr. Edward Mdwminter, x Printer; 
but the Lord Chief Juſtice baffling him in his Evidence, by - 
reflecting on my formerly libelling the States of Holland, for 
which I had undergone the Cenſure of the Law, I would.” 


Ss 


b 


* 


. ˙ —?——— — — 


of the ſeveral Witneſſes for the Queen, I am l 
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not call any more; I his Lordſh ip g2y gave his | 
Charge to the Jury, and I withdrew from 

after Richard Keele and G eorge Mil ſan had realy - 
calld to -plead to the Indictment preferred againſt — 4 
for uttering the ſame blaſphemous 5 N the firſt 

which making but a os Defenge for himſelf, and the 
other bein altogether Illiterate, co dd ſay but little 5 
thing 155 * n alledg d againſt him, I was 
B when the Jury coming in with their Ver- 
E Fa voy «G1 erk of. the Arraignments asking them how - 
they found us, the Foreman Wh the Gonſent of the reſt) 
brought us in all Three guilty 2 Miſdemeanorf, rl 
the Right worſhipful Sir Peter Knight, ap rder. of 
Lond, king the Prifoners 8 e nat to ſay for 10 them 
ſelves, before Sentence was paſt. 9715 according, 
Law, ' Richard Burridge ſpoke as. fo LOT. 17 
2 May it pleaſe the Right Honourable the a 
cc and Mr. Recorder. I ſhall not be ſo nile of as, to 
& g about to preſume to Arraign the Joes, ho- 

< nourable Court, by reaſon, according to-the-De 


by my Peers, for uttering moſt kotridle, diabols 
of © 9s, and moſt wicked Expreſſions, o f which, 1 

2 profeſs before God and Man, Lam really as innocent 

ce is the Child unborn. But, with Submiſſion, sive me 
<Jeave to lay, that the Perſons, who. have ſworn aZainlt, 
4 me, have maliciouſſy been falſe Witneſſes, not only-out- 
of a mortal-Hatred oy bear to me for Mattets recited: 
* on my Tryal, but alſo to 8 Wil;am 2 to whom. 
„they have been and are ay oblig'd; for the cr of. 
* * ing them edit for C | r-Rent and, Liquors 
* oreover, there being not a right. Underiianding, be * 


4 me and 9 75 1 on Fellow; vulgarly, cal- 
. ed. Ca Pee e he never bore 4 Cap 5 
* « Cee Þ ife, and 8 L detected in ſe- 
© veral Nene bis L exerted. towards his Priſaners 3» | 


4 he, for 2 er nds, hath Jqmented * ünhappy 
d grounded this malicious P ae cution qn nͤο | 
i than that off Mr, On: ids an 
(bea 2 bim) Oath 1 > Bl 


15 1 a 10 Þ 
it is, Fery, 

oants ; of hy 22 

. li 


— 


Os 


cu— — — - — — 2 5 L 5 n 
2 2 22 . — . i 
£ . e e 1 * We 4 Oe . © * „ > . N bee e #4 424 © 
2 - AELIGIO LIBERTINqI:* Or 
4 - - : x ö 4 1 : - 1 8 * 


. * 
— a. nun ns 


R 
A. 
COS 
D 
= 
Q@ 
— 
OE 
— 
2. 
8 
pe? 
$2 
2 
a 
Nm 
= 
Q@ 
TD: 
SA 
A. 
5 
— 
8 
— 
— 
8 
7 
2 
D 
JJ %% og ĩ Kd ᷣĩͤ d ² ⅛ů ] -w ih => WEE 


den one of the Perſons in the holy Trinity to be God, or 72 
4 ſert or maintain there are more Gods than one, or deny the 
« Chriftian Religion to be true, or the 5 to be 4 di- 

ted, they ſhall for 


6 frft Offence (upon fenoumcing ſuch erroneous Opinions, in 


4 that J am brought in guilty of a Miſdemeanor, and 
t therefore dread the Puniſhment (juſtly to be infficted 
oh me, according to the Depoſitions of the Queen's 77 57 
4 dences) will be greater than I can bear; eſpecially if i 

*-be according to the ſpiteful Intention of my ſworn Ene-- 
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« mies, who would not only rejoice to ſee me ſuffer ſome 
& corporal Puniſhment, but would alſo wiſh an heavy Fine 
« laid upon me, whereby I may be depriv'd, thro Non- 
« payment of it, from taking the Benefit of the Act, 
cc paſs'd this Seſſions of Parliament, for the Relief of In- 
« ſolvent Debtors. However, I ſolemnly proteſt once 
« more that I am wrongfully accus d, wherefore I hnmbly 
& implore ſo much Favour from this honourable Bench, as 
ce to take into your moſt judicious Conſideration the Inva- 
« lidity of the Witneſſes, who indeed are and were Pri- 
“ ſoners of no Credit or Reputation; and that it being 
« alſo my unfortunate Condition to have been a Priſoner 
© in the Gatehouſe theſe Six Months, and not long before 
« Sixteen Months more in Newgate, for the ſame Debt, 
« though a very unjuſt one ; but only my Circumſtances 
ce are ſuch at preſent, that I cannot defend my ſelf againſt 
cc the illegal Proceedings of a villanous Adverſary, im- 
« plore ſo much Pity and Compaſſion may flow from the 
„ inexhauſtible Fountain of your Clemency, as will incite 
4 you to mingle Mercy with Juſtice, by making my Pu- 
4 niſhment as light as your great Wiſdom ſhall think fit. 
The other Two Priſoners, Richard Keele and George 
AMilſon ſaying nothing to the Court to alleviate their Pu- 
niſhment, then the Right Worſhipful Sir Peter King, 
| Knight, Recorder of London, after ſome Conſultation held 
with the Right Honourable Sir Robert Beachcroft, Knight, 
Lord-Mayor of London, making an Harangue, which ele- 
gantly ſet forth the Heinouſneſs of the Crime whereof we 
ſtood convicted, his ie next proceeded to paſs Sen- 
tence on us, which was to ſtand twice in the Pillo 


ry, and 
to ſuffer Impriſonment for a Near; which Order of Court 
being more favourable than I expected, for ſo black a Fact 
lid to our Charge, I return'd in a grateful Acknowledg- 
ment, the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor and Mr. Re- 
corder, unfeigned Thanks for the ſame, and went ftrait to. 
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THERE AS Richard Burridge being arreſted in an 
Action of 30 J. in October, 1711. on a Bond ex- 
torted from me, for neither Value nor Goods re- 
ceiv'd, by a raſcally Printer, whom my Copies had rais'd 
from x Beggar's Brat to be a Livery-Man of the City of 
London; I went to the Gatehouſe at Weſtminſter with a full 
Reſolution of never coming out again, till an Act for the 
Relief of Inſolvent Debtors clear d me from the Rigor of 
ſuch an ungrateful Fello x. 5 
W MET was there a Priſoner, one John Chriſtien Callers, 
a'DeÞtor, being confin'd. cloſely to a Room without a Chim- 
ney, in the greateſt Depth of Winter, for aſſerting. the 
Rights of his Fellow-Priſoners, he nevertheleſs found the 
Opportunity of ſending Orders to one Captain James Ma. 
grath, 2 Debtor in the ſame Goal, to give me a Copy of 
ſome Memoirs written with his own Hand, and in that | 
_ Gentleman's Cuſtody, relating to the many villainous 
Practices committed by the Keeper on his Priſoners, with 
nan earneſt Requeſt to correct, and have them printed: But 
the inhnmane Jaylor and his barbarous Wife having ſome 
Knowledge thereof, they ſo far prevail'd upon my good Na- 
ture and eafy Temper, by fair Words, as to inveigle the 
original Copy out of my Hands, whereby their notorious 
Deeds mi 50 be wholly, ſtifl'd, and kept Incognito from the 
V% TTV 
But ſhortly after plainly ſeeing what foul Tricks this 
ſeemingly honeſt Man, William Taylor, the Keeper, every 
Day play'd behind the Hangings of ſpecious Pretences, 
which was the way of making his gilt Copper often paſs 
1 fooliſh, iZnorant People for Silver Coin, 
could not bear his intolerable Inſolence without many 
Times upbraiding him of his illegal Actions, which made 
him ſo odious, that nothing but Wonder and Shame can 
. compoſe the Character of him, and his full as barbarous 
Wie. To paſs by his moſt barbarous and inhumane Pra- 
ctices committed on one Mrs. King, whom he deny'd Chri- 
Ran Burial but in May 1711. and kept above Oro mg 
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8 Space of 17 or 18 Days, inſomuch that ſwarms of Worms 
nen- and Maggots crawl'd about the Goal, to the great Nuance 
7 of thoſe under Confinement, whilſt Rats and other Ver- 
af- min gnaw'd ſeveral Parts of the Corpſe in a moſt terrible 
? manner, as was told me by John Chriſten Caleis, Captain 
4 James Magrath, and Lieutenant Stephen Gellot, who had 
| 2en Priſoners there ſoms Time; beſides ſeveral other ir- 
regular ill Doings, I ſhall take notice only of his baſe Demea- 
nor whilſt I was Priſoner in his Cuſtody : As how he would 
permit and encourage ſuch Priſoners (whether Debtors or 
kelons) who had Money to ſpend in the Tap - Houſe, to ſtrip 
both Men and Women ſtark-naked for Garniſh, which is 
the Sum of 8. 2d. demanded by ſome particular Priſo- 
ners of them N committed hy Writ or Warrant; 
and out of which William Taylor fakes 1 s, for Mops an 
Brooms, but never allows the Priſoners any to clean cheir 
Wards, and his Turnkey 4 d. for half a Quartern of Bran- 
dy. The Keeper would allow them who demanded the 
Garniſh, to pawn or ſell thoſe Priſoner's Cloaths who were 
not able to pay Garniſh4 beat them in a violent manner; 
burn them with redthot Irons; pick their Pockets; and 
cheat them of their Box- Money. The Keeper makes the 
Priſoners pay 4 d. per Mug for their Beer or Ale, which 
is ſhorther than a Hincheſter- Quart by half a Pint; anda1- 
lows the Priſoners in their drunken Frolicks to commit all 
manner of Wickedneſs, at the ame Time keeping them 
Company himſelf till 1, 2, 3, or 4 in the Morning, witle © 
the greateſt Complacency imaginable, provided they treat 
him; for Money is a ſcarce Commodity with him (as his 
Creditors ſay) at any Time. The Keeper makes ſuch poor 
Priſoners, as will be ſo chouc'd, pay 14 d. per Week for 
lying on the bare Boards, though he durſt not demand that 
exorbitant Extortion before the Face of Juſtice; puts Pri- 
ſoners on the Maſter- ſide into Common: ſide Charity, un- 
dex the knaviſh Trick of giving them their Lodging r; 
and 3 good Rugs being ſent by ſome charitably diſpoſed 
Perſon in March laſt, to be given among ſuch poor Priſo- 
ners that wanted them; he moſt inhumanly-kept them to 
himſelf, when one John Daſſon, arreſted at the Suit of one 
Mr. Burridge of Dorſe:ſhire, at the ſame Time-was'deny'd' 
the Benefit of one to cover him, when he had in that cid 
Meather lain above 6 Weeks on the bare Floor. The 
Keeper ſometimes locks the Debtors ug in & cloſe Room 
a 1 ind 14 or 
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14 or 15 Days together, when they are ready to expire for 


** 


- want of Air; and he permits his preſent Turnkey, the 


Son of a Jaylor that died miſerably a Fleer-Priſoner, and 


now reduc'd to be a Vagabond, to be as Inſolent as him- 


ſelf, in ſetting on the Felons to abuſe the Debtors with- 
out a Cauſe; in not opening the Gate when People knocks, 
but when he pleaſes, inſomuch that they go away again, 
to the great Detriment of thoſe Priſoners whom they 


| Eome to ſee; in not hanging out the Boxes without having 


4 Debtor's Share, taking them in but thrice a Week, when 
they ſhould be took in every Day; and ſometimes hanging 
them out not at all, as particularly on Thurſday the 3d of 


deavours to imitate his Maſter's Raſcality as near as his 


Imperfections will permit him, for ny Rapport of a fini-. - 


cal Wife, whoſe Saucineſs attempts to act Gentily) thinks 
it not criminal to rob Priſoners of their Bread; and 
(with the Conſent of Taylor) permits lewd Women to 


lie with Men that are Priſoners there all Night in the 
Goal, for Profit. 


Now there being not a right Underſtanding (as 1 have 


afore hinted) betwixt Me and Taylor, becauſe I (who was 


better born and bred than him) ſcorn'd to be of ſuch a 


mean Spirit as to cringe, fawn, and flatter his.intollerable 
Inſolences; and fearing t 


of his Place, he incites one John Saunders to ſwear Blaſ- 


phemy againſt me, who hid been formerly his Turnkey, 
and attempted to cut my Throat with a Caſe-Knife, on 


Friday the 25th of Fanuary, 1711-12. being the Anniver- 
of St. Paul's Converſion ; but violently beating him 


for this barbarous Action, he pretended that I and Keele, 


the reſt of the Priſoners being lock'd up in their reſpective 
Hunts; had affaulted him with a Deſign to make an 
Eicape; which Report evidently appear d to the contrary, 
by my carrying up all the Keys of the Goal to Taylor's 


Wife, who return'd me many Thanks for the fame, and 


treating me with a Pint of Brandy, ſhe mightily exclaim'd 
againſt Saunders, as the very worſt of Rogues. Next, 


another Perſon that indicted me at Hickss Hall for Blaſ- 
phemy, was one George Howard, alias Rebecca Monk, who 


was a Priſoner for Debt whilſt I was in the Garehouſe. I. 


took her at firſt for a Man, becauſe ſhe went always in, 
Mens Apparel, and oftentimes ſhav'd me, for which 1 ary 
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April, 1712. Agtio, this ſecond-hand Knave (who en- 


y my Pen I ſhould throw him out 
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her; but ſhe was really a Woman, who having had a Ba- 
ſtard by a Captain, ſhe after this Diſgrace went in the 

he aforeſaid Habit by a Man's Name, and in the Quality of a 
1d Footman had waited on ſome Officers, both in Spain and 
n- Flanders. Afterwards being arreſted in her right Name 
h- by an Adverſary that very well knew what Sex ſhe was of, 
85 as well as Taylor, by ſeeing Rebecca Monks Name in the 


n, Writ, ſhe was nevertheleſs, througn Favour ar Intereſt, 
y put into che Mens Ward; but her Sex, by ſome means or 
18 other being known to many of the Priſoners, the K 

> then put her into the Womens Ward, where ſhe remain'd 


1g till her Diſcharge came in January laſt paſt. Then being 
of at Liberty, and one Day riding behind a Coach, as having 


n- ot a Foot- Woman's Place again, if I may ſo term Madam 
us ic & hæc, Mr. Keele meeting her in the Rules of the 
i-. Heet, where he was then a Priſoner, he ſomewhat inſult- 
ks ed her; whereupon to be reveng'd on him, ſhe readily ac- 


fel quieſced to ſwear Blaſphemy againſt him, withal making 
me à Sacrifice to her implacable Malice, becauſe 1 was 


1C Keele's Friend, Beſides theſe two Perſons (as I am very 
well inform'd) ſwore Blaſphemy againſt George Milſon; . 

re but yet they durſt not appear againſt us at the Seſſions- 

a8 Houſe in the Old- Baily, by reaſon Saunders was afraid of 

A being arreſted in Court by me for the Scandal which he 

le had unjuſtly thrown on me, in caſe I had been acquitted _ 

at on my Tryal; and Rebecca Monk was as timerous of my 


ſ- taking her up in Court for going in a Habit contrary to her 
„ Sex, Which is ſeverely puniſn'd by the Laws of this Land. 
Ji Beſides, Taylor had an Antipathy againſt Xeele for going 


r- away in his Debt to the Fleet; and fear'd' as mach by me, 
m when Mr. Snomden my Attorny came to me, about remo-—- 
e, ving me alſo by a Writ of Habeas Cornu to the fame Pri- 

in The Crime they alledged againſt me was done in the be- 

4 ginning and middle of January, 1711-12. but if T; ere and 
5 theſe Two, Deponents were ſo conſcientious as they pte- 

d tended to be, it is an Admiration to me, why they did 

d not indict me for it till Wedneſday the 27th of Febrnay 

5 following, when the Law requires them to inform againſt 
2 me within Four Days after the Commiſſion of ſuch Fact. 


10 Alſo if 1 had been guilty of this Crime, I wonder they 
L ſhould not have been ſo kind as to make me ſenſible of my 
in. |} Error, by telling me of the Heinouſneſs of it in a 1 = 
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rſh fort of a way but inſtead thereof went and pro- 


cur d (after the Grand-Jaory: had found the Bill againſt me) 
a Warrant of the Right Honourable the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Parker, and which was brought to the Gate houſe by one 
of his Lordſhip's Tipſtaffs, for the detaining me there, in 
caſe my Action of Debt ſhould have been withdrawn, on Sa. 
turday the rſt of March, 1711-12. Next Day, and not till 
then, I was inſorm'd of the Accuſation laid to my Charge, 
by A Letter written to me from the Heet-Priſon by Mr. 
Keele ;j then enquiring of Taylor the Meaning thereof, he 
told ms that only Richard Keele and George Mil ſan were 
indicted for Blaſphem; and that the Warrant lodg'd in 
kis Hands by the Tipllaft of the Lord Chief Juſtice: Parker: 
did not in the leaſt touch me; thus through this Aſſurance 
he led me up in a lethargick Stupidity, that I might not 
prepare my ſelf for my Tryal as Iought, till Tueſday the 
Iſt of April, 1712. at which Time he ſhew'd me my Name 
al ſo in his Lor ſhip's Warrant. Se + 29 99%, 2 
- Having Notice then of this heinous Information exhibit- 
ed againſt me, I upbraided him with a Lie, which he ex- 
cus d by ay ing, he had over-haſtily:look'd the Warrant 
when he firſt read it; however, he bad me not be diſſatiſ 
fied about it, for he would eaſilyſbring me off, by depoſing 
in Court, that blaſphemous Healths were propos d to me, 
and drank Hy Neele and Mil ſon, but were refuſed to be 
pledgd by me. His preſent Turnkey alſo flatterd me 
With the ſame; Promiſe; which had been no more than 
true, if they had been as good as their Word, beeauſe ſuch 
blaſphemous Healths were never propos d to me by Keele 
or Milſon, therefore I could not pledge them. But Tay- 
, inſtead of vindicating my Innocency, conſpired all he 
could to brand me: with a Crime of Which I neser was 
guilty ; for when he underſtood how I intended to ſerve 
John Saunders and Reherca Monk heddid afide thoſe Tools, 
and trump'd up Four others, namely; John Leggy Bnother- 
ton, Owen, Wait, and John Maybank; to ſwear Blaſphe- 
my againſt me; and for fear they would not be enough to 
convict me upon the Queen's Coſt of above 30 Pounds, he 
would have ſuborned one Madam Charlotte Cole man allo to 
have ſworn againſt me, who ſometimes came to the Gate- 
houſe to viſit her Mother, there a Prifoner for Debt; but 
- ſhe ing a Gentlewoman of more Honour and Sincerity, 
than to be byaſs d by his Villany, ſhe made no Appear 
EEL e | | again 
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ro- againſt me at the ee Furthermore, Owen uit 
ne) that ſwore againſt me, and -Keele, and Milſon, declar d 
ice the next Day after our Tryal, to Milſon's Siſter-in-Law, 
one that he was frighted into what he had done againſt us by 
in Taylor; and that becauſe he would not ſwear ſo much as 
Sa- the other Witneſſes, Taylor abus d him, and would not 
till ay him for the Day's Work which he had loſt through his 
ge, ing obliged thereto by Virtue of a Writ of Sabpæna; a8 
Mr. he would be ready to depoſe before the Right Worſhipful 
he the Recorder, whenever required,  __, __ 
ere Now, when I found William Taylor (who has alſo the 
lin Faculty of keeping his Priſoners Declarations, without 
ker, ſletting them ſee them; and ſo for Want thereof to put in 
nce their Pleas, they may be ſu'd to an Execntion, through 
not Judgment by Default) was at the Bottom of all this Vil- 
the lany, I then began to conſult what might be the Conſe- 
me MW quence of this Crime, by ſearching Wingate's Statutes, 
— abridg'd from Magna Charta down to 1641. and continu'd 
by an anonymous Author till the Year 1679. but found no- 
thing material to the Purpoſe; but a Statute made in the 
Reign of King James the Firſt, which ſets a Penalty of 
Ten Pounds on any Perſon, to be divided betwixt, the 

King and the Proſecutor, that ſhall in any Show, Pageants 


# = 


or May-game, prophanely uſe the Name of God, or; an? 
of the Perſons in the Holy Trinity; whereupon Ethought 
the Cognizance of Blaſphemy was rather within the Juriſs 
dition of the Eccleſiaſtical or Canon Laws. However, 
having Knowledge of a later Statute, which poke more to 
the Matter of Blaſphemy, made in the gth and 10th of W1l., 
liam the Third, 1 was in Hopes of,. being within the Reach 
of it; but I miſsd of my Aim, and Taylor (who with his 
Wife ſcorn as much to go to Church, as to ſay their Pray- 
ers) had his Will in ſome meaſure, but not altogether-as: 
51s, he would; wherefore I admoniſh him to. abandon. his 
her- Wickedneſs betimes, and take care of that Part of him 
Phe- which he regards leaſt, or otherwiſe his luke-warm Soul 
h to will be ſo nanſeous unto God, that he muſt at laſt ſpus 
„he lim out into the bottomleſs Pit. „„ 72 wakes 
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The Abjuration and Recantation of Mr. Richard 
l Burridge, made to Mr. Lorrain, Ordinary of 
Newgate, in the Chappel there, on Sunday, 
| July the Sixth, 1712. Wn e ot 
1 Had the Happineſs to be carefully bred up from my 
Infancy in the Principles of the Church of England, 
attended with the Advantage of a liberal Education, 

till through the Inſtigation of ſome Jeſuits, by my going 
1 (contrary to my Parents Will) to the Seminary erected in 
| the Savoy by King Tomes the Second, I was inticed by ma- 
nifold Promiſes of future Honour and Preferment, to Ab- 
jare, Recant, and Apoſtatize, about the 17th Year of my 
Age, from the Religion in which I was educated, and to 
enter into the Pale of the Romiſh Church; when at the 
fame Time my Conſcience told me, their dry Bits in the 
Lord's Supper, their ſolitary Communions without Com- 
municants, their painted Flames of Purgatory, their feign- 
ed Miracles, auricular Confeſſions, often bowing to I 
| oo not what, praying to the Virgin Mary, Saints os 
ngels, babling for the Dead, and their ſtrange convert- 
ing the Elements of Bread and Wine into the real Sub- 
ſtance of F!eſh and Blood, by the Art of Tranſubtentia- 
tf ron, were only pious Frands, to which the Ingenuity of 
learned Men give no Credit. Cardinal Caraffa was ſenſi- 
ti ble of the Errors indulged by the Papal Sea; for when he 
if was making his Entrance through Paris, in the Quality of 
1]  Legate from the Pope, and the People flocking about him 
do de bless d, making Croſſes with his Fingers, inſtead of 
I  Jlaying his Hands on their Heads, according to the uſual 
1 Form of Epiſcopal Benediction, he bleſſed the honeſt vul- 
1 gar Frenchmen in theſe words, Quandoquidem iſte populus 
1 vulr deripi, decipiatur; thereby meaning, that if they 
would be gulFd or deceiv'd, by ſuch Shews and Foppe- 
de deceived. 7 HEE 3 
Being thus unhappily fallen, and turn'd Apoſtate, when 
(with Confuſion and Shame do] ſpeak it) God had thought 
nothing either on Earth or in Heaven too good for me, I 
did not yet altogether confide in the Salvability of the Ro- 
' miſh Belief, but grudging my Creator. that weak and 
NY 1 Vorthleß 
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| worthleſs Obedience which his infinite Majeſty required of 
me, I have examined the Opinions of all Schiſms, Sects, 
and Hereſies, to ſee which gave the greateſt Scope for fol- 
lowing a moſt wicked and licentious Courſe of Life; for 
indulging my Pleaſures, I thought, if I had not leave eve- 
ry Day to take my full Carreer therein, my Soul was be- 
reav'd of its Chriſtian Liberty; as if (poor Sinner as Iam!) 
had no other way left me of imitating the bleſſed Savi- 
our of Mankind, but by often deſcending into Hell. How- 
ever, finding the Church of Rome gave the greateſt Autho-—- 
rity to its Believers, for caſting themſelves quite out of 
the Almighty's Protection, according to theſe Words of 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, which point particular- 
ly to the Church of Rome, God ſhall fend them ſtrong Delu- 
frons, that they ſhonld believe a Lie That they all might 
be damn'd, who believd not the Truth, but had Pleaſure 
in Untighteouſneſs, I was reſolved with a Nemine Contra- 
dicente to be faſhionably Prophane with the greateſt Sin- 
ners; eſpecially in theſe Days, when moſt ſtrange Whim- 
ſies and Fancies of Dotage poſſeſs the World, beyond the 
Examples of all former Times: In theſe Days (I fay again) 
\ When every Man thinks what he liſts, and ſpeaks what he 
thinks, and writes what he ſpeaks, and prints what he 
writes; neither would the World talk ſo mach, did "it 
not make account it ,cannot talk long. What ſhould we 
do then, ſince we know the World truly old, and now go-- 
ing upon its great, and fatal Climacterick; bat as diſcreet * 


| 
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Men would carry themſelves to impotent and decrepit 
Age, I'll bear with the Infirmities of it, pity and bewail 
the Diſtemper, ſtrive againſt the Enormities, and prepare 
for the Diſſolution. 2 th 

Alas! had I been of this Mind ſeoner, I ſhould not 
have been ſo long an Atheiſt; nay, the very greateſt of 
Atheiſts; for whereas others wete frighten'd at the terri- 
ble Meteors of Thunder and Lightning, it was my Delight 
always to hear and ſee it, as knowing by the reading of 
 Phyficks or Natural Philofophy, that ſuch Effects proceeded 
only from Natural Cauſes. Beſides, that which hath alſo 
ſtrengthened me in the atheiſtical Notions, was the ſeve- 
ral Rents and Diviſions which I have ſeen made in the efta- 
bliſh'd Church of this Land; for how many Opinions 
have I ſeen broached every Day, that argu d no leſs than a 
Spiritual Madneſs? Nay, ſuch as if they ſhould have been 
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mentioned at the firſt Foundation of Chriftianity , the Pri- 


mitive Chriſtians would have queſtion'd out of what Bed. 
lam they had broken looſe. Now the Sins committed by 
me, are more culpable than thoſe committed by vulgar, illi- 
terate Men, for where much is given, much is required; and 

St. Auguftin's Saying comes very often into my Mind, In- 
docti rapiunt, & aſcendunt Calum, dum nos cum doctrina 
noſtra in Gehennam detrudimer > Which I thus interpret, 
The poor, illiterate World climb and go into Heaven, whilft 
we, with all our Learning, are caft headlong into Hell. 
Alas! the Dog, when he is Stomach-fick, can go right to 
his proper Graſs; the Cat to her Nep; the Goat to his 


| Hemlock, the Weaſel to Rice; the Hart to Dittany; but 


now I am mortally Soul-ſick, and naturally knows no Re- 
medy. for my Diſtemper; oh! thou that art the great 
Phyſician in Heaven, firſt cure my Inſenſibleneſs; make 
thou me as lick of my Sins, as I have made my ſelf ſick 
by Sin, and then ſpeak the Word, and I ſhall be Whole 


: : ; 
: : 
; n. b N | 
2 Pr F 
f : of 
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To my great Scandal may I own my lf one of David's 
Fools, who hath ſaid in his Heart there is no God; and I 
would be as moroſe to any pious Man that would exhort 


me to be mindful of my latter End, as the churliſh Cynick 


to Alexander the Great ;, becauſe ſuppoſing no Rewards nor 
Puniſhments would befal Mankind after Death, I thought 


] might at any Time ſing, Nunc dimittis with as much 
Chearfulneſs as old Simeon, when, after long waiting for 
the Conſolation. of Iſrael, he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. 
Truly, Heaven hath many Tongues that talk of it, and 


more Eyes to behold it, but few Hearts that rightly affect 
it; for Atheiſm among the Learned, not Ignorant, is 
mounted on the Zenith of this Kingdom; it is ſo predo- 


_ 


| 4 and epidemical among wiſer Heads, that was it 
not 


not for the ſake of the few Godly here dwelling, the Eate 


of the Ten Tribes and a half, which Salmanazar carried 


Captive into Aſyria would be our Portion, whoſe Settle- 
ment we know not now, unleſs they be the wild Tartars, 
3 Name may properly be derived from Totares, or 
atare s, Which in the Syriack Tongue ſignifies a Renmant. 
Oh! then that I could but be humble, and work out my. 
Salvation With Fear and Trembling. Fe 3 ee $9427 ES 
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Nature, which is but the Inftrument of God, I have made 
my Deity ; all the ſtupendious Operations of Providence 
I have attributed to Chance; and, with the Sroick, impute 
the Calamities which attend Mankind, to Fate and Neceſſi- 
ty. When I reflect on my Folly, T*cannot but with Hor- 
ror and Amaze think on the eternal Wrath I eſcaped, when 
not long ſince I moſt impiouſly attempted, with another 
Gentleman, to give my Soul in a Bravado to the Devil, by 
reſigning it up to him on a Bond written and fign'd with 
my own Blood; but his not coming to accept it on the 
Condition I made it, it induc'd me then to believe there 
was no Devil at all. But now, though to my Knowledge, 
many Youths have known ſome grey Heads that have-con- 
tinu'd vigorous, till they have liv'd to match them in the 
Colour of their Livery; yet, as Contingencies of Nature' 
often happen, 1 think it high Time for me now to put my 
ſelf into a conſtant Expectation of the End of all Things; 
whereby I may ſet my ſelf in a meet Poſture for the Re- 
ception of our returning Saviour. Indeed I am heartily 
ſorry that ever I was intoxicated with infernal Vanities, It 
which led me not only to imbrace- papiſtick Trifles, but 
alſo to aſſert atheiſtical Notions; therefore, I reckon Po- 
pery and Atheiſm to be Co- relatives; and, if a down- right 
Atheift and thorough-pac'd Papiſt are not ſynonimous, yet 
are they at leaſt conyertible erm.. 
I never would take the Oaths of Allegiance and Suprema- 
cy to King William; yet not as I ever diſputed whether he 
was a Prince de jure divino, or de facto, but becauſe, hack 
I then been a moſt zealous Proteſt ant, I ſhould have been 
a moſt zealous Jacobite However, had Queen Mam ſur- 
viv'd her Royal Conſort, I ſhould have eſpous'd her Cauſe 
before the Pretender's; for tho” I affected his reputed Fa- 
ther, yet I could never perſuade my ſelf that the Chevalier 
de St. George was the legitimate Offspring of the Royal- 
Family. Again, no ſooner did the irreverſible Decrees of 
Fate tranſlate King William from the Stags of this mortal 
Life into a State of Immortality, which Change made 
room for my preſent Sovereign's happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne; but yet an unſhaken'd Loyalty inſpir'd me to pay 
her true Obedience, not only for Favours which I have had 
455 the Honour to receive from her, both when ſhe was Prin- 
I | cefsof Denmark, and ſince her being inveſted with Impe- 
„ trial Majeſty, but alſo for her being the indubitable Heireſs ||| 
7449 8 „ „ 5 0 to | 
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to theſe Kingdoms by Hereditary Right, as well as by a 
Parliamentary Aſſent, which is the ſtrongeſt Power with 
Succeſſion that can be given any Monarch for wielding the 
Britiſh Sceptre. I have often been perſuaded in the Begin- - 
ning of this auſpicious Reign, which God grant long to 
continue, to go over to St. Omers, to be enter'd inte the 
Order of the Societ of Je ſus, but being a Nullifidian I ut- 
terly abhor'd any Thing of Religion, in laughing at ſuch as 
would tell me there was any other Heaven than that of my 
own creating; any other Happineſs befides my Pleaſures ; 
or an Hell diverſe from that which Chriſtianity has objected 
to the Cowards Fancy. Nay, when ſometimes a Mini- 
fer hath gently reprov'd me for my daring Wickedneſs, 
with all the moving Paſſions of Rhetor:ick that could be, I 
have with the deepeſt Accent of Scorn and Diſdain call'd 
him a paltry Parſon, and ſtuck not out to tell him to his 
Face, as he would do well to keep him to his Tub, and 
tell a preciſe Tale once or twice a Week to his ignorant 
Auditors, and forbear to read Lectures of Godlineſs to me, 
who brought more Learning from School with me, than 
all the canonical Caſſocks and Girdles in the Nation, with 
all their tough logical Notions, and knotty 3 ficks, 
could be able to contain. But now, if God, the Infinite- 
neſs of whoſe Majeſty cannot be better expreſs'd than in 
the Doxology, which concludes the beſt of Prayers, will be 
9 pleas'd to take up his Lodging in my vile Body, 
then make way for thy ſelf by the ſtrong Motions of 
thy bleſſed Spirit, into the in- moſt Rooms of my Heart 
and incline me powerfully to my own Happineſs, or elſe. 
thou ſhalt be ever excluded, and I ſhall be ever miſerable. 
It is a common Adage, That we ought to give the Devil his 
Due; bat ſurely it is poſſible for us to wrong that malig- 
nant Spirit, in caſting upon him thoſe Evils which are not 
properly his; as particularly for my own Part, I have 
expreſs'd ſo great Charity to the Devil, that fearing the 
Tempter ſhould have too great a Load of other Mens Sins 
upon him, at the laſt and great Day of Accompts, I have 
freely, out of my own innate Humour, exempred him 
from putting an Helping-hand to ſome of my Sins, by open- 
ly profeſſing I was able to go far enough out of the Way 
to Heaven without a Seducer ; and likewiſe, becanſe in a 
preſumptuons Raſhnefs l wauld ſcorn to owe my Damna- | 
tion to any but my ſelf. Therefore as lam ſuch a harden'd : 
7 14 4 iu EIS?) F 5 Sinner, 
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Sinner, is there any Poſlibility for my turning to the 
Lord? May I yet find Salvation? Can! be good in ſpite of 
all infernal Combinations? Alas! Why not ?-St. Pauls 
Converſion was extraordinary and miraculous ; and it is 

my Opinion, that in ſome Degree it muſt be thus with 
every Soul; I muſt be ſtruck down firſt, to be made ſen- 


ſible of my ſpiritual Blindneſs, e er my Reſtauration to 


Grace can be accompliſh'd. - vs | 
How unjuſtly hath the Preſumption of blaſphemous Ca- 
vellers been wont to caſt the Envy of their Condemnation 
merely upon the abſolute Will of an unreſpective Power, 
as if the Damnation of the Creature was only of a fu- 
preme Will, not of a juſt Merit ; the very Name of Ju- 
ſtice convinces them; a punitive Juſtice cannot but ſup- 
poſe an Offence. It is not for me to wrack the Brains of 
plain, ſimple Chriſtians with the Subtilties of iſtint᷑tio 
of a negative and. poſitive Reprobation, of Cauſes and 
Conſequences, Diſputations meet for the Schools; it is 
enough that all Proteftant Divines agree in this Point of 
Divinity, that never Man is, was, or can be miſerable, 


but for Sin, yea, for his own Sin. Truly, Blaſphemy is a 
S moſt execrable Sin; and though when I read the Scrip- 
| tures formerly it was only to ridicule them, yet now I ne- 


ver reflect on that wicked Woman's blaſphemous Advice to 
her afflicted Husband, Curſe God and die, but I tremble at 
the impious Expreſſion. However, I now ſtand convicted 
of this horrible Crime of Blaſpheny, and having ſuffer'd a 
temporal Puniſhment for it, it behoves me to ſee what is 
the Puniſhment thereof in the World to come. Blaſphe- 


my (if I may believe the Word of a Deity) merits eternal 


Damnation, according to our Saviour's Saying, in St. Mat- 
thews's Goſpel, I ſay unto you, all manner of Sin and Blaſphe- 
7 ſhall be forgive unto ft ut the Blaſphemy againſt the 

oly Ghoft ſhall not be forgiven unto Men. As for the firſt 


Part of this Text, which only touches the ill, ſcandalous, . 


or ſcurrilous Report, which one Man may raiſe on ang- 
ther, I ſhall not trouble my ſelf about it, becauſe it is par- 


donable; but the other Part hath put my Conſcience to 


ſome Pain, till I found ſome Mitigation thereof by certain 
Expoſitors on the New Teftament. For Bulinger on this 


Place ſays, Eft Spiritus Blaſphemia, ubi Hominis Audacia in 5 


contumeliam Divini Nominis data Opera proſilit; of Which 
Audaciouſneſs I have not yet been guilty. And Calvin thus 
a. 28 2 _ writes, 
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_ writes, Ex his autem omnibus colligere jam licet, in Spiritum 
Sanctum peccare & Blaſphemos eſſe qui Dei Virtutes ſibi per 
Spiritum pate factus, in quibus celebrari ejus Gloriam dece- 

bat, in ejus Dedecus malitioſs convertunt, & cum Satana 
Auce ſuo Profeſſi ſunt Gloria Dei hates; but in this Re- 
ſpect I never proclaim'd my ſelf an Enemy to God, but in 
an atheiſtical Way, which alſo denies the Being of a De- 
vil; and therefore, though I have Authors for the Pur- 
poſe, I declin'd the Study of Magick. I ſhall not go about 
to make any critical Remarks on the word Blaſphemy, 
according to the ſeveral Verſions of Tremel/ius, Bexa, Pag- 
nine, the vulgar Latin, original FS the interlineary 
Verſion of Arias Montanu, or Engliſh Tranſlation, but 
ſþall take Notice of the Danger of Blaſphemy, ſpoken of 
again by Chrift in St. Mark's Goſpel: Al Sins ſhall be for- 
given unto the Sons of. Men, and Haſyhemies wherewith ſ6- 
ever they ſhall blaſphere - But he that ſhall blaſpheme againſt 
the Haly Ghoft, hath never Forgiveneſs, but is in Danger of 
eternal Damnation. So much Notice do I take of this 

Crime, that if it is ſo heinous in the Sight of God, the 
Levitical Laws could not be too ſevere. in enacting, He 
that blaſphemeth the Name of the Lord, he ſhall ſurely be 

put to Death, and all the Congregation ſhall certainly ftone 
him: As well the Stranger as he that is born in the Land, 
when he blaſphemeth the Name of the Lord, ſhall be. put to 
death. The Force of which Law was put in Execution on. 
lh the Son of Shelomith, an Iſraelitihh Woman, for blaſphe- 
ming the Name of he Lord, as he Was ſtriving with a 
| Man of 1ſrael in the Camp, Now the Lenity of humane 
1 Laws, ſince the Promulgation of the Goſpel hath made the 
temporal Püniſhment of this Sin more eaſy; and accord- 
| ing to ſuch Laws it ſeems that Blaſphemy muſt be a Crime 
| 


— 


different from Preſumption and Deſpair, which Two Sins 
I am poſitive can never be forgiven at the great Tribgnal : 
But if Preſumption and Deſpair are not Sins againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, why then St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the He- 
brews explains what it is, when he tells them, It is impoſſible 
for thoſe who were once enlightned,. and have tafted of the 
heavenly Gift, and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and have taſted the good Word of God, and the Powers of the 
Morld to come; if they ſhall fall away, to renew them again 
_ . unto Repentance : Seeing they crucified to themſelves the Son 
of God afreſh, and put him to an open Shame. Thus, if aa, | 
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um is the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, I have for certain 
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Je- Death. There is 4 Sin unto Death do not Aas =_ 
Ur- be. ſhalt £9 1 or it. Now, this Sin unto Death, al vin = 
Lt Ml expoun e Apoſtacy , his Words: ate, Atqui ex content f 


Ny, tu. facile colligs poteft, non eſſe Partial 7 (ut vocant) rt 

ag- nec Precepti unius Tran ſereſſs onem, ſet Apiſtof am, que 

1 tas Homes. 4 Deo 2 Aienant. hus, TOE doubt, 

Wag any Man doth apoſtatize, he nay be” of bla 

g his God; for Bla ſphery, He a bal id Expos 
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* e Al 12 if Blaſp he my is "the Effect 1 
| Apoſtacy (end co Med Aude. the tho Aardonable 
| againſtth ad f Folly hath” 7 5 both ii) 
dy and orig a Sactifice the ternal Dos ation Ah! 1 ord, | 
what Strbg] vel 7 wok Fears ? How de I 
ticipate ary. 1 Krack We t ſhalt 1 0 11 am . 
old ? How at 52 91205 endure, vre P4 1 How ſhall ps 
through the horrid Gates of Death ? | 5 God, w 5 
is my Faith, that I am thus ſurp riz d? Maugre all the M 
cChinations of Hell ! I Will with I; Chr lan Courage x= 
brave the Fertor of Deſpair (but yet, 1 t preſume tog A. 
ſolutely op God's Mercics) when Cali Again ſays, ap 
lum enim tam atrox „ . tam Nefandum, aut tam i 
tum Peccg tuin, guod per Fidem i in Jeſum Chriftum' non rem 
7 pſe, < enim propitidtio Ou Fretium 5 ro Peccatts . 
4. 155 ro noftris autem tantum, ſed' rial 5 torins: ut Wu 
ſides, not dreading that Sort of re ye 
i azainſt Men, by opprobriovſ]y approaching and re- 
viling them, and therefore, render'd Eben in the vul- 
gar Latin, to diſtinguiſh it from the word Blaſphemia, 
which in the general Acceptation of holy Writers is only 
appropriated to the down-right Curſiag and moſt impioully | 
and prophanely ſpeaking againſt that Omnipotent co in 
whom (as St. Paul from Aratus tells us) ꝓpe tive, an d modes | 


and 1 our Being. Neither can! belieſe this _ Sort of 
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Blaſphemy reckon'd unpardonable in the World to come, is 
now to be committed; ſeeing that this Expreſſion of our 
Lord and Saviour was exprelly ſpoken to thoſe Fews, who 
were only pany of this horrid and anpardonable ; [oſphe- 
, in not believing the Doctrine, holy Life and Miracles, 
which was preach'd and ſhew'd them by the Son of God in 
his own Perſon, and then for his Kindneſs of leading them 
to endleſs Happineſs, to be fo barbarons, cruel and inhu- 

ane, as to diſpitefully uſe, ſcourge, mock and crucify the 

edeemer of the World, moſt ignominiouſſy, betwixt 
Two Malefactors, ſuch Actions (I think) might be blaſ 
phemous. This might be Blaſphemy in the hi Degree, 
to affront God to his Face, in his very Perſon, when he 
came to retrieve them from the very Brink of inevitable 
Deſtruction; wherefore, moſt merciful Father! grant 1 
may have the Aſſurance of fo ſtrong an 8 thy be- 
loyed Son, who commands all the Powers of Heaven, Earth, 
4 Hell; alas! if he be on my Side, what a Shame is it 
for metogive ſo much Way to my wretched Infidelity, as 

t puniſh my ſelf with ExpeAatfon of future Evils'? When 
henceforwards LU endeavour to make an abſolute Combi: 
nation of all Virtues a Paraphraſe on all my daily Action 

However, let Blaſphen be ever ſo much unpardonabl: 
in the World to come, I Wr profeſs here, before the 
Sight of God and Man, in this holy Aſſembly, that I ne- 
ver ſpoke thoſe hlaſphemous Words, of which I was con- 
victed lately before ſhe Blgar Honourable the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Parker, the Right Honograble Sir Robert Beach 
grofr, Knight, Lord Mayor of London, and 5.5 Wor: 
thipful Sir Peter King, Knight, Recorder of the fame City; 
Py, whoſe Sentence of remaining a Year in Priſon, juſtly 


_ inflited on me, according to the Depoſitions of the falſe 

Witneſſes, which forſwore themſelves, I expect no Re- 
leaſe, unleſs Her moſt ſacred Majeſty will be 5 7 — 
pleas d to let ſo much Royal Pity and Compaſiion flow from 
the inexhauſtible Fountain of unparallelFd Clemency, 
as to put a ſpeedy End to my Confinement, by mingling 
Mercy with the Severity of Juſtice ; which anmerited Fa- 
vour I ſhall turn to ſo good an Uſe, that it ſhall be my 
Pride to make an abſolute Conqueſt over all the reigning 

Vices of the Age. And now again, I do not only renounce 
all atheiſtical Tenets, - which I have too long inbib'd, to ex- 


clude my ſelf from being a Favourite in the Court of Hea- 
= | ven; 
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ven; but from the very Bottom of my Heart I unfeigned- 
ly recant and abjure, in the Preſence of this holy Congre- 
gation, all the Errors and Belief of the Church of Rome, as 
moſt heretical and damnable ? and although I have recei- - 
ved the Sacrament after the Romiſh manner to my eternal 
Damnation, in caſe Jever deſerted their Faith, yet, as a bad 
Oath is better broke than kept, I once more, by an Act of 
Choice, as well as Ii t, return into the Boſom of the 
Church'of England, whereby I may aſſuredly call God my 
Father, Chrift Jeſus my Brother, and our eſtabliſn d 


X » 


Church, my Mother, to my Life's End. 1 
Alas! with the prodigal Son, I will return Home to my 
Father's Houſe, and never dwell ein in the Tents of 
Wickedneſs; as knowing, ſuch that long to inhabit among 
Strangers, will not be backwards in embracing ſtrange Re- 
tigions ; both proceeding from one and the ſame dangerous 
Principle, an Unconſtancy of Mind, and a Defire of No- 
velty. Henceforwards 75 Study ſhall be my chief Place of 
Recreation; my Books ſhalt be my chief Companions; 
and I ſhall not only be too much in Love with Srripture, to if 
ſee her (as I have too often) proſtituted to every licen®” JJ 
tious Fancy, and by an impulent Wreſting made the Sub 
ject of every atheiſtical Wit; but alſo ftrive to be ſuch à 
profitable Member of the Common- wealth, that TH do 
my utmoſt Endeavour, that every one that hears me talk, 
ſhall by what they hear, either gain a Virtue, or loſe à 
Vice. I here recant and abjure all my Errors in general, 
not out of Oſtentation, Intereſt, or any Siniſter End hat- 
ever, bat with all Humility and Sincerity ; for iy 
I abhor, and I judge of all Diſſimulation, as in it 
for, though in Compliment, the Practice of it may ſeem 
princely, yet in its own Nature I know tis deviliſh, and 
in the End will prove damnable. I ſcorn to be Satar's 
Scholar, though for ſo profitable a Leſſon: For it was he 
indeed was the firſt Maſter of this 9 ; when he 
complimented our firſt Parents out of their Innocence and 
Paradiſe at once; by tickling their Ambition with this 
Strain, Te Hall be lite Gods, Whatſoever Talent God hath 
been 1 to endue me with, I ſhall not dig in the Earth 
to hide it, but ſo traffick with it, till Art and Induſtry 
have brought it an Increaſe ſome way Joerg to the 
Stock of Nature: At leaſt, to that Degree which may in- 
title me to the Euge of my Lord, 11 e Wet- 
com of à good and faithful Servant. 2 Hiving 


it is; 
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theleſo poſſeſs'd of that charitable Temper w 
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Having now abjur'd and recanted Atheiſm and Papiſm, 
my Ambition makes me deſire in all Things to be above 
the World; and to this End I ſhall for ever ſet my Af- 
fections on Things above, and point them out to Heaven, 
A Parſuit after Godlineſs will make my Boſom my Trea- 
fury, and that ſo rich and ſelf-ſufficient, that all the exter- 
nal Felicities this, World has or can caſt into the Bargain, 
will be look d upon by me with as ſlender a Regard, as the 
Widow's Mite would have been by the great Lord of the 
Temple, without a: large Augmentation for her Piety and 
Devotion. Whilſt I was a profeſs'd Atheiſt, 1 was never- 

hat ch hich would re- 
lieve People in Diſtreſs ; this was all I was good for, and 
God grant I may ſtill aimire Charity, when by giving to 
the Poor, I lend to the Lord; the Honour of being the 
Lord's Creditor is all the Intereſt I expect; and doubtleſs 


_ This Happineſs is not every Man's, to have God his Debtor. 


I durft now be Religious in ſpite of the World; and there- 
fore ſet my if, without betraying the leaſt Timidity, 
againſt the great Eugbear, lich fo, ſcares moſt Men, not 
only out of tazir Wits, but out of all good Actions, Shame, 
or Deriſion. Theſz are they which, as the Elephants in 
King Pyrrhuss Army terrified the Romans with their pro- 
digious Bulk, do ſo affright the greateſt Part of vicious 
Men, that they never leave flying till they tumble into the 
bottomleſs Pit together. But my, Converſion (I hope) 


Will make me, like the ſtout Minucius, prove by Expe- 


aence theſe. Monſters to be of more Bulk than Metal, and 
to want nothing but an Adverſary to bring them into Sub- 
jection. As I have an e which is my Religion; and 


2 Miſtreſs too to vindicate and defend from all Injuries and 


Affronts, which is my own Soul, for the Sakes of theſe 


Two, having liſted my ſelf again under the Banners of 
Chrift, 1 ſhall be oblig'd to be engag d in many a Duel, with 
thoſe Hereſies and thoſe Sins, which would ſtrain and cor- 
rupt the one, or, {teal away and deflower the other. Again, 
T acknowledge L ſincerely enter my ſelf within the Pale of 


| 1 Fac Church FX land, whoſe Doctrine I own to. be Or- 


odox, and ſubſcribe to the 39 Articles thereof as true. 
My Fidelity -thereto, ſhall be proy d by receiving, after a 
We 7 for ſo great a Work, becauſe, He that eat- 
ered drinketh ayworthily, qateth aud drinketh Damnation 
© himſelf, the bleſſed Eichariſt, os Sacrament of the Lord's 
| 1 . 
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that I have ſo long been ſo blindly Zealons, as to werſhi 
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Supper. Being aſſur'd in my on Conſcience of the 
Truth of our eſtabliſn'd Church, I durſt venture on it the 
Salvation of my Soul, in ſpite of the greateſt Anathema 


by the Pope himſelf, a 93 Inquiſition, or the moſt ſan- 


inary Proſecutions of Romiſh Fury. I am heartily ſorry 


a golden Calf for a God; but now my Eyes are open 

and I ſee my Errors; I look upon my preſent Afflictions 
as Corrections, blaming my ſelf for the Occaſion, but at 
the ſame Time blefling God for bringing me to a due Senſe 
of my manifold Sins by ſuch Tryals. Truly, like a natu- 
ral and hopeful Child, I ſeriouſly conſider my own Faults, 
which provoked my heavenly Father thus to chaſtiſe me; 
and ſo by ſtroaking the Hand, and kiſſing the Rod, and 
humbly begging Pardon for my Offences, I may ſet my 
Father's Affections, which before I had turn'd afide, not 
loſt, into their own proper Chanel again. Now left my 
Reader ſhould think my Confeſſion too prolix, I ſhall 
conclude with theſe Words ſpoken by our bleſſed Savi- 
our: I ſay unto you, that likewiſe Joy ſhall be in Heaven 


| over one Sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and 


nine juſt Perſons, which need no Repentance. There is Foy 


repenteth. 


| #n the Preſence of the Angels of God, over one Sinner that 


8 
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RE LIOGIO LIBERTINI. 
RE LIGIONisan e r Duty which the very 
K Light of Nature directs all Rational Creatures to 
obſerve, by paying Adoration to that Supream Power in 
whom we live, and move, and have our Being. So as 
there is but one God, only one Church is required upon 
Earth; for as Reaſon is the golden Foundation laid for us 
Mortals to build upon, God expects we ſhould not fo 
much abuſe it, as to ere& thereupon any meaner Structure 
than an Heaven. But conſidering we live now ſo much in 
the Evening of the World, when the thick and foggy Miſts 
of Ignorance darken, or rather Mankind conſpires ts 
commence, and take Degrees in falſe Opinions, and. that 
fading Light we have, is ſo variouſly refracted by moſt un- 


acconntable Erros, and fo often reflected by the disfigured 


Glaſſes 
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Tyrant and Sophiſter; and from a Title of the higheſk 
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Glaſſes of Humour and Fancy, we may truly fay we have 
as many Religions in this Nation as Men. . Never was the 
facred Name of Religion more abus d than it is now; and 
indeed it is to be fear'd, that having been ſo long mi 
ied to every falſe Doctrine, it will at aft find the 1 
rd Meaſure, with thoſe once more honeſt Names of 


Honour, degenerate into a Term of the greateft Diſgrace 


and Infamy. 


The ſeamleſs Garment of our Saviour typically fignify'd 
there was but one Way of Veneration; but to be ſure of 
the right Way, I have proved all Things, and am reſolved 
to ſtick to that which is beſt. My Sureties Promiſe of 


that I knew nothing of at the Font, ties no Obligation to 
my Belief; nor ſhall an {þſe Dixit dire& my Credo, for 


Authority being an Humour unhappily poſſeſſing many 
Men, it hath by Prejudice withdrawn — into Parties, 
and contemning the Sovereignty of Truth, ſeditionſſy 
abetted the private Diviſions of Error. Again, I am not 
ſo bigotted as to allow any Proſtration to Antiquity for 
my Belief without Probation of the Truth, hereby ings: 
fing a Thraldom on our Times, which the Ingenuity of no 
Age ſhould endure, or indeed the Preſumption of any did 


ever yet enjoin; moreover, although I was carefully edu- 


cated in the Protuſ ant Religion, by my ever honoured Pa- 
rents, the Happineſs of whoſe Converſation I enjoy'd 
three Septanaries of Years, yet the Force of Education 
could not prevent my. Diſſertion from thoſe Principles 
which I fack'd in from meer Infancy ; but finding no Sa- 


tisfaction in any, like the prodigal Son I return'd Home 


to my Father's Houſe, and enter'd into the Pale of the 
Eburch of England again. However, I never conform d to 


it upon the Account of ſwearing Allegiance to Cuftom, 
nor becauſe it is the Religion in Fafhion, or rather eſta- 


bliſhed here; but becauſe Reaſon induced me to believe 


her Doctrine to be the pureſt on Earth, and moſt conſo- 


nant to that which was imbraced by the Primitive Chrifts- 
ans : But through the Malignity of the Times I am afraid 


we ſhall never ſee Primitive Chriſtianity revive in its full 
Strength and Vigour more. To Reaſon (I ſay) I ſubmit 
my Conſcience ; I think ſhe cannot well be ſubdu d by Er- 


rors; for being Sovereign of the Paſſions, though her Le- 
nity or Supineneſs doth ſometimes both occaſion — pep 
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abit their U ſurpations, yet is the ſeldom ſo diveſted of her 
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Native Power, but that whenſoever ſhe pleaſes to im 
what ſhe hath left, ſhe is. able to reſume what ſhe hath 
loſt, Our Adverſaries may cavil, and fay the Tenets of 


the Church of England are erroneous; but if they be 


grounded on Errors, they are ſuch Errors which Chri® - 


himſelf taught us; ſuch Errors which his Apoſtles promul- 
gated over the World; ſuch Errors which dying Mar- 
tyrs ſeal'd with their Blood; ſuch Errors which both Greek 
and Latin Fathers anthoriz'd; ſuch Errors which are con- 
firm'd by wholfom Laws; and ſuch Errors which all Or- 
thodox Divines maintain in this Age, ſurpaſſing for Know- 
ledge that wherein the Greek and Roman Learning bore 
the Sway. I allow, we are not ſo infallible now, as we 
if our firſt Parents had retain'd their In- 
tegrity7; however, as by that unhappy Lapſe our Under- 
ſtandings are eclipſed, as well as our Tempers it 
we muft betake our ſelves to Ways of Reparation, 
3 = Ray of our N 8 for 
thus may we in ſome Meaſure repair our Primary Ruins, 
and build our ſelves Men again. i 3 cM 
To the Diſhonour (muſt I ſpeak it) of our Predeceſſors, 
and the Diſparagement of thoſe that glory in the Antiqa- 
of their Anceſtors, we imbraced Heatheniſm-a 1 
while in this Ifland ; the Nativity of the Chriſtian Faith 
ſcarce reaches the Era of a Thouſand Years; and that 
glympſe of Chriſtianity given us by Auftin the Monk was if 
ſo much corrupted with the pi fraudes of the Church of 
Rome, that it was ſome Ages before the careful Endeavours 
of After-times could reſtore it to its former Purity. Since 
the Reformation it 4 purified from the ſuperſtitious Dreſs 
of Romiſh Idolatry, from which (although 1 was hetrothed to 
my preſent Wife in that Communion, Libra me Domine is 
my fincere Litany; and now utterly abhorring Popery, it 
is my hearty Wiſh, the Proteſtant Hands of Great- Britain 
may join like the Cherubims flaming Sword, to keep the 
Pope for ever out of this once Hereditary Paradiſe, which | 
he by his Apoſtacy hath juſtly forfelted and loft. The Pro- | 
teſtant Religion I chooſe for its Truth, not its Comlinels z 
and often weigh each Branch of it in the Balance of the 


Sanctuary, that I may be ſure it is full Weight. This is the | 


Religion that is moſt deſerving of the Chrijtzar's Imbraces; | 
. This is the Religion which has Majeſty enough to _ | 
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Nebuchadne ⁊ ar with the hotteſt Furnace in his Mouth: 
and 2 holy Zeal which (as the brighter Sun-Beams do np- 
on the fainter Light of a Candle) can prey upon and con- 
ſume to nothing the moſt ſcorching Flames of Perſecution. 
For the Profeſſion of this Religion the Spirits of holy Mar- 
_ tyrs could not be ſilenc'd; who being expoſed not only to 
the Eyes, bat the mercileſs Teeth of Wolves, gave loud 
Expreſſions of their Faith, and their holy Clamours were 
heard as high as Heaven! I cannot tell how ſtrong my 
Faith might be in courting Racks, hugging Flames, im- 
bracing Gibbets, kiſſing Daggers, of complimenting Lions, 
in Vindication of my Religion; but my Mind gives me, 1 
ſhould ſooner ſuffer for the Church of England, than for 
any Church upon Earth: Nay, I am ſure I ſhould be fir- 
mer to my Principles in that Caſe, than Peter, when in 
ſpite of all his empty Boaſts, wherein. he not only ſeem'd 
to defy Death, but Chrift's Prediction too, he did not only 
forſake his Maſter, but deny'd him to the laſt. All other 
Opinions are repugnant to the Determinations of Truth, 
Senſe, and Reaſon; an Aunt or Fortaſſe ſhall not make 
me cim againſt the Stream of thoſe ſtrong Currents, 
which take. their Riſe from the holy Scripture, which 1s 
indited by the Holy Ghoſt ; and therefore Hallen the Apo- 
ſtate, Maxi minus, and Diocleſian attempted the Ruin an: 
total Deſtruction thereof: But the Longevity of that ſa- 
cred Piece, which hath ſo long eſcaped the common Fate, 
and th Providence of that Spirit which is ever awake 
over it, may at laſt diſcourage ſuch raſh Attempts ,, ar 
if not, make doubtful its Mortality, at leaſt indubitably 
declare, this is a Stone too big for Saturn's Mouth, and a 
Bit indeed Oblivion cannot ſwallow. I hold with the Ro- 
maniſts in the Point of not permitting the Scripture to 
be tranſlated into vulgar Tongues, whereby every illite- 
rate Fellow ſhall pretend to be an Interpreter of the Ora- 
cles of God; it is too fatally manifeſt that from this ground 
In the Lecture of Holy Scripture, their Apprehenſions 
are commonly confined unto the literal Senſe of the Text, 
from whence have enſu'd the groſs and duller forts of He- 
reſies: For not attaining the Deuteroſcopy, and ſecond 
Intention of the Wor1s, they are'fain to omit their Su- 
perconſequences, Coherences, Figur2s, or Tropologies, 
and are not ſometime perſwaded by Fire beyond their Li- 
teralities. The Writings of the inſpired Penmen are only 
FA . | F & 4 | ; 3 . — 1 proper 
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ih; roper to be read by the Commonwealth of Letters, to 
ur N Veneration is ſuch, that I muſt needs aha 
On- ledge, tho Arms or Deſcent hath carried away the King- 
. dom, yet Learning hath carried the Prieſthood; which is, 
and ever hath been, in ſome Competition with Empire. 

It mult be allow d that the Scripture is the only Guide 
"Tn to Salvation; nevertheleſs, I have not ſuch an Antipathy 
cre againſt Pagan 133 as that Pope who conſpired the 
wy Subverſion of all Heathen Authors; for from their Wri- - 
Im tings may be learnt many a good Leſſon of Morality. 
7 'Tis true, Horace, Juvenal, and Perſius were no Pro- 

: phets; nevertheleſs, their Pens did Rem to indigitate 
772 and point at the Vices of our Times. Nay, the great 
12 Apoſtle of the Gentiles was not aſhamed to uſe the Au- 
14 thority of the Erhnick Writers in his Divine Epiſtles. Be- 


fides, the moſt learned Heathens went a gleaning in the 


4 


ly abundant Fields of Rabbinical Lars for where had 
n. 0% his Story of Dexcalion's Deluge, his Gigantomathia, 
$9 and Sacrifice of phigenia, but from Noah's Flood, the 
- Confuſion of Babel, and Feprha's Raſh Vow ? Lurarn his 
„ Cognition of the Diffolution of the World by Fire; 
15 but from the New Teſtament? Virgil that Prediction 
9. of our Saviour, Chara Deum ſoboles, and fo forth, hut 
. from the inſpired Prophecies of the Sybils ? Fefiod his 
2 Intelligence of Aan, ag ch 

th from the Pentateuch of Moſes ? Herodotus his Account 
4 of the Angel's ſlaying 185000 Men in Senacharib's Army, 
[ but from Divine Glory? Or Plato ſuch Divine Sayings; 
* which incited a great Father of the Church to conter 
7 this Ealagium on him, Si paganus chriſtian Jon 


* 


Excluſion from Paradiſe, but [ 
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the Idolatry direct and down- right in the People, whoſe 
Cxedulity is illimitable, who may be made to believe 
that any Thing ig God, or that there is no God at all. 
However, I have great Hopes of their Salvability rag 
the Right Reverend Dr. Williams, late Biſhop of Chiche- 
Aer, in a Diſputation held with me, is mach againſt it. 
| cannot approve that Doctrine, whoſe uncharitable Cen- 
ſure aſſumes the Prerogative of dooming fo many Mo 
; lions of Souls to the uttermoſt Severity of Divine Wrat 
Surely Statius's aſſerting the Certainty of a Deity in a 
blind Way, may find a much more Mitigation of Puniſh- 
| mene.for his Ignorance, than atheiſtical Lucretius, who 
| believed all Things came by Natiire, which is but the In- 
| ſtrument of God. Cicero's ſmall Knowledge too of a 
Godhead without doubt may be-better rewarded in a fu- 
ture State, than Lucian's impiouſly ſcoffing at religious 
Principles. And Senecas Morals muſt infallibibly exalt 
him in the World to come above Catullus, for wantonly 
Writing to his beloved Lesbia. Was the want of the Go- 
| _ Jpel ſhining among the Infidels to be the Cauſe of their 
13 Damnation, in pity to their miſerable Condition, I could 
— 4 wilh that learned Father's Opinion true, whoſe charitable 
4 Diſpoſition urg'd him to imagin; The very Devils ſhould find 
 Abſolution after a limited Time of Puniſhment. Certainly it 
muſt be a terrible Thing to be for ever excluded the San- 
tum Santtorum of Bliſs; and the Tenet muſt be exploded 
as an Aﬀront to Divine Mercy, when Chrift is not a Propitia- 
tion for our Sins only, but for the Sins of the whole World, 
I muſt ingeniouſly confels (but bluſhing with Shame and 
Confuſion at my Audaciouſneſs) that out of an oftentati- 
ous way of diſplaying the Trophies of Wit, and Gaiety of 
Learning, I have atheiſtically denied the Eſſence of a Di: 
Vine Being; which verify'd what Feftus ſaid of Paul, when 
in Bonds, Loo much Learning hath made thee mad. Truly, 
ag Contagion of Atheiſm is too epidemical among us 
till; nor can the Man be any better than David's Fool, 
who will contradict the Being of a Deity, when the In- 
terchange of Nights and Days, the orderly Motion of the 
dun, Moon, I. Stars, and very Light of Nature, .mani- 
leſt the Certainty of. a fupream Power to be in el 
Nothing fo ſure as that there is a God, but what he is 1 
will not preſume to define: It is a Task of too great diff 
CCC 


* 


* 


5 The Faith of « Converted ATHEIST. «x 


2 Being, whoſe Center is every where, and Circumſerence 
1. no where. This is a ſublime Theme on which it ib ealy® 
h to ſpeak much, but impoſſible to ſay enough: Tis Sflence 
> beſt expreſſes our Wonder, and a proftrate Venetation? 
t. is the ſaſeſt Apprehenſion of that _ which cannot: be- 
Ne His Ubiquity is admirable, in excluding 
all Wiſhes of Removal, by making his Eſſence un- Ba 4 
dle of Excluſion; for, whither ſhould he deſire to trandꝰ 
ſport himſelf” that is every where, and can wiſh hinfſelf 
to be in no Place where he is not already? Such is his 
Power, that nothing is impoſſible to God but Lying; 
and that Aſſertion in Metapſhſic le, God cannot command? 
thoſe Things to be undone, which have been done. By 
the advantageous Ideas I have entertain d of God's Be 4 
fections, I have been ſometimes inclin'd to think, thi) * 
the Reaſon why he tells Moſes, he cannot ſee his Face 
without dying, might be, that as tranſcendent Objects! 
deſtroy. the Senſe, ſo lovely and glorious à Sight, whoſe” 
Continuance- ſhall make our Happineſs in Heaven, would* 
let in Joys, and create Deſires, too _—_— frail Mare 
| tality to ſuſtain. For Hiſtory tells us; Longing or Io 
have ſometimes reack d Degrees, "thatjhave: mide them, 
tal; and wihy then ſhould their Union in ſuch Extreams 
be thought uncapable of producing the ke Effect? Nr 
is it perchance more a Privilege of the — as Wop wee 
ſhall then ſee God, than that we ſhalli ſüxuloe that gloxi- 
ous Sight, which is too dazling an Object for mortal EY 
till our mortal Part hath put on Immortality. Agaln, the 
Omniſciency of God is ſuch a penetrating Attribute, that's 
nothing ean be hid from his Eyes: Whereſbre the Poſteri- 
ty of Adam after this Diſtance, and after perpetuated 
an Impairment; cannot but condemn th Poverty of his 
Conception, that thought to ſecure hiniſeif ſuom his Crea 


fore in the Parkneſs of chis Chaos, and in the Obſcurity of 
Nothing; that thonght to fly from God, which could not 
fly himſelf, or imagined that one Tree ſhould conceal his? - 
Nakedneſs from God's Eye, as another had reaveld it un- 
to his own : From hence we may conclude; that at the 
laſt Day, when our:Offences ſhall be drawn. into — 
the Subtilty of our Inquiſitor ſnall not Preſent unto God 
2 Bundle of Calumnies, ö burn 
will diſcreetly offer up (as — may ſee by Satans W 
=: "= 5 „ | 


tor in the Shade of the Garden, Who hadi beheld him be- 'J 


and reverent - Anforer to the — Whence comeft th 
as well nnder the Omniſcience of his Maker's Na- 


ture, was not ſo ready to deceive himſelf, as to falſify un- 
1475 whoſe Cognition is no way deludable) unto his 
bee * foe: the Wiſdom of God, it may the 
Gid thereof, what Men will have figuratively ſpoken 
n 'of Chriſt, that if the Wonders- thereof 
ww "oe cul ms aan the whole World, that is all with- 
8 


Circumference, would not contain them ; for 
his Wiſdom is Infinite, 
thereof be Finite; and 4 77 the World does not compriſe 
him, it cannot compre ehend his Story. To run through 
U. che Divine Attributes would puzzle Admiration it 
tranſport it into Wonders beyond Exceſs, 
re I will employ my Thoughts on the exceſſive 
Love I owe to God for my Creation and Preſervation, 
and which Commandment I can entirely 
an Violation, though I allow my Affections other Ob- 
jects ; provided they be kept in "420 Subordination to, 
eld from entering into — — with that Love, 
k ; ought to be appropriated wholl 
22 Trinity is — due not Meddle. with; 


only - 
ag; ſenſleſs\ Hereftes in Divinity 
Determination of this high Point to nn firſt Perſon of 
tkis myſterious Qonjunction of Three into One; for he 
alone 3 is it 1 truly determine theſe and all Things 
propoled the World anto our Di 
tation, 22 — Things unto his own 
ſolution, whoſe — we cannot 
Fleſh, but maſt with Reverence | 
Day, whoſe Juſtice ſhall either 
ot reſolve ous 
aſſects ſome Men, in ſtriving to know what is above the 
— of one hon — precipit You wo — Sao 
ts 0 ve rg an 
tinies ſo a as to come: within Command of the 


flaming Swords, and loft the! 
' Humanity, yet have the En 


d unto tliat 
our Curioſiti 


in Attempts above 
of moſt defected by 


d | Thou g 


a ſure and undeniable Lift of our Tranſ- 


JJC A ⁵˙ NT ˙²—3 n gs mach. Www. att. ( ». 


ſo cannot the due Expreſſions 


obey without 


Apprehenſions, or ſecundary Relations, have not : 
—.—, popular Errors in rn" y, a well Fo 
eave the 


hops from 


Diſquiſitions. I abandon the Vanity —_— 


the, Way, and tited within the ſober Circumſerence of 


| 
1 
1 
; 
& 
y 


muſh —_ 5 


— — — And from hence thoſe 


pable of Want, and the Creatures ſu 


from a caſual Concourſe of Atoms, is an 
of Nature drawn betwixt him and that Hand, whoſe Pow- 


good — of the N oſt) com- 

Fae the celeſtial Hierarchy, are of ſeveral Orders, as (be- 
6 — Avrchangels, Cherubims and Seraphims, — 
from — Root Seraph, which Kies to 


s Creatures, 
that our Engl: 3 call — — are ſtil d in 
the Hebrew Tongue, Hannechaſim Haſ-ſeraphim. Of this 
laſt Dignity was 2 ſuppoſe) Larifer; Who, with 
the apoſtate Spirits, deſerted his firſt * A not as 

frighted thence by any Blemiſh he deſcry d in God, but 


probably fell by an imperious Affectation of a Parity, and 
a ſacrilegious aſſ 


nally unable to „ Without wiſhing them his on. 
Now, 1 do not believe a Reparation of of the Loſ-of 6 
many Spiritual Inhabitants, nor God's ce in any 


ng —— him to 2 the Wor 2 to 

e nevy uiſiti ince he was unconceiv 

in his own Sacscgeney e 
ut his — — preſs d him to manifeſt and impart hi 


Glory, and the Goods which he ſo over-flowingly abounds 
of tie World's Creation, 7 


with. Witneſs his 


which certainly had an earlier aca” — the I 7 Ca- 
it. t is 


almoſt an univerſal Creed to affirm the _ 


but . the Arran, which Moſes gives of this ſtupe 
dious Wor ing, The 272 hr Form and 
and Darkneſs the Face of the * and the — 
2 Lor upon the 08. f the Maters it 

B of Matter, but of F — 
and a Materation even of Maner it ſelf. Its Exiſtence 


Opinion as abſurd 
as the Stagirites Prima Materia, which was only the Veil 


er Was Rr to hang this great and n — 


ing fo Perfection; which he was crimi- 


Id by the Vir- 
tue of a powerful Fiat, was a — out of Nothing ; 5 | 
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without any Support, in tlie Air. Alexander's Pedagogue 1 
may think this Frame was from Eternity, Ido not; but as . 
there is Obſcurity in its Beginning, as well as End, inſu- 6 
much that its Nativity is as indeterminable as its Period is | 

. Inſcrutable, my Curioſity ſhall-not incite me to ere poſi- 
tive Aſſertions upon uncertain Opinions: However, it is 
my Utinam that J had ſeen the firſt Dawnlof Light ap- 


proach out bf the dark Chaot, whereby L might have ſeen 
the wonderful Shew of Five Days aſ ter. 
As for the Duration of this ſublunary Orb, and thoſe il 
elemental Bodies we ſee above, the very Angels cannot tell 
how long it ſhall endure, wherefore the Rabbins Prophecy 
is in no Requeſt with me, who predicted its Cataſtrophe 
at the End of Six thouſand Vears. An End of the World 
there will be for certain, and its Diſſolution will be by a 
general Conflagration; but when it will receive its Exit, 
is a profeſſed and authentick Qbicurity, unknown to all but 
to the Oimniſciency of the Almighty. Certainly the End 
of all Things are wrap'd up in the Hands of God, he that 
undertakes the Knowledge thereof forgets his own Begin- 
ning, and diſelaims his Principles of Earth z no Man knows 
the End of the World, nor aſſuredly of any Thing. in it: 
God ſees it, becauſe unto his Eternity lit is preſent, he 
knows the Ends of us, but not of himſelf: and becauſe he 
knows not this, he knows all Things, and his Knowledge 
is endleſs;ieven in the Object of himſel Ti 
But vchilſt the World endures, admirable: is God's Pro- 
vidence in the Gubernation thereof; for his infinite Wiſdſom 
does not only take care of the Species or common Natures, 
but keeps cloſ the Guird of Individuals, and ſingle Eſſen- 
ces therein. His watchful: Eye looks below the Moon, ant 
claims the Prerogative of guiding all ſublunary Affairs, 
= without depoſiting them into the Power of inferior Depu- 
tations. e ſurprizing are all thoſſiunge/Occortnees; 8B 

and as ſtrange. Events come ta paſs in the World, to give 
Birth to ſuch miraculous Revolutions, which have too often 
tempted even good Men to queſtion: Gods Conduct in the 
Government of this Terreſtrial Fabrick; whilſt the Cala- 
mities and perſecutions of Virtue and Innocence, ſeemd 
a pprov'd by him, who accumulates Proſperities on their 

criminal Oppoſers. But theſe ſee ming Irregularities which 
the Heathens thought fit to impute to the giddy Whimſies 
olf Fate, Deſtiny, Chance, or Neceſſity are not only com 
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ſiſtent with God's Juſtice and Goodneſs, but are Pro- 
ductions of it. If God's whole Defign in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the World ſhould be diſclofed, all thoſe Revolutions 
and Occurrences of Empires, Kingdoms, States, Families, 
and particular . Perſons, which Men are here ſo prone to 
quarrel with, would appear fo juſt, ſo requiſite, and ſo 
ſeaſonable, that thoſe very Things which tempted ſome to 
deny God, would engage me to praiſe him. God's provi: 
dential Operations are Diſpenſations diſtributed among 
Men, not only out of Neceſſity and Tuſtice, but eyen out 
of Mercy of thoſe very Afflictions, that were moſt impu- 
ted to his Severity, to convince them that their Hopes were 
never diſappointed, but to ſecure their Title to better 
Things than "thoſe they hoped for; nor their inferior 
Intereſts (at the long-run) projuiced, but jor the Advan- 
tage of their ſupreme Ones. Thus, as the Effects of God's 
Providence ate unfathomable, I ſhall not attempt to fancy 
my ſelf one Tot the nearer Heaven; for being mounted on 
the Wings of Proſperity, leſt when the contrary Wind of 
Adverſity diſmounts me, and my unexpected Fall awakes 
me from my pleaſant Dream, I ſhould find my ſelf to be 
really as low, as I was before, but ſeemingly high. Truly 
| I have fo ſlight. an Eſteem of Fortune, that I cannot vouch- 
ſaſe her the Honour of a Being; but leave that to thoſe. 
poor Heathens who were indeed as blind as they ſuppos d 
er to be. Whatſoever Bleflings I here enjoy I receive 
them, as indeed they are, as the Bounties of an indulgent 
Father, with Thanks and Love, and I uſe them to that 
End, for which I ſuppoſe ſo good and prudent a Father 
would beſtow them on x beloved Son; ſo that I may make 
them as niuch Inſtruments of my own Good, as they are 
Teſtimonies of my Father's Affection. 3 
The Enjoyments of a happy Life ſhould not make my 
Inctination exorbitant in craving more than was requiſite 
for the Station wherein it had pleas'd God to place me. It 


was Adam's growing wantono Cary where the Earth free- 
ly brought forth all Things of it ſelf ; and Where his Task 


of labouring was but his Recreation, not his Toyl, which 
ſent him firſt abroad to ſweat in the World, and to wage 
8 5 War with Briars and Thiftles: ' How happy was 
the firft Man's Portion, whoſe: original Settlehient was in 
a State of Innocents, cloathe? with Immortality ?” But ea. 
De 10 29353911 (1151) SOT md en er 
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ger to 7950 the Bloſſoms of his Wife's Virginity, without 
Permiff 
his capital! 
obſcure himſelf from God: But what Creature can fly from 
the Omniſcience and tial Ubiquity of his Maker ? For, 
as he created all Things, ſo is he beyond and in them all; 
not only in Power, as under his Subjection, or in his Pre- 
ſence, as being in his Coppitions but in his very Eſſence, as 
being the Soul of their Cauſalities, and the eſſen tial Cauſe 
of their Exiſtences. Before this fatal Lapſe of our firſt 
Parents, which intail'd the Curſe of Mortality on their 
Progeny, Death could not n nor Eve, for that 
had overthrown the Intention of the World, and 
Creator to act the ſixth Day over again. But when God 
called them to an Accompt for their Tranſgreſſion, the 
Coats of Skins which he made them was a lively Emblem 
they had newly learn'd to die; for unto them a Garment 
from the was but a Dictate of Death, and the mourn- 
ful Habit of Mortality. When Cain was born, they ſaw 
the diſmal Conſequences of being diſrobed of their Immor- 
_ ality, for with him enter'd not only the Act, but the firft 
Power of Murder : But althongh he purpoſed to do his 


kill Abel, or defign'd that, whereof he had not n 
Example in his own Kind; for it ſeems to appear there 
might be ſomewhat in that Diſaſter Which he would not 
have done, ar defir'd undone, when he broke forth as deſ- 
perately, as before he had unmannerly, My Iniquity is grea- 
ter than can be forgiven me. Our firſt Parents had Free- 
will to act either Good or Bad, wherefore it was in vain for 
Eve to accuſe the Devil's Temptation, or Adam his Wife's 
Seduction, after their unhappy Fall: Alas! their Crime 
was inexculable, who had Power to do as they pleas d; 
and ſeeing that many in their Imperfections have feſiſt 
more powerful Temptations, and in many Moralities con- 
demn'd the Facelity of their Seductions, their Error hath 
in framers upon arch which Privils fo 
| mmortality + Which Privilege It | 
affected by, 9 that they have vainly rk an 
Immortality, and ſtole their Death in hope to be ęſtecm d 
what they were not: Which can be look'd upon but a$an 
ambitious Vanity, ſwhen the daily Dictates of Corruption 
loudly tell us we are the Sons of the Earth . 


2228 


on, he forfeited his Happineſs; and conſcious of 
Error, he thought by a private Retirement to 


put the 


Brother a Miſchief, yet I queſtion whether he intended to 
beheld an 


Partner with ths Soul 


1 
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The Faith of a Converted AT HEI 5 7 
| Saran, in the ſhape of a Serpent, having robbe d 44m of his 


Felicity, by beginning his Deceir in the weaker Veſſel,which - 


had Strength ſufficient ro conſummate the Fraud in the ftron-. 
ger, the impetuous Torrent of his Malice againſt Man ceaſing 
not here, he endeavour'd afterwards to make the World be- 
lieve, that he was God himſelf; bur failing of his firſt Attempt 


to be bur like the higheſt in Heaven, he hath obtained with 


Men to be the ſame on Earth, and hath accordingly aſſumed 


the Annexes of Divinity, and the Prerogattves of the Creator, 
drawing into Practiſe the Operation of Miracles, and the Pre- 


ſcience of Things to come. Thus hath, he in a ſpecious way 
wrought Cures upon the Sick, play d over the wondrous Acts 
of Prophets, and counterfeired many Miracles of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. Thus harh he openly contended with God ; and 
to this Effect his Inſolency was not aſhamed to play a ſolemn: 
Prize with Moſes, wherein alrho' his Performance was very 
ſpecious, and beyond the common Apprehenſion of any Power. 
below a Deity, yer was it nor ſuch as could make good his 
Omnipotency; for he was wholly confounded in the Conver- 
ſion of Duſt into Lice ; an act Philoſophy can ſcarce deny to 
be above the Power of Nature, nor upon a requiſite Prediſpo- 
ſition beyond the Efficacy of the Sun. Wherein notwithſtand- 


ing, the Head of the old Serpent was confeſſedly too weak for. 


Maſes's Hand, and the Arm of the Magicians roo ſhorr for the 
Finger of GOD. In Paradiſe the Devil aſſum'd the Serpent's 
tape ; bur ſince he is ſuppos d to appear in the ſhapeof a Goat, 
as is ſomewhat confirm'd in the Ter, Thou ſhalt not offer unto 


Devils; where the Original Word is Seghnirim, that is, rough 


and hairy Goats, A Goat is made the Hieroglyphic of the 


Devil; ſo might it be the Emblem of Sin, as it was in the Sin- 


Offering: And ſo likewiſe of wicked and ſinful Men, accord- 


ing to the Expreſſion of Scripture in the Method of the laſt 


Diſtribution, when our Saviour ſhall ſeparate the Sheep from 
the Goats, that is, the Sons of the Lamb from rhe Children of 
the Deyil, rk, 25 —_ 
Tho! ir may in ſome manner be allowable to repreſent the 
Devil from Scriptural Deſcriptions, yer methinks it is a great 
piece of Folly among Chriſtians in attempting to delineate their 
Creator, or God the Father, in the ſhape of an old Man: Truly, 
the Attempt is raſh, not oniy in che deſcription of Inviſibility, 
bur Circum ſcription of Ubiquity, and fetching under Lines 
incomprebenſible Circularity. The Deſign perhaps may be 
derivative from the hieroglyphica e of the ene 
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who to expreſs their Ene pb, or Creator of the World, deſcribed 
an old Man ina blue Mantle, with an Egg in his Monch, which 
was an Emblem of the World. Truly the Hieroghphicks of 

the Egyptians were more tolerable, and in their ſacred Letters 
more veniably expreſſed the Apprebenſion cf Divinity; for 
tho” they imply'd the ſame by an Eye upon a „ by an 
| Eagle's Head, a Crocodile, and the like; yet did theſe manual 
- Deſcriptions pretend no al Repreſentations ; nor could 
the People miſconceive the unto real Correſpondencies. 
So, tho the Cherub carried ſome Apprehenſion of Divinity, yet 
was it not conceiy'd to be the Shape thereof; and fo ps 
becauſe it is metaphorically predicated of God, that he is a 
conſuming Fire, nevertheleſs he may be harmleſly deſcribed by 
a flaming Repreſentment. But to conceive theſe Deſcriptions 
ro be really ſhaped like our Maker, is as abſurd as to aver thar 
Srorks are to be found, and only live in Republicks, or free 
States; which is a pretty Conceit to advance the Opinion of 
5 3s Policies, and from Antipathies in Nature to diſparage 


onarchical Government. | 


But above all the Inventions which the Devil found out tro 


advance his pretended Deity, was the ſolemn Practiſe of Ora- 
cles, wherein in ſeveral Parts of the World he publickly pro- 
feſs d his Divinity; but how ſhort they flew of that Spirit, 
_ whoſe Omniſcience they would refemble, their Weakneſs (as 
ſeveral hiſtorical Narrations prove) ſufficiently declares ; bur 
at the coming of Chriſt there commenced a Ceſſation of them, 
- Which was an evident and convincing Acknowledgment of that 
Power which ſhut up his diabolical Lips. However,as his Ma- 
lice is vigilant, and the Sins of Men do ftill continue a Tole- 
ration of his Miſchiefs, he reſterh not yet, nor will he ever ceaſe 
to circumvent the Sons of the firſt deceived ; wherefore he runs 
into Corners, excrcifing minor Trumperies, and acting his 
Deceits in Witches, Magicians, Aſtrologers, and ſuch inferiour 
Seductions; till all which are exploded as ridiculous and in- 
jurious to Truth, in vain do we cry that Oracles are down; 
Apollo's Altar yer doth ſmoak; nor is the Fire of Delphos out 
unto this Day. TT TS * + heres 

© However, our Saviour bidding the unbelieving Diſciple put 
his Fingers into the Impreſſions of his Sacred Stigma's, to ſa- 
risfy his Incredulny that he was real Fleſh and Blood, and noc 

48 the Experiment makes me no Infidel in the Apparition 
_ of Ghoſts; but nevertheleſs, it is a great Error in Chriſtians, 
Qho holding the Dead to reſt i the Laved; do yet believe they 
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The Faith of a Converted ATHEIST. 59 
are at the Lure of the Devil; that he who is in Bonds himſelf 
commands the Fetters of the Dead, and dwelling in the bot- 
tomleſs Pit, can call the Bleſſed from Abraham's Boſom. 54. 
muel's Apparition to Saul was only a Deluſion, which a Con- 
citation of Humours produces in a conceired, or rather deceived 
Fancy, in making ir believe it ſees a Body that is not real: Or 
in caſe it was really rhe departed Perſon, his appearing was then 
by Divine Permiſſion, that the King might be convinced of his 
Wickedneſs and Deſertion from God, by the ſame Prophet. 
The Devil has no power to diſturb the bleſſed Dead, nor raiſe 
them ro Life again, bur rhe Force of Divine Power can do it; 
as witneſs Lazarus, to whom, even during his Sickneſs, Chriſt 
vouchſafed (a Title to which all Cæſʒuar's were bur Trifles) the 
Style of Friend, yet was itted not only to lie a dying, but 
to die, his Reſcue being deferr'd till it was thought impoſſible; 


a 


1 


as it was ſo indeed to any leſs Power than Omnipotence. As 
for thoſe lirtle 3 calPd Fairies, I cannot tell whar ro 
t 


make of them; if there be any ſuch diminutiveSubſtances Ethe- 
rial, my Reaſon induces me to believe them to be no other than 
thoſe departed Souls, whoſe Incredulity not hearkening to out 
Saviour, when he deſcended into the Bowels of the Earth, to 
preach to the Spirits there in Priſon, they were doom d to re- 


ſide in their Terreſtrial Manfions, till a plenary Judgment pu- 
niſhes their Unbelief. The canonical Story of the Wirch of 


Endor forces me to a Belief of ſuch miſchievous Exiſtences; 
but that they can transform, or make a Metamorphoſis of them- 


ſelves into Beaſts, my Faith therein is 2 becauſe the 
; 


Body of a Beaſt is not capable of a Human nor can the 


Soul of Man animate a Beaſt's Body, there being no Relation 


between the Matter and Form; nor is there any Diſpoſition, 
Appetite, or Aptitude in that Matter to receive ſuch a Form: 
Therefore when they are ſaid to be ſeen in 3 of Cats, 
Dogs, or other Creatures, it is only a Deluſion of Satan, who 


can delude us by ſaddenly removing one Object from the Bye, 


and ſubſtituting inſtead thereof another, by working on the | 


_ outward ſenſitive Organ, either by altering the Situation there» 


of, or by diſturbing the viſive Faculties, or elſe by caſting a 


Miſt before the Sight. Nevertheleſs, I muſt grant a Conceſ- 


fion to his Power (through God's Permiſſion) of raiſing by the 

help of natural Cauſes great Tempeſts, and Hurricanes, and 

diſcharging from the ines of Heaven the aſtoniſhing . 

Meteors of Thunder and Lightning; but yet not in ſuch ſuper- 

natural Peals which affrighted the amazed Ir aelites, when they, 

ſezch d down their Law from 2 Mount, 
. | 2 
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Unſufferable in a Cbriſtian Country are Aſtrologers, who 
B to be of the ſecret Divan with the Stars, have not 

en alſo wanting in their Deceptions; and having won the 
Belief of the Vulgar unto Principles whereof they make great 
doubt themſelves, have made them believe that arbitrary E- 


vents below have neceſſary Cauſes above; whereupon their 


Creduliries affent unto any Prognoſtications, and daily ſwallow 
the Predictions of Men, which, befides the Independency of 
their Cauſes, and Conringency in their Events. are only in the 
Preſcience of God. It is beyond the Art af Aſtrology exactly 
to calculate the Nativities of Men, in running through the La- 
byrinrh of the various Viciſſitudes and Mutations that may 
attend them from the Womb to the Grave; or to tell the 
Deſtruction of Empires, caſt up the Lives of Kingdoms, or fore- 
tell the Subverſion of States; neither can its Students truly 
foreſee the Variety of the Weather in each Seaſon, though they 
pretend to it as perfectly as if they had the Book of Fate, and 
Ephemerides of God in their own Hands. e 

No ſooner had the Devil ſubdu'd the Innocency of our firſt 
Parents, but the unhappy Conqueſt was the Introduction of 
Sin, which is the Father of Death, the Fatalities of whoſe ſharp 
Sting the World hath but too ſenſibly felt ſince the firſt Sacri- 
fice offer d to his Crimſon Throne. Their Lapſe too ſoon 
tranſlated the immortal State of their Progeny, like to be, into 
the diſmal Maze of Mortality; and though the Patriarchs ge- 
nerally reach'd ſo many Years, which ſeem'd to our-live all 


the Terms of Conſanguinity, and ſo became Strangers to their 


own Poſterity, yet none ever arriv'd to the Age of a thouſand 


Tears, which ro God are no more than one Moment, for all 


Parts of Time are alike to him, unto whom none are referable; 
and all Things preſent, unto whom nothing is paſt, or to come. 
But now how are our Days ſhorten d, ſince the Zone of Time 
(which, like Fire, deſtroys whatever it preys on) meaſures our 
Lives with a great deal leſſer Circumference ? If we reach Se- 
venty, it is counted a great Age; and if we ſurvive longer, 
our Days are full of Sorrow and Woe.” That all Men muſt 
die, ſooner or later, is a general Rule without Exception, ex- 
cepting the Perſons of Enoch and Elijah, who having ceas d o 


converſe with Mortals, dy d not; bur the firſt having liv'd as 


many Lears as the Year contains Days, God vouchſafed him 


and the other an une xampled Exemption from Death, by ſne u- 


ing them a new and nearer Cut to Heaven, without 2 A 
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> can now behold the Death of very near Friends without ven- 
C ting the Paſſion of exceſſive Grief. Now the Child j dead, 
e wherefore ( (aid the royal Prophet) ſhould I weep? Alas 
t when our Change comes, which makes us ceaſe from bein 


Men, we begin then to be as Angels. Cato would die becauſe 
the Commonwealth declin'd ; Nerva, becauſe the Laws were 
not kept; Silvianus, becauſe he would not live at the: Mercy 
of his Enemy; Lucretia, to cover a Diſhonour ; why then 
ſhould I be dar'd by thoſe Heathens, when I know a much 
ſarer and better Way ro immortal Life > In this Bochim, or 
Valley of Tears, we are all Benonzes;rhe Sons of Sorrow. The 
Way to Heaven is by weeping- croſs; nay, the very Calendar 
tells us, we come not to Aſcenſion- Day till Paſſion-FVeek: is 
paſt. As Gd hath been pleaſed to derive me from good and 
religious Parents, from whom I receiv'd the Advantages of a 
liberal Education, I am ſenſible the only way to be happy, is 
by living a good Life, in order to make a good Preparauve for 
Death; which (as one truly told Adrian) is an eternal Sleep, 
the rich Man's Fear, the poor Man's Wiſh, an inevitable E. 
vent, the Flight of Life, and Diſſolution of all. I know nor 
whether ir be the Horror or the Pain that doth in Death af- 
fright us; or whether it is the Doubt and Fear of what ſhall 
become of us hereafter, makes moſt Men afraid to die; I will 
not preſume to determine; bur ler it be which it will, Fll 
firively affirm, it argues great Cowardice to fear that, without 
which we cannot be accounted happy. How bravely did the 
Philoſopher appear, when he told rhe Athenians, they could do 
nothing but what Nature had ordain'd before them? How 
undauntedly did he take his Poy ſon, as if he had been drinking 
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F Glory to the Deiry ? If we would not have the King of Ter- 

e. rors ſeem terrible to us, we ihould daily expect his Arreſt; 

ne therefore I endeavour to improve the Time I have to ſtay here 

ur to the beſt Advantage ; for this Companion of Death keeps his 

e- conſtant Pace, and flies as faſt in Idleneſs, as in Employment. | 

r, Whether we play or labour, ſing or dance, ſleep or ſtudy, the | 

ſt Sun poſts, and the Sand runs. There is an appointed Time + 

x- for all Men to die, beyond the Verge of which it is impoſſible 

ro to exceed a Moment; the irreverſible Decrees of Fate will not | 

As permit Life to remain the twinkling of an Eye longer; ne- 

m vertheleſs, ſome Men do not live out half their limited Time, i 

v as ſhortning their Days by exceſſive Inebriations, venereous 
| Ats with variety of Women, breaking ſuch Laws which o- | 

1 bliges Juſtice to unſhcath her Sword without any diſpenſing 


e 
, 4 PN 
a * 


3 die no more. 


62  REL1G10 L1iBERTINI: Or, | 


v_— the che 1 — 


Mercy, and 

both to God and Man. Death is welcome to me, come when 

ir pleaſe ; therefore, if I obſerve purging or bleeding, Spring 

and Fall, . decline all 8 or * of Phyſick when 
aroth rages in our Climate, it is not ſo much to prolon 

142 2 to —.— rhoſe Fatalities proceeding from Diſeaſe 2 

which may make one linger out a Lit i in great Miſery and 


Pain. So little do I defire Longirude in the Vanities of this 
World, that ſhould I ger beyond the Climacterical Year, fo 


much fatal to many great and learned Men, yet ſhould J not, 
with the Roman Emperor, eſteem it, with great Joy, a Favour 


—.—— I never hear a Bell toll but ir puts me 


and diverts my Thoughts with an utter 
—— the fugitable Toys of Life. Was J old, it would 


— — in Remembrance, that when the Marks 
urney unto Death cannot be long; bur 


of Age appear, the 


as it is, Jam willing to ſing Nunc dimittis, and to be launching 


into the Gulph of Eternity, becauſe dying well, is not only a 
from ones Labour, but an entrance into a future by - 


where there is undiſturbed Reft for evermore. 
When a Man is gone out of the Land of rhe Living, and i is 


here no more ſeen, he ſhall nor lie for ever in the Grave. I 


am ſure, that aſter Worms and Corruption have deftroy'd this 


great Aſſizes, the general Venite is proclaim'd, all the Sons of 


Adam will ariſe from the Grave to eternal Life: So ſhrink net, 
incredulous Nature, at the Poſſibility of a Refurrection,when 
the God of Nature himſelf undertakes ir. As for Women, 
the firſt of whom emerg d her Poſterity in the Waters of 


Calamities (and therefore the Aft rologer: have done well in 
z the Houſe of them next ro thar of Death) I will nor 
with a certain Schoolman diſpute whether they ſhall rife at the 


ſeem, yet will. it prove an undeniable Truth, that they 


Ven to Martyrs, Confeſſors, and other Suf- 


Apoſtles, 
ferers for God's Cauſe; which our blefſed Lord has promis'd, 
and which in this Life they could not receive. This was rhe 
royal Pfa/m;#'s Comfort, he hoped to ſee the Goodnels of the 


Lord, in the Land of rhe Living, * For rhe Earth of the Living, 


taking ſeveral other irregular Courſes, — 
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Body, 1 ſhall ariſe again, and ſee God inthe Fleſh. When the 


laſt Day in the ſame Sex; the Query, how paradoxical foever 
mi may 
ſhall have a Refurrection from the Dead as well as Men. All 
the dead in Cbriſt (who are firſt to riſe) ſhall live again; and 
at the Reſurrection ſhall be rhoſe diſtinguiſhing: Rewards gi- 
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Earth of the dying; bur thoſe who attain to that Reſurrection 
ſhall not, cannot die any more. When the Diveſture of Mors 
tality diſpenſes Man from all thoſe laborious Duties, Which 
were here requiſite ro be perform'd, their glorify'd Bodiesbei 

united again to their Souls, ſhall then imploy (I'll ſay, not theie 


Time, bur) their Eternity it ſelf, in converſing with God, and 


following the Lamb whitherſoever he goes. The Doctrine of 


the Reſurrection is grounded upon an infallible Truth, whick 
is of ſach a diffuſed Nature, and whoſe Empire is fo large, chat 


it hath Place within the Walls of Hell, and the Devils them- 
| ſelves are daily forced to an it; nor only as being true 
themſelves in a metaphyſical Verity, that is, as having their 


Eſſence conformable to that of their Maker, but making uſe of 
moral and logical Verities, that is, whether in the Conformirỹx 


of Words unto Things, or Things unto their on 
ons, they practiſe Truth in common among themſelves. 
altho without Speech they intuitively conceive each other 


Jer 
do their Apprehenſions proceed through Realities, and theß 


conceive each other dy Species, which carry the true and 
per Notions of Things conceiv d. And ſo alſo in moral Veri- 
ries, althoꝰ they deceive us, they lie nor unto each other; as 


well underſtanding that all Community is continued by Truth, 


and that of Hell cannot conſiſt without it. 
They think unlearnedly, who imagine the M 


orraliry of rhe 
Soul, which cannot die; and it ſounds as ill to the Ear of Rea- 
ſon, for any to go about to define what it is. The Narare 
and Quality of this immortal Ens defies an abſolute Determi- 


nation of its Subſtance; wherefore (as I told the right reverend 


Doctor Moulton Biſhop of Kildare, in an Argument on this 
Subject) Let the indubitable Knowledge of the laſt Day reſoboe- 
the Matter. The Opinions of the Learned are various con- 


cerning it, and ſome of them as abſurd as the Merempſychoſis, 


or Tranſmigration of that immortal Being from one Body 
another; therefore I adhere as little ro their Suppofirions, 


as much as I dereft their Impiety, who would advance the O- 


pinion of total Death, and ftagger the Immortality of that Part 
of us which ever was, and will be, a meer Stranger to the 
Force of Fate. The true Definition of it is as ble to 
be given, as it is to ſeparate the Accidents of Colour and Taſte 
from the Species of Bread and Wine; and as hard a Lask i 
it to know the Infuſion thereof into Man, whether by Tradu- 
ction or otherwiſe: But being ſure that I have a Soul, it ſuall 
be my peculiar Care how to fave it. Not only hath a . 
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born with all the Formoſity as Nature can allow human Kind, 


2à Soul, but even Vonſtroſities, which the Practiſe of Chriſtian; 


hath acknowledg'd, who have bapriz'd geminous Births, and 
double Connaſcencies with ſeveral Names; as conceiving a 
Diſtinction in Souls, upon the divided Execution of their Fun- 


ctions; that is, while one wept, the other laugh'd; while one 


was ſilent, the orher ſpoke ; while one was awake, the other 


ſo does it return again to him that gave it. When we depart 


this Life, it undeniably takes its Flight ro thoſe peaceful Re- 
| gions, where it hath an Aſſurance of entering into that endleſs 
liſs, 


where God ſhall be the ſummum bonum to all Perpetuity. 


'1 muſt own, the Soul that ſeparates from a Body throughly in- 


fected with the filthy Contagion of Sin, does not receive its 
plenary Puniſhment till the laſt Day ; but till then the Con- 
ſcience being tortur d with thinking on the Plagues that will 
be hereafrer inflicted, it wanders about in a moſt horrible 


Deſpair through the Principality of the Air, which is not only, | 


under the Command of Satan, bur alſo the deep Receptacles 
in the Ocean, and ſubterraneous Places of this terreſtrial Frame; 
as he told the Almighty, when he implor'd to afflict the Man 
of Uz. As the Love God bears us, dies not with us, nor doth 
(as Mens Affections) either endure a Funeral in our Tombs, or 


ſutvive only in an uſeleſs Grief, or an Eſteem as boorleſs, I 


will be ſo indulgent ro my Soul, as ro make what Defence I 


can againſt the Frailty of the Fleſh, whereby it may not be ex- 
cluded from the Converſation of Saints and Angels, and that 


infinitely more glorious Deity that made them what they are, 
without at all impoverithing himſelf : There will ir enjoy its 
Maker, GOD, and ſce him as he is, who hall be all in all: 
comprizing all the Goods we value in the. Creatures, as e- 
minently and fully, as the Sun doth the Light that rwinkles in 


the Stars. There will che pious Soulrevelin an Ocean of Fe- 


liciry, which is ſo ſhoreleſs and bottomleſs, that all the Saints 
and Angels cannot exhauſt it; ir being as impoſſible for any 


Aggregate of Finires,ro comprehend or exhauſt one Infinite, as 


tis for the greateſt Number of Marhemarical Points to amount 


to, or conſtitute a Body. "oY 
 - How odious Sin appears in the Sight of Virtue is obvious 
enough, by the Averſion which God has not only now againſt 


ir, but alſo in the very Infancy of the World, when it urg'd 


; our Maker to repent that he had made Man ; and ro alleviate. 


bis Grief, deftroy'd all Mankind, to eight Perſons, with an 
£% i | 5 uni- 
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As the Soul was originally breath'd into us by God, 
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_ ouly affords rather Place than Principles of 


univerſal Deluge. In this Inundarion rational Creatures did 


not only perith, but alt ſenficive Creatures, excepting two of 


a fort, upon Earth: Arid in this. general Deſtruction I be- 


lieve the very Fiſh, only preferving two of each Kind ta en- 
creaſe and multiply a ain, ſuffer d Emerſion in their own Ele- 


ment, to make the Judgment more compleat. This is my 
inion, though the right reverend Doctor 2 Biſhop 
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of Londen; roſd me he could not aſſent to ir. But farther- 


more, how abominable is Sin to a God of Purity, when by 
the my ſterious Means of a hypoſtarical Union he muſt re- 


ſtore our loſt Stare? The great Philanthiopos was moſt gra- 


ciouſly pleas'd to condeſcend to permit rhe ſecond Perſon in 
the Trinity to mix humane Nature with his divine Eſſence 
for our Redemption. The Mzſfah, to pacifie his Father 


Wrath atid Indigniry, vouchſafed accordingly to deſcend upo 


Earth; for ſo invererare 'a Hatred of Sin had widen'd thi 


Diftance betwixt God and Man, that it Iondly declar'd the 
latter's Diſabiliry of finding out by his owti Wiſdom any EX. 


edienr of Re- union. The great Th#anthropos was willing to 


an Expiation for our Sins, and thereupon abhorr d not 


Marys Womb, which confutes the Opinion of Ariſtorle, that 
holds the Feminine Sex hath nor generarive Emiſſion, hut 


which is an Aphoriſm chat diſparages the Fruit of the irgio, 
and fruſtrates the fundamental Prophecy; nor can the Seed 


of the Woman then break rhe Head of the r. Bur 
when our Saviour was come into this wretched World, _ 


began ro exerciſe his Miniſterial Office, how was he required 
for his exceeding Kindneſs ? He was deſpicable in che Eyes 
of moſt, and hated by the generality of rhe unbelieving en- 
although of all rhe numerous Miracles recorded in the Evan- 
gelical Stories he ſcarce did any for his own private Relief. 


J read not (which is higlily obſervable) in the whole Goſpel 


that ever he rejoyc'd but once, and that was, when his re- 
turn d Diſciples inform'd him, that they had victoriouſly cha- 
ſed Devils and Diſeaſes out of eſſed Morrals ; and that 
by his Authority Men had been diſpoſſeſs d of both the Temp- 


temporaties with Virtues, as well atreſting what he was as 


Prophecies or Miracles could do; and to reach Man ho- 


much he valu'd him above thoſe Creatures that Man makes 


his Idols, he often alter d and ſuſpended the Courſe of Na- 


ture, for Man's Inſtruckion, * Relief, and reper f t 
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ter and Puniſhment of Sin. He convers'd' among his Con- | 
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Laws eſtabliſt'd in the Univerſe, io engage Men to obey 
thoſe of God, by doing Miracles ſo numerous and great, that 
the Fews Unbelief may be almoſt counted one. Yer were 
thoſe Wonders wrought for a Generation that aſcrib'd them 
to the Devil, and return'd them with ſo unexemplified an 
Ingratitude, that tis not the leaſt of his Wonders, that he 
would vouchſafe to work any of them for ſuch blaſphemous 
Wretches, hO were indeed, and may be truly ſtyl d Chometz 
ben ya-yin, Vinegar the Child of Wine, a moſt degenerate 
Off- ſpring of holy Progenirors. Alas! when Chriſt vouch- 
fafed to live with Men upon Earth, to fir them by his Merits 
and Example to live with him in Heaven, he did fo admira- 
bly mix au awful Majefty wich an humble Meekneſs, and the 


aſſum'd Infirmities of his humane Nature with the ſeaſonable 


Coruſcations of his divine, and expreſs d in his whole Life 


ſo 45 7 and exemplary 4 Virrue, and yer ſo much ſweet- 
neis r 


and gentleneſs towards thoſe Aſpirers to it that were the 
moſt ſhort of ir, that che ew. themſelves could ſay, He had 
done al Things well. And his very Enemies that were employ'd 
to apprehend him as a Malefactor, confeſsd even to thoſe that 


ſenr chem to do ſo, That never Man fpake like him. His ex- 
emplary Life makes. me believe him to be the Son of God; 


and I admire. his Grief, when deſcending from the Mount of 
Olives, all the loud Acclamations of the glad Multitude that 
fang Hoſanna's to him, and ſtrew'd his Way with their Palms, 
their Veſtments, and their Praiſes, could nor divert him from 
deploring, even with Tears, the approaching Fate of Feruſa- 
lem; and expreſſing in the midſt of his Triumphs a Concern 
for the very worſt and ſtubborneſt of his Enemies. Bur then 
again, with the greateſt Admiration do I contemplate on the 
greateſt Example of Lenity in our Saviour as could be ſhew'd, 
when he defir'd of God Forgiveneſs unto choſe, who having 
one Day brought him into the City in Triumph, did preſent- 
ly after act all Diſhonour upon him, and nothing could be 


1 


heard but Cruciſige in their Courts. A Meditation on his Death 


makes me reflect on that Fewiſp Perfidiouſneſs with Horror, 
which durſt attempt to impeach the Son of Righteouſneſs 
upon the Fallacy of Petitio principii, wherein a Queſtion is 
cnly made a Medium, or elſe a Medium is aſſum'd as gran- 


ted: For when they accuſed our Saviour unto Pilate, who 

demanding a reaſonable Impeachment, or the Allegation of 
ſome Crime worthy of Condemnation; they only reply'd, I 
he had net been worthy f Death, we would not have brought 1 m 
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be fore thee: Wherein there was neither Accuſation of the Per- 
| ſon, nor Satisfaction of the Judge, who well underſtood a bare 
| Accuſation was no Preſumption of Guilt, and the Clamouts 
of the People no Accuſation at all. However, cur bleſſed Sa- 
| viour, altho* he was falſly accuſed, and had done ſuch great 
Things to ſatisfie the unbelieving and contumacious ems of 


: his being their promis d Meſſiab, would nor decline Death to 
5 convince them; and tho he had not ſeldom done ſo much to 


make himſelf rhe Object of rheir Faith, would nor be invited. 
: from rhe Croſs, tho' the chief Prieſts and Scribes themſelves 
ö ſaid at his Crucifixion, Let him now come down from the Croſs, 
and we will believe him. I ſhall not diſpute whether or no God x 
could, without violating his Juſtice, have deviſed any otheg 
Courſe for the Expiation of Sin, than the Paſſion and Death 
of Chri#, at which terrible ſight Nature ſhrunk, the Earth ſuf- 
fer d Convulſions, and the Sun ſhrouded himſelf with univerſal 
Darkneſs, as aſham'd of the Deed ; however, I may ſafely think, 
that he has choſen the moſt ob] 'ging and moſt endearing Way, 
diſplaying in this Divine manner of reſcuing us, the ſevereſt 
: Juice, and higtieft Mercy ; the greateſt Hatred of Sin, and. 
the greateſt Love to Sinners: Since by thoſe unequal'd and 
unvaluable Sufferings, to which he deliver'd up for us that Son, 
who is ſo near unto him, that he truly ſaid, I and the Father 
are one. 5 | | 
As at the Effuſion of Chriſt's Blood, not only the hard Hearts- 
of his Enemies relented, bur rhe ſtony Rocks and Veil of the 
Temple was ſhatrer'd, who would not eſche Sin, which could 
not be forgiven for any leſs Sacrifice than the Blood of the Son 
of God ? Alas! our Offences may derogate from God's acceſ- 
ſional Glory, bur not from his eſſential Felicity; or rather the 
moſt deſperare Sinners, by their greateſt Crimes, can but Fhangs 
the Attribute they ſhould bring Honour ro, and bur oppoſe the 
glorifying of his Goodneſs, to occaſion the glorifying of his Ju- 
ſtice, ſince he will be infallibly glorified, ſoon or late, either by 
Men's Actions or their Sufferings; by their Practice of Duties, 
or Puniſhment for Sin. I know the Wages of Sin is Death; and 
alas! whar yarious Scenes of Miſery hath Sin introduc'd ro 
bring us to the Grave ? To ſee the Galleys, what Caprives are. 
there chain'd ro tug at the Oars, and tho' expos'd to all the 
| miſerable Hardſhips of a tempeſtuous Sea, have oftentimes 
Cauſe given them by their barbarous Uſage aſhore, ro fear the 
Ocean leſs than any Part, fave Death. Draw the Curtains of 
fick and dying Men, there may one "I: them pine and lan- 
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guiſh away by Diſtempers, that deprive them of all the Joys, 
Advantages, and (whar is more confiderable) Uſes of Life, be- 
fore they caſe them of Life it ſelf, Others breath rather than 

tive, perpetually tormented either with their Diſeaſes, or pro- 

wact 2 wretched Life, upon Terms that turn it intoa Trouble. 
And others ſtrugling with the rude Pangs of Death, are yet 
2 leſs rormented by them, than by the {ad Proſpect of 
 rheir former Life, and the Remembrance of thoſe criminal 
* Bleafures, which yet it perhaps leſs troubles them hat they muſt 
now forgoe, than that they once enjoy d them. How diſmal 
is it in Hoſpitals | where one may ſee the various Shapes of hu- 
man Miſery, as many Souls narrowly lodged (if I may io ſpeak) 
in ſynecdochical Bodies, mouldering away to Duſt in cheir 
earthen Cottages; for there miſerable Perſons by the loſs of one 
Limb after another, ſurvive but part of themſelves, aud live 
rd ſee themſelves dead and buried by piecemeal. And again, 
when I behold all che ſeveral Companies of Mourners, that al- 
moſt make up Mankind, and view thoſe copiqus Showers of 
Tears which almoſt every where water (not to ſay overflow) 
this Vale of Miſeries, I am apt, to che great Deluſion of Faith, 

to think almoſt that God's Privative (if I may fo ſpeak without 
attempting to entertain any heterodox Opinion) may contend 
with his poſitive Favours; and that owe little leſs for what 
I am not, than for what I am, to that diſcriminating Mercy of 
his, to which alone I owe my Exemption from Miſeries; 
as great as the Bleſſing it confers on me: For, who maketh thee 
to differ? is a Queſtion that may be as well ask'd in reference 
ro our external, as to our ſpiritual Condirion. However, a 
more ſerious Meditation on this Matter invites me to think I 
| am yer more engag'd to God's Love, for protecting me from 
thoſe groſs Vices chat disfigure moſt Men's Minds, than from 
thoſe ſeſs dangerous, rho' more reſented Diſeaſes, that may (if 
God pleaſes) diſtemper my Body. For Ambition, Luft, Mur- 
Lt which are enormous in, 
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Sades of ir. Thus when I ce a render Mother apply a painful 
Bliſter co rhe Neck of her Favourite-Infanr, threaraed by ſome 


dangerons Malady, I ſcruple not to conclude, that the think 


the Trouble thereof an Evil inferiour to whar it is like to un- 
dergo for want of that Remedy: So when I ſee our heavenly. 
Father {end Infzrmities and Croſſes to reſcue thoſe he loves from 
the Contagion or Dominion of Sin, I conclude, and ſaſely too, 
he thinks Affliction a leſs Evil than Guilr, Gace he is 200 wile 


and indulgent a Phyſician to cure with a Remedy worſe than 
the Diſeaſe. The Love which God bears us dies not with us, 
nor doth, as Mens Aﬀections, either endure a Funeral in our 


Tombs, or ſurvive; only in an uſeleſs Grief, or an Eſteem as 


boorleſs. No, God's Love is ſo far from reſembling the uſual 


ſort of Friends (who, wheu they have accompanied us to the 
Grave, do there leave us) that like the Angels chat carried La-. 
zaris's Soul to Abraham's Bolom, its Officiouſneſs begins then 


to the beloved Soul when ſhe forſakes the Body, giving each 
bleſſed Saint cauſe to ſay of God, what Naomi did of Boaz, 


chat he bath not left off bu Kindneſd to the Living; and to the. 


Dead. Bur of all the Sins for Which God doth not only punim 


us in this World. by various Afflictions, in hopes of Amend - 
ment, but if obſtinate alſo excludes Mankind from eternal Bliſs, 
grant I may always keep my guard againſt Preſumption, where»! 
by too many perſuade themſelves, that God is ſo merciful that 

he will not damn a Man for finning, which is an immoderate 


Fancy which deſtroys the Juſtice of God, when the Scriprure 


plainly proves his Mercy will not forgive Offenders that conti- 
nue in their Tranſgreiſions ; nor his Benigniry co- operate io 


their Conve. 12h i EP 
Neither is Preſumption only a Sin againſt the Paraclite 
which will not be forgiven, but Deſpair alſo, which by a De- 
collation of all Hope annihilates the Mercy of God. ' Herein. 
Cain overthrew that glorious Attribute of his Maker, as con- 
ceiving the Sin of his Murder 
ſoever, is not above the Repentance of Man, but therefore 


whether he repented or no, it is my charitable Temper to 


poſe his bloody Crime was expiated in that Puniſhment . 


ſuffer d temporally for it; for aſſuredly, if his Deſpair (which 
fatal Infirmiry drives ſore Men beyond 


there was Puniſhment enough in Life, and Juftice 
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moſt to appear, when our dark Eyes are clos'd, and is then trueſt 
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neſs better than the Sacrifices of the Dregs of old-Age. 
Man need ro doubt his Salvation, who ſincerely relents his De- 
ſertion from under the Almighty's Banner, unleſs he is prede- 
ſtinated, as Pharoah and Fudæ of old, rhe firſt of whom could 
no more avoid his Fate of Emerſion in the Erythrean Sea, than 


eee eee eee violent Hands on him- 


equals the e of Dearh, 1 who in inceſſant Inquierudes 
but act the Life of the Damn'd, and anticipate the Deſolarions 


of Hell. *Tis indeed a Sin in Man, bur a Puniſhmenr only in 
the Devils, who offend not God, bur afflict themſelves, in the 


Deſpair of his Mercies. And as to be without all 
is the Affliction of the Damn'd, ſo is it the Happineſs of 
the Blefled, who, having their ExpeRtations preſent, are not 
diſtracted wich Futurities. 

. The Hope of God's Mercy gives great Solace and Conten 
to my Soul, and incites me to perform good Works, whereby 


I may receive a Heavenly Reward — But my Expecta- 


tion of Heaven I do not ground on any mercinary or illegal 
Sentiments; for indeed, to hope for Heaven as Wages for Work 
perform d, or by way of Merit, which in the proper and trick: 


acceptation of that Term is really a Preſumption; wherefore/ 


it is my happy Frame of Mind to be able to love God purely 
for himſelf, without any Glance ar all ar my own Advantage. 
To my good Works (without which too I cannot obtain 
Life) is as incongruous to Senſe, as it is in vain to wiſn 
I might 
ing into Sin; Wherefore I make a total reſignation of my Hope 


in che Mering and Intereeſſion of my bleſſedSaviour, as the only 
Way of eee my Soul with what it _—_ in the Life 


COON.” 


In my more juvenile fas; what with my own eden 45 
to embrace Vice, and what wich the Allurements of other 


young Gentlemen, who were generally pleas d ro think them 
innocent Diverſions, I muſt acknowledge my ſelf ro have been 


the worſt of Sinners ; bur had I been worſe than I was, yet 
may I claim Abſolution u n true Repentance; for the Tears 


of a broken and contrite Heart will waft an afflicted Soul in- 


to the Haven of true Conſolation again. I know God is ſo 


as to forgive a Penitent at the very Brink of the Grave: 


One of the Malefactors that died with Chriſt, found Mercy 
at the ſurrender of his laft Gaſp; however, I wall not make 


chat unpareilel'd Example a Precedent for Death- Bed epen- 
tance, becauſe I am ſure he loves the Oblations of Y 


felf 


be cftabliihed as the Angels are, from Danger of fal- 
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ö ſelf, after he had moſt impiouſly betray d his Lord and Ma- 
ö ſter, whereby he ſinn' d beyond Aggravation, and committed 
* one Villany which cannot be exaſperated by all other z beſides 
. being charged with the Murder of his reputed Brother, Parri- 
| cide of his Father, and Inceſt with his own Mother. Where 
Predeftination is doom'd, there is no reverſing the Decree ;and - 
tho I now do hope the Mercies of God will conſider our de- 
generated Integrities unto fome minoration of our Offences, 
yet can I not think the Sincerity of our firſt Parents had fo co- 


lourable Expectations, unto whom his Commandment was bum 
ſingle, and 157 Integrities beſt able to reſiſt the Motions of its 
Tranſgreſſion; wherefore the Heinouſneſs of their Offence, 
incites me to call in queſtion their Salvation, but with that Mo- 
deſty, as not to diſpute the eternal Puniſhment of our Maker. 
But if there is any Way of making my Election ſure, it in 
be by Fagan Heaven at the rate of renouncing for it all theſe 
unmanly Senſualities, and trifling Vanities, for which -inconfi- 
derate Mortals are wont to forfeit the Intereſt their Saviour ſo 
dearly bought for teem ... of 
As Sin (tho? hidden in the moſt unfathomable Depch of 8e. 
crecy, ſtands ſo naked unto the Eye of the Almighey chat Man 
cannot deceive the Emblem of divine Juſtice, nor does there 
need any Argos to deſery his manifold Errors) is fo odious to 
our Maker, that he inflicted ſuch a Curſe on Ham, chat his 
whole Poſterity is of a ſable Hue to this Day, I look upon it 
as a Symbol of that Deformiry which lies in our Tranſgreſſion 3 
and thro” the diſmal Horror which a black Tincture repreſents, 
the Poets have well deſcribed Cerberus and the Furies of Hell 
under this Complexion. Since our Sins are ſo offenſive to God, 
the only way I ſhould take to blot them out, would be a con- 
ſtant Practice of charitable Deeds, for Charity covers a mul- 
titude of Crimes. I fear there is no ſuch Charity no ſhines. 
juſt as it did in the ſhort Meridian height of che Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; in that bleſſed ſpace of Time when all rhe Believers 
were of one Heart, and one Soul, and had al Things in com- 
mon; however, I do my Endeavour to imitate them as near as 
I can, and therefore account it much the ſafer Way, to rrult my 
Charity rather than my Luxury with the Bag; the former 
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"ME will bring in an even Reckoning in Heaven; the latter per- 
e- haps a jolly one in chę Tavern, but a very ſad one in Hell. 
d But where Intemperance bears the ſway, it puts a Barrier a-, 
my gainſt all charitable Inclinations; ſo, to avoid the Danger of. 
n- | {=knmanuy; I choole rather to be well in che Morning, than. 
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food Riltrhree Days in Cibeon; the other, hen thar glotious 
Planer ran back ten Degrees on the Piaf of Abaz, for the 
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drunk ores Wighe —— time had adde be free 

. the Sit, than picaſe my Companions with the Frofick, 
Of all the moſt Euren dias Miraeles recorded in 5 

my Cnet would have been ambitious of ſeeing tlioſe ſola ary 
ones, whett the Sun at the Command of the Hraelitiſn Hero 


krengthenipg zeige Faith, in God's Promiſe of his Cure; 


and char . lipſe of the Sun, which Eappen'd 40 hd 


of our Saviour on the Croſs and darken'd the whole 
Surface of the Univerſe, being ſupernatutab as falling out hen 
the Moon was in Oppeſition, or ar the Full; and therefore 
made the Abopagite ery out at Athens, where it was alſo vi- 
fible, Aut Deus nature patitur, aut machina Mimdi di ſſolvitur. 
Theſe mitaculous Natrations obtain my BelicF of them with- 
out any great difficulry, becauſe my' Faithſubmirs ro the Per 
of the Holy Ghoſe ; beſides, without Faith tis. impofſible for me 
ro be ſaved; T do not mean by that fort of Faith that has more 
to do with the Underftanding and Judgment than with the 


ch, rhar One may be enabled to d0 fuck or fuch 2 
gik Work; and which ſort of Faith the Diſciples of our 
Lord wanted, when they went about to cure the lunatick Child, 


and ebuld not do ir; but 1 mean an hifforical or orthodox” | 
Faith, which hath a Relation to Principles, and rHar is in or- 


der ro Sanckifeation; and which conſequently may be wrought 
up to 2 living Faith, a Faith working by Love, a Faith clean- 
ſing the Heart, a Faith overcoming the World, and ä 
ing che fiery Darts of Saran. 


Wichout this Faith (L fay) it is iw polfble to attain Heaven, 
where we mall not only ſee our elder Brother C Hriſt, but alſo all 


our Kindred; Friends, and Relations, that living here in his Fear, 


died in his Favour. For fince in the Parable of the miſerable 
Epicure, and the happy Beggar; the Father of the Faichful is 
repreſented as knowing not only the Ferſon and 3 Con- 
dition, but the paſt Story of Laxarus ſince rhe 
the Gentiles confidently-expedts his converted and pious Theſ- 


ſaloni ans to be his Crown'at that 2 Day, when the having 
turmd many ro-Righreouſneſs ſha 

| confer à Star-like 250 immortal Brightneſs ; (which is 

chiefly conſiderable) the Knowledgeof particular Actions, and 


the Serip we foretels, 


ly Perſons, ſeems requĩſite to the attainment of that 
en inthe Bay of Judgment, 6— 


on 


Will, and is a moſt ſtrong Belief : Aſſurance, a ſupernatu- 


nſtructor of 
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Friends in Heaven will aſſure us, rhat we {hall for ever live 


"The Faith . Cher A 1 HEIST. = 


on of his 


beſides divers others, are afforded us us by ſacred 


Arguments, 
Records, I may ſafely conclyde, that we ſhall know each o- 


efs 
(ar . 


tber in a Place, where, ſince ae 
can be wanting, we may well ſuppoſe 


gine here what we l chink there) chat we ſhall not want fo | 


a Satisfaction, as that of being knowingly h in our 


otherſelves, our Friends. Nor is what I have onl pro- 


bable, bur alſo it is not improbable, that thoſe Fri 

know us in Heaven, ſhall welcome us thither. For fince Chri# 
aſſures us, that rhe very Angels (cho they be ſo far from being 
related ro our Perſons, chat they are Foreigners to our very Na- 
F relenting Sinner that by 


to turn towards God, I cannat think ir ab- 


1 where Charity hariry ſhall not only continue ut 


to turn towards God, but come to him. Nor do 
un it unlikely, that our tranſported Souls ſhall —_—- 
congratulate each other, they having now fully eſcap'd the nu- 
merbus Rocks, and Shelves, and Quickſands, and rhreatning 


IT: perfect, our dear Friends ſhould re 2 ſee us, not u- 


Storms, and no leſs dangerous Calms, thro! which they are & 


length arriv'd at that peaceful Haven, where Innocence and 


Delight (which are here ſo ſeldom match'd) are inſeparable 


Companions, both of each other and each bleſſed 
With thoſe Friends we here lamented, we ſhall chere rej ce, 
And 'twill be but needful, that the Diſcovery of each 


Virtues ſhould bring 
ſons; for otherwiſe, we ſhall be ſo chang d, that we ſhould ne- 


ver know our Friends; and ould farce Mow AS 


a part of that 


not an eminent Encreaſe of Know 
2 at our laſt $ 


Change : For thoſe departed Frien 
tion, we ſaw disfigur'd by all the ghaſtly Horrors of 


N chen ſee aſſiſting about the majeſtick Throne of Chr 7 5 


with their once vile Bodies See into the Likeneſs of 

2lorious Body, mingling their glad Acclamations wich the Halle- 
Iujahs of Thrones, n and Powers, and all the moſt 
dignify'd Favourites of t eſtial Court. The ſeeing of our 


with them there, the Re- union of Friends being chere as 
vileg d from Divorce, as that of Soul and Body, which ra 
will be more ſtrick and ſatisfactory : For, here indeed, if dur 


Friends do nor allay our Love or Affection by unwelcome A 


Rions, or cheir conragious Suffer ings, we commonly dog 
* — dan nk ey Sad ro 41 


punitive and remanerative Juſtice ; Pro” = oi 


us to a mutual Knowledge of our Per- 
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774 RETIICGIO LISEXTIRNI: Or, 
eeatly of chem, and ſnatch our Idols and his Rivals from us. But 
there our compleated Graces on both ſides will not only deſerve, 
but allow a higher ftraio of Friendſhip. The near Contemplation 
and Fruition of the infinitely tranſcendent Perſections of the Crea- ff 
tor keeping all our Kindneſs to the Creatures, not only ſubordi- 
nate to the Love e owe to God, but grounded on it; as excited 
Needles, when they ftick fafteft to each other, owe their Union 
to their having both been touch'd by the Leadftone; to which 
they bave therefore both of them ſtronger Inclinations than ei- 
ther to the other. There we ſhall ſatisfactorily underftand thoſe 
deep and obſcure Myfteries of Religion, which the profoundeft 
Clerks that love not to flatter themſelves acknowledge they are 
unable fully to e nor never will, ſince here is no infal- 
lible Arbitrator of Chriftian Controverſies upon Earth. And 
ſince what the Scriptures have reveal d of Paradiſe, ſeems meant 
rather to quicken our Obedience than ſatisſie our Curioſity, I 
may for thoſe Purpoſes have perhaps tolerably perform'd that 
Task (of heavenly Topography, or Deſcription of the celeſtial 
Canaan) by the Acknowledgment of my Dilahility to do it wor- 
_ thily ; but I will not preſume to decribe it better, till in Heaven; 
then might I taſte Happineſs enough too, to enable me to recti- 
ie the true Definition of it, e 
Was it my e e oyer-ſhoot the Land of Promiſe, 1 
ſhould curſe Eve's Seduction for the wretched Fate; and as it is 
for putting Mankind to this extraordinary Trouble of obtainin; 
Salvation, when it was in her Power to allow him Free-will to it 
when he pleas'd, I have ſome ſort of Antipathy againſt her Fe. 
male Pofterity, but yet ſo much Compaſſion for them too; as not 

| for the Fault of one particular Woman to include a general Re- 

venge on the whole Sex. As I came of one, endued with all ex- 

i cellent Virtues, I had ſome Veneration for the fair Ones, but not 
to that degree as to die for Love, neither can I believe there be 
any ſuch Fools; for tho? I find rifeenough in Tragedians ſtrange 
Stories of ſtabbing and-poyſoning for that foolifh Paſſion, yet have 
I had the Curioſity to viſit ſome of thoſe warmer Regions, where 
the Flames of Love are thought to burn with more Violence than 
in theſe northern Climates, however (bating Duels and the Pox) 

I remember not to have obſerv'd Love to have ever been the 
Death ofany Man, unleſs (ſpeaking like Philoſophers, who make 
Reaſon the conſtituent Form of Men) we will affirm, that Love 
by dethroning Reaſon, though it leaves the Lover alive, yet doth 
kill the Man. Moreover, I am loth to put ſo bad a Compliment 
upon Mankind, as to ſay that Love is wont to deftroy their Lives, 
3 think it will be no Calumny to ſay, it much diſquiets them: 
'of the Repulſes, the Regrets, the Jealouſies, the Fears, the Ab- 
ſences, the Deſpairs, and the reſt of the afflicting Perturbations 
of Lovers, tho in well-writ Plays they are ſoon read over with. 
Dixerſion, yet they are not ſoon weather'd out, nor, ſo cafily ſup; 
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The Faith of a Converted ATHEIST. 7 


orted by the diſconſolate Lover, whoſe Infelicities cho they may 
bo perhaps ſo handſomly deplor'd as to delight the Reader, yet he- 
lieve me, tis a much happier Condition to be free from Mor- 
tunes, than to be able to complain eloquently of them; for theſe 
Incon veniences fluttering about Cupsd's Throne, 1 often atteſted 
againſt Wedlock, altho* the Perſon might be as handſom as 1 fan- 
d her, as conſtant as I could - wiſh her, and her Beauty and 
Friendibip too concurring, might always have the Advantage of 
making all new Faces my Rivals; but at the ſame time, though I 
would not contract my ſelf, yet I never did with any Reluctancy 


diſſuade others from it, as not daring to deny abſoluteſy a Condi- 


tion of Life, without which even Paradiſe and Innocence were not 
fufficient to compleat the Happineſs of the firſt Man. Lonce ap- 
prov'd a — Life beſt, as having no Curb to keep in the Reins 
of my Aﬀettions, which were often beſtow d npon Variety; ne- 
vertheleſs, my Amours were not ſo flaming as to fall in Love with 
a Statue, nor with the Egyptian Pollinctors to att Carnality with 
the dead, a Vitioſity as unnatural as Sodomy,that can embrace Cor- 
ruption, and make a Miſtreſs of the Grave; that could not refift 
the dead Provocations of Beauty, whoſe quick Invitemepts ſcarce 
excuſe Submiſſion. Surely, ifſuch Depravities there be yet alive, 
Deformity need not deſpair; nor will the eldeſt Hopes be ever ſu- 
perannuated, ſince Death hath Spurs, and Carcaſes have been 
colirted, Alſo, that it is good to uſe venereal Pleaſures ſome- 


times, is a common Plattery of Senſuality, ſu ing it ſelf phyſi⸗ 


cally upon the healthful Effects of the Act, if uſed moderate; 
but i I muft declare, that altho' ſometimes Effects ſucceed 
which 1 the Body, yet if they carry Miſchief or Peril 
unto the Soul, we are therein reftrainable by Divinity, which cir- 
cumſcribes Phyfick, and circumftantially determines the uſe there- 
of. From natural-Confiderations, Phyſick commends the uſe of 
Venery; and happily Inceft, Adultery, or Stupration may prove 
as phyſically advantageous as conjugal Capulation; which not- 
withftanding muſt not be drawn into Practice. And truly Effects, 
Conſequents or Events which we commend, ariſe ofcentimes fm 


Ways Which all condemn. © Thus from the Fact of Lot, we derive 


the Generation of Rutb, and bleſſed Nativity of our Saviour j which 
notwithſtanding did not extenuate the inceſtuous Doings of the 


Generator. But reflecting ſerionſly on the Folly of loving too ma- 


ny Women at once, I attempted to enter into a State of Matrimo- 
ny, but not out of any Diftaſte I took at any Bona Roba's Incivili- 
ty; for being always ſucceſsful in the Devoirs I paid to h, 1 
ty'd the nuptial Knot without making it the Refuge ofa defeated 
Paſſion: But when about to change my Condition, I did not (as 
too many) marry only for Money, knowing that ſuch are in dan- 
ger of committing Adultery after Marriage, ſeeing they never 


 marry'd the Woman, but her Portion: With me Virtue and Love, 
not Money and Parentage, made 2 the Queſtion 1 
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equal becauſe infinite) Diſtance from a Peri offs 


 _REeLrc1o LISERTINI: O, 
ask d, was not, What bas ſbe? but, What is ſbe ? For making Pru- 
dence and Religion the Guides of Love, is the only Way of be- 
coming both a good Husband, and a good Fatber. 

- Riches I do not gape after, nor would I paſs by them if they felt 
in my Way, becauſe it is ſaid, It is caſier for a Camel to go through 
the Eye of a Needle, than it is for a rich Man io enter into the Kings 
dom of Heaven; which Aſſertion has extorted from Expoſitors va- 


rious pretations, contrary to my Conjecture, which deems 
this Expreſſion to be only an Alluſion to a very trait Gate (not 


took notice of by Jaſephit) in Feruſalem, and thro* which Camels 
were wont to pals with: great * and thence it was called 


. the Camels 1 Was Las rich as Gaſu, it would not puff me 
2 


up with Pride, the Tt nal of Thales would ſtill be my Mot- 
to, and not as it was ſpoken by the Devil once, ſor if ever we meet 


with any wholſom Doctrine from Hell, or at any time the Devil 


| 22 practiſes Truth, it is upon Deſign, and a ſubtile Invers 


on of the Precept oſ God, to do Good that Evil may come of it; 


for maligning the Tranquility of Truth, I know be delights to 


trouble its Streams, and being a profeſied Enemy unto God (who 


is Truth ig ſelf) he will promote any Error as derogatory to his 


96 2s and revenges himſelf in every Deformity from Truths 
t for my not taking the aforeſeid ſcriptural Expreſſion in a li- 
teral Senſe, I would not be thought ſo imprudent as to endeavour 
to outwit an all-wiſe God, and to go about to put Fallacies upon 


him out of his own Word, by making even his moſt righteous Pre- | 


cepts the Topicks of my Diſobedience. 


Scorning to be link d to a Combination of Vices, I deſire my 


Soul might be ſo truly great and ca pacious, that nothing but an 


Heaven and 2 might ff it; that very Word Eternit 
itcner 


( Vhoſe Date hath ne ginning nor End) very often extracts 
a Meditation from my moſt ſetious Thoughts, and obliges me to 
think, that Time, like Fire, having deftroy'd whatever it could 
rey en, ſhall at laſt die it ſelf, and go out into Eternity; whoſe 
ature is ſuch, that tho* our Joys, after ſome Centuries of Years, 


may ſeem to have grown older, by having been enjoy'd ſo matiy 


Ages, yet will they really ftill continue new, not only up8n the 
ſcore 1 their Welcomneſs and F reſhneſs, bur by their perpetually 
My bigheft Ambition in this World is to be a Fardurite in the 
rt of Heayen; hence have I much better Thoughts of Virtue, 


than to hope fine Cloaths — me . ng pu where that could 
$ is enou it 


not: For I know that Good of it ſelf to advance the 
Rag above the Robe, and a leather Capabove a golden Diadem: 
It is moſt certain,that the Temper and Diſpoſition of the Soul is no 


way better diſcernible, than thro* the Garb and Habit of the Bo- 
_ dy; ſor he that longs after new Faſhions, will not be backwards 


in embracing new Religions; both 


from one and the 


- 
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ame dangerous Principle, and Unconftancy of Mind, and a ; 
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that every one that hears may by what they bear either Aa 


Virtue, or loſe a Vice. Obloquy and Scurrility are too * na 4 


and wry-fac'd to gain any Place in my Affections. My Fingers 
are too clean to be foul'd by throwing Dirt in other Mens Faces. 
I am as mueh afraid to diſcover a Blemiſh in another Man's Eye, 

as Lam to ſuffer a greater in my own ; hut would rather charita- - 


bly condeſcend to lick out the Mote with my Tongue, than deri- 


_ dingly talk of it. I hold it too much below a Man to imploy 
his Nails in vexing an old Sore, and ſcratching till he makes à new - 


one; indeed I leave it to Dogs and Ravens to prey upon Carrion, 


and it is a very hungry Wit which is fain to feed upon ſuch nan 


dental, are much more the Objects of my Charity and Pity, than 
of my Merriment and Deriſion. I judge ita Cruelty proper to 
Weakneſs alone to murder the Sick, for no true Ingenuity can be 
ſo barbarous as to ſport it ſelf in the Misfortunes 


ſelf to the World, but by trampling — Wy it ſelf ) up- 
on the Reputation of others. It is a barren Fancy, or at'leaft has 
always a very hard Labour, which can be Mother to nothing” but 


what Misfortune muſt be Midwife to. | L. cannot with che chief 


Peripatetick (as I faid before) think the World to be eternal, for as 
ſoon as the Archangel ſhall ſhake the very Pillars and Foundation 


of the Earth with the awakening Sound of his ſhrill Trumpet, the 
Dead ſhall ariſe, and thoſe that are living ſhall be chang d in the 


twinkling of an Eye 5 then after Judgment is paſt on all —_— 
this terreftrial Fabrick and elemental Covering ſhall receive a fi- 
nal Diſſolution. Now yu: the T — — = 
yield up her —_ or raves yield up their conceal'd Seeds, 

eat Autumn ſhall ſpring up and awake from their 
Chaos again, I vill not preſume to determine; however, I may 


conclude from a Prophecy of Joel, that we ſhall be judged on the 


valley of Feboſaphar ; and that altho® the Scripture ſays our Savi- 


our's ſecond Coming ſhalt be in the Night, according to the com- 


pariſon of a Thief, yet; if the Earth be'almoft every where inha- 


bited, and his coming (as Divinity affirms) muſt needs be unto all i 
then muſt the Time of his Appearance be both im the Day a 


Night : For if unto Jeruſalem, or what part of the World ſoe ver be 


_ ſhall appear in the Night, at the ſame time unto the Antipodes it 


muſt be Day; if Twilight unto them, broad Day unto the Irdzans $ 
if Noon unto them, yet Night unto the Americans 3 aud fo with 
Variety according to various Habitations or different Poſiti- 
ons of the Sphere: But altho' he appears in the Night, yet may 


the Day of Judgment, or Doomſday, well retain that Name; 15 75 
2 


that implies one Revolution of the Sun, which makes the Nox# 
tor, that is, the Day and Night, which makes one natural Day. 


1 need fear as little that I can be oyer-zealous in good * 
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| the miſerable; 
1efteem that a meer dwarfiſh Wit which cannot tell how to ſhew it 


t the Earth ſhall © 


| dy of 


. ... 


thereſore as 2 are required to be done with Order and 
Decency, I approve of Organs in Churches, the Chriſtian Practice 
iving Rings in Nuptial Contracts, bowing: towards the Eaſt, 


of 
making the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, or other Rites and Ce- 


re monies, and ſhould as much ſtand up for the Defence of them, as 


for any fundamental Point of Faith A moſt profound Veneration 


I pay to the Sacrament of the Eucbhariſt; but not fo much neither 
as to malte the Bread and Wine (which are but the Signals, or vi: 
fible Signs) the Things ſignified, and worſhip them for the real Bo- 

070 2 For certainly, was the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 
true, our Redeemer had had more Compaſſion ſor that Emperour 
whom the Monk poyſon' d, than to have let him receiv'd his Bane 


in a Draught of his Salyation. However, ſome bigotted Zealots 


among the Papiſts (had they known the Danger) would ſtarel7 
have refus'd it, but rather have adventur'd: their own Death, 

Formerly, in my more juvenile Years, I made more uſe of the 
Fencer than the Dancing-mafter, becauſe my Deſire was more to 


be a Man than a Puppit; and to be a Servant to my Country, ra- 


* 


ther than my Miftreſs. Again, whatſoever my Talent is, Idig not 


in the Earth to hide it, but endeavour to traffick with it, till Art 


and Induftry have brought an Encreaſe ſome way proportionable 


to the Stock of Nature; and hope — that degree which may 
intitle me to the Euge of my Lord, and the glorious Welcome of a 
good and faithful Servant I am too much a Man to be without all Paſ- 

ion, but yet am not ſo much a Beaſt as to be govyern'd by it: For 
it is the ſole Propagator of Envy, which hath been ſo predominate 


in Mankind, that I am heartily ſorry, and wiſh it was not true, 


what (to the diſhonour of Chri/t:anity) is aſfirm ꝗᷓ of an Italian, who 


aſter he had inveigled his Enemy to diſclaim his Fazth for the Re. 


demption of his Life, did preſentiy ſtab him, to prevent Repen- 
tance and aſſure his eternal Death. This V illany of this Chriſtian 
(if I may ſo call him) exceeded the Perſecution of the Heathen, 
"whoſe Malice was never ſo execrable as to kill the Souls of their 
Enemies, or extend unte the Exile of their EMiumt. Tis a great 
Depravity in our Natures, and ſurely an Affection that ſomewhat 


favours diabolical, to deſire the Society, or comfort ourſelves in 


the Fellowſhip of others that ſuffer with us; but to procure the 


Miſeries of others in thoſe Extremities, wherein we hold an Hope 


to have no Soeiety ourſelves; is methinks a ſtrain above Lucifer, 


and a Project beyond the primary Seduction of Hell. I chooſe 


my Companions not by the outward Habit of their Body, but that 


internal of the Soul; and ſet a higher Value on them for their Me- 


ſungs, and been firſt in the Benediction of Gd. 


rits, than their Births ; Nor does Elderſhip in Brethren make me 


. diſeſteem the younger, as being but Heirs to the leſſer Patrimony, - 


ſince I know the youngeſt have often had the Priority of Ble 
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It is (as the right Reverend Dr, Mew Biſhop of Wincheſter once told me) a 


of its being dark, and burnin 
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happy Thing to have a good Conſcience ; ſo ſtriving what I can to keep it clear 
and blameleis before God and Man, let the Storm and Tempeſt threaten never ſo 
loudly a ſplirring to other unbalanc'd Souls, I know nor how to tear, whilit my 
Serenity of Mind s Anchor, and Innocence my ſaſe Harbour. My main 
Policy is to avoid in eternal, tho' by incurring a temporal, Miſery ; for Hell is 
25 eaſily to be obrain'd by ſitting ſtill, as by running in purſuit of it. But 
what the Hebrews mean by Sheol, the Greeks by Hades, or the Latins by Tnfer- 
nu, I will not be poſitive in the Matter; and the” the Scripture makes mention 
with ſulphureous Flames, yet do I que. ' 
tion its Locality ar preſent, wr out (I . n our Redecmer's De- 
ſcenſion into the Bowels of the Earth, which we dare not ſay was dark if ho was 
in it. The Damu'd (as I have upon ſeveral Demonſtrations prov'd” to the moſt. 
Reverend Dr. Teniſon Archbiſhop of Canterbury, without Contradiction) have 


at preſent bur only 2 partial Puniſhment, and have their Reſidence in various 


Places, as in the Air, by that Title given the Devil by the Apoſtle, calling him 
the Prince of the Air; ſometimes. in the Concavities of the Ezrth, from this 
Anſwer of Satan to GOD, that he came from walking #0 and fro in the Earth; 
and it is not to be doubred, but that they ſomerimes ranſack Plantations of the 
immenſe Ocean with grear Hurricanes and violent Tempeſts, At the laſt Day, 
then the Damn'd receiving their plenary Puniſhment, they mult expect ar the 
grand Aſſize an Accompliſhment of thoſe Afflictions, which now they but 


; dually endure, for comparatively unto thoſe Flames they are but yet in Balneo; 
then, then begins the terrible Fire in the maſſy and moſt ponderous Ruins of this 


World, Which ſhall burn for evermore. But if there was really any ſuck Place 
as 2 Hell now, I could wiſh to be in ir for ſome ſmall matter of Time; how- 
ever, not in a Bravado, to ſhew I durſt deſie Damnation, but that by the unex- 
preſſible Horrors thereof I may lead ſuch 2 Life upon Earth as may preſerve me 
from being an eternal Inhabicant there hereafter, I thank God, I am ſuch in Pro- 
ſperity, that I do nor fear Adverſny, and ſuch in Adverfity that I can ſcorn to 
wiſh tor Proſperity ; nay, ſuch indeed in both, that it ſhould never repent me 
that I have ever taſted of either. Was I to be in any publick Employment in 
the Commonwealth, I would endeavour to diſcharge my ſelt with chat Fidelity, 
which ſhould be ſure to gain me, rho” perhaps the Hatred of the Bad, yet the 
Applauſe and Love of the Good, and the unanimous Thanks of my Country. I 
do not trouble my ſelf about the Diſtinctions of Government,which is beſt, whe, - 
ther Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, or Democracy, but ſinee any Government is allow- 
able by God as the People of any Nation thinks fit to chooſe, to be ſure 1 ſhall be 
conformable to the Conſtitution of the Country where I am born, Wiſhing thy 
Foundations and Pillars of ic may never be ſubje& ro the Alteration of Time, or 
any other Accident; for when once 2 Change is admitted, whereby the who 
Model of Polity ſuffers a Converſion, the Government mult be ſhaken'd into ſome 
other Form, either by the new Laws of a Conqueror, or by inteſtine and civil 
Broils, which God from this Kingdom for ever avert, Nevertheleſs, I am not fo 
much bigotted to Kingly Government, as to think the Prince is above the Law ; 
nor ſhould the Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience allure me to be ſubmiſſive ro Nen- 
Refiſtance, Without oppoſing that Tyrant who would command the Ruin and 
Deſtruct ion of me or my Family without a Cauſe. TI cannot, with the Turks, 
think dying by the Hand or Command of the Grand Sezgnzor, when the Blow is 
ſubmirced to with entire Reſignation, to be the higheſt Point of Martyrdom, and 
that the Honour immediately tranſports rhe Sufferer to Paradzſe. Indeed, I love 
my ſelf better than the great Vifier, who, after he had been ſucceſsful in all Mat- 
ters of his Charge, prov'd ſo excellent an Inſtrument of Victories and Ser- 
vices to his Maſter, that he was applauded by all to be a moſt happy and forcu- 
nate Minifter, was fo ſenſible of his own Condition, and the Favour of the Prince, 
that he confeis'd he was now arriv'd to the greateſt Glory and Perfection he 
could in this Life aſpire to, and only wanted the holy Martyrdom, to die by the 
Order and Sentence of the Sultan, as the Reward of his Faichfulneſs, and the 
Conſummation of all bis Hanours, When I conſider the Slavery 8 
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try; where Subjects under the Protection and ſaſe Influence of à moſt gracios 


and t ſt of Queens inthe World, enjoy and eat the Fruit of their own La- 


bour, and purchaſe to themſelves with Security Fields and Mannors,and dare ac- 
knowiedge and glory in their Wealth and Pomp, and yer-leJve the Inheritance 
to their Faſtetĩty. I conſeis, it is 2 Bleſſing and wondertul Happineſs of a People, 


to be Subjects ofa cron d Head, who hath prefcri>d his ox her Power within 
the compaſs of W holſom Laws, acknowiedg'd 2 Right ot Poſſeſſion and Propriety 
ot Eſt ate as well in his Subjects as himſelf ; who doth not puniſh the Innocent 


with the Guilty, nor oppreſs without Diſt inctiog, nor act che parc of that Ruler 
hom God gives in his Wrath. I am as well ſatished with a Female Sovereign as 
a Male one z truly, I deſire no Salzque-Law here; and it is my hearty with never 


to be under the Conduct of an Uſurper, and ſuch Rebels as once unjuſtly throw- 
ing off all Religion and Obedience to their lawful Prince, and (25 if that Virtue 


had been the only Bar to all other Enormities and Sins) the Kingdom depri- 
ved of all Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Rights, and in all its Capaciries and Rela- 
tions deflowr'd and prophan'd by impious and unhallew'd Hands, While I am 
under the Protection of a juſt Governour, there is an Honour boiling, in my Blood 


* 
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oi or arbitrary Power, I again pleaſe my ſelf with/the 
Thoughts of the Biellggnefs, che Happineſs, and the Liberty of my own Coun- 


which I could hold cheap enough, if bought with che high Price both of Lite and 


Livelihood, tho? (if I might haye my Choice) I had rather preſerve both to main» 


rain it, than loſe either to purchaſe ir; I mean Loyalty ro my Sovereign, Venera- 


tion for Prelacy, and Fidelity to my Country; for theſe I do not fear to embrace 


2 Stake, to make a Scaffold my Bed, and a Block my Pillow, fince I am afſur'd, 
that whoſoever thus lies down to reſt at Night, ſhall Withour tail riſe again to 
Glory in the Morning, 1 have keretotore been. too often addicted, upon every lite © 
tle, inſignificant, meer Punctilio of Honour, to ſeek ſatisfaRion in a Duel; and as 


was 


piren have addreſs d a Miſtreſs, / ho hath proy'd ſuch a Proſer pine, that either I or ©, 
my Rival muſt be ſent to Hell (if 2 deſperate. Wound without Mortality preven:- 


red not that great Danger ) beiore eĩcker could enjuy her: But now, God be prais'd, 
{ think any Honour (but that of vindicating one's Reputation unjuſtly fulhed) too 
dear that muſt be bought with a Murder, Being come to that Maturity of Age aud 
Dif :etion, as to be able to benetir my ſelf by my Company, l make choĩce of ſuch 
Companions as may ſerve me inſtead of Books, and of ſuch Books as I intend ſhall 


otten ſerve me for Companĩons. The Studies whereunto I cheerfully apply my ſelf. 
are ſuch as ill more make the Man, than pleaſe the Boy. As for Poetry and ſuch» | 


like ple Studies, I do not wholly neglect them, but uſe them as good Sauces 
to make others more ſubſtantial, and nouriſhing, reliſh the better. Ic is not my 
pelige. by Walter ſeeing a Play acted, to talk high, breath Slaſhes, thunder out 
big Words, and ſtore my ſelt with fo many Jeſts, and ſo much Bombaſt, as may 
tickle, Alles, and ſtupifie Fools, but ro edinie by che Morality of them, True Ht- 
ſtorians,and ound Politicks,mathemarical Exerciies,and grave moral Diſcourſes, 


are the truitful Gardens where my Mules do ordinarily recreate themielves. Phi, 
lo ſophy, whether natural or metaphyſical, I delight in, 25, being the Handmaid to 


Divintty,which is a ſac red Science that 1 would not have to Hie out of my Way 


becanſe tis the right Road to Heaven, I would he cozen'd of nothing by my good 
Will, for fear of loſing the Opportunity of beſtow ing much ; and as I would not 
allow the Unfaithfulneſs of a Servant to prevent my, Bounty, ſo neither would 

deſire my Negligence to occaſion the Servant's Diſhoneſty. I think it is oni 


mocking God to ſay the Lord's Prayer when in Wrath with any Perſon; and 


can tieely go on in the Ways of Godlineſs without a Spur, becauſe ir is 2 baſe - 
and unbecoming Thing to be driven into Heaven by Force, I could freely go to 

| Paradiſe with any Wind, and with any Name, where I am ſure to meet with 
2 Title of Honour, a Name written in the Book of Life, eyen the Honour of a 
his Sa ints. I cannot faucy that to be any Debaſement ro 4 generous Spirit which 


Carries it upon ſo high and noble Achievement ; but thiak it ap Happineſs to go 
uno Canaan, tho it be thro? a RedeSea, and a rude Wilderneſs, whillt others 


feed ſo greedily upon 21/5 chat riey never ay Grace, but in a Murmuriog, har 
they have not more, and better Cheer: I jeed mgye u y ay than my Egs 
Joymencs, and truly bleſs my G OD tor 70 8 N * | 2 
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